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Bataan newsman killed; 
seventh slain this year 


PILAR, Bataan—A news correspondent of a 
tabloid was killed on his way home here by a 
lone gunman at dawn yesterday police said 
Romeo Dinungcal, 43, was riding on his 
motorcycle when he was shot four times in 
the head and the body, police said. He died on 
the spot 
Binungenl is the 56th journalist killed in che 
BATAANIAIS 


TAA Band plays, sings different 
EDA IL Y. tune: It’s cool to be a priest 
"wm CHRISTOPHER Habal's 
band tours Catholic high 
schools with the message 
that fs cool to jon the 
priesthood 
The all-male group 
raps, sings and plays the 


latest pop songs, accom- 
BAND PLAYS) AIS 


Yo! SALI NA, 
MAG-PARI TAYO!) 


Francese vi 


E а 


e, 


erit feedback@inqurercom.ph Thursday, September 30,2004 `` ЖЖ, 56 pages” / 5 sections / vol. 19 /`по.295 


GMA: Study 
case of 

Oakwood 
mutineers 


By Alcuin Papa 


Bishops 
to monitor 


barangay 
*dev't fun’ 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


FIVE days after six leaders 
of the Magdalo group pub- 
licly apologized to Presi- 
dent _ Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Malacafiang is preparing to 


IS THE government disbursing bil- 
lions of pesos to provide barangay 
officals with “development fun"? 


Believing this is so, the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines is training its eriti- 
cal eye on corruption at the vil- 
Inge level with IRA Watch, a cam- 
paign to monitor the disposition 
of the internal revenue allotment 
for barangays. 

Ina statement released yester- 
day, the CBCP National Secretari 
at for Social Action, Justice and 
Peace (Nassa) said anticorrup- 
tion watchdogs, in their "obses- 
sion to catch the big fish,” had 
overlooked abuse of government 
funds by barangay officials. 

The IRA for local government 
units eats up 40 percent of the na- 
tional internal revenue collection 
from taxes, Of this, 23 percent goes 
to the provinces, 23 percent to 
cities, 34 percent to municipalities 
and 20 percent to barangays. 

There are 41,974 barangays 
nationwide. Each of those with a 
population of not less than 100 
gets at least P80,000 monthly as 
development fund—which trans- 
lates to a total disbursement of 
P3.3 billion. 

Nassa cited a Commission on 
Audit report showing that local 
governments, including 


barangays, routinely used these 
funds to pay for restaurant bills in 
hotels where officials hold meet- 
ings “in the guise of training.” 
SISHOPS A1 


touched by the 
President's continuing support. 


Palace: GSIS chief 
won’t go on leave 
even with graft raps 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


WINSTON" Garcia, under siege for alleged 
mismanagement of state pension funds, is not 
required to take a leave from his post despite 

+ graft charges filed against him with the Office 
of the Ombudsman, Malacahang said yester- 
day 

‘According to Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye, the only advice of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to the beleaguered president and gen- 
eral manager of the Government Service and 
Insurance System is “to explain to the public 
his side on the controversies hounding him 
and not to expect any assistance from other 
agencies." 

Malacafiang, however, “respects” the opin- 
don of some sectors for Garcia to take a vaca- 
tion to ease the pressure off ће GSIS, Bunye 

PALACE AIS 


RORO YOUR BOAT 
Paying no mind to the wind in her hair, the country's No. | drumbeater for tourism, President Macapagal-Arroyo goes on a roll off, roll on 
(roro) ride from Dumaguete to Samboan, Cebu, on Wednesday. Through binoculars, she views the entrancing pebble beach resorts in. 
Santander, Cebu. 


DOH opens door-to-door family planning drive 


By Blanche. Rivera on birth spacing, natural and arti- 
HELP is on the way for women 
who give birth every year against 
their better judgment and have 
more children than they want. 
‘The Department of Health 
taking its family planning cam- 
paign door to door literally with 
community health workers and 
volunteers turning up at the steps. 


Diesel price expected · 
to soar until December 


By Gil Cabacungan jr. 


‘THE PRICE of diesel, which is used by 
public buses and jeepneys, is expected 
to soar in the coming months due to 
tight supply and rising demand world 
wide, the Department of Energy said 
yesterday. 

“All the way to December, we're look 
ing at a high price (for diesel) It will 
not go down,” Energy Undersecretary 
Cyril Deleallar said ас a briefing in 
Malacaang. 

He reported that diesel prices had 
shot up to $57.33 per barrel on the 
Singapore market on Sept. 28 after 
starting the month at $49.96 per bar- 
rel. 

їп a phone interview, Energy Sec- 
retary Vince Perez said that while 
higher diesel prices were inevitable, 
“this should be no excuse for oil 
companies to jack up their prices un- 


Early next year, the DOH will 
tap 500,000 of these workers to 
locate the target group of wom- 
en, "married or cohabiting.” 

Of the P300 million that this 
drive will require, the depart- 
ment is shouldering P120 mil- 
lion. The rest, according to health 
officials, will come from local 
governments and private sector 
partners, including international 


funding agencies. 
Health Secretary 


then house to house, to 
who among the neigh! 
women have an unmet 
family planning, then 

ased dis- 


formed on the different 


reasonably.” 

"We want to make sure that oil com- 
panies temper their price increases by 
making them in small increments,” 
Perez said. 

ASI increase in the cost ofa barrel of 
diesel translates to a 40-centavo per 
liter hike in its local pump price, ac- 
cording to Delcallr 

Thus, if the price of diesel holds at 
$57 per barrel for the rest of the yeat, 
local diesel prices could go up by at 
least P1.20 per liter to P22.72 from the 
current P21.52 per lier (based on the 
average price $54 per barrel) 

Delcallar, however, said that these _ 
were merely rules of thumb and Ẹ 
would be useless if oil companies б. 
were marking up their products exces- $ 
sively. $i 

Oil companies have so far "reflected 
reasonable pump pricing,” he sad, 

Diese AIS 


Dayrit said in a statement: "We 
will go barangay to barangay, 


them for a community-ba 
cussion where they will be in 


Manuel ficial." 


identify _ Dayrits announcement of the 
iborhood intensified efforts comes in the 
need for wake of criticisms that the govern- 
gather ment was abdicating its role in 


methods 


‘The campaign will be conduct 
ей from February to March 2005. 


Population management, specif 
cally in distributing contraceptives. 
DON/AIS 


study the possible grant of 
amnesty to the mutineers. 

Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz yesterday told reporters that 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita had called a meeting of de- 
fense and military officials today 
in Malacaiang, “to discuss and 
study the mechanisms for the 
amnesty because this may need 
the concurrence of Congress." 

Cruz said the position of the 
government was to study the 
matter but that he wanted to first 
examine the terms of the 
amnesty. "And this will have to 
pass through Congress irst,” he 
said 

Не also said that on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's instructions, 
he had directed the Armed Forces 
to “expedite” the court-martial 
proceedings, in order that on the 
basis of the evidence, circum- 
stances and participation of the 
various enlisted personnel, they 
can be given leniency in the sense 
that they will be reinstated in ac 
cordance with the rules.” 

‘Agence France Presse quoted 
Cruz as saying that he would also 
meet with Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez today to study the possi 
ble pardon ofthe Magdalo leaders. 

‘On March 16, lawyers of the 
soldiers who mounted the mutiny 
at the Oakwood Premier serviced 

AMNESTYIAI 


WERE that it were as easy as a driving up to the Pandacan oil depot to pump up the 
‘economy as local oil prices continue to reflect crude ой increases in global market. 


Tabara allies vow to destroy Red ‘fanatics’ 


By Fe Zamora, 
Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


COMRADES of slain leftist leader Ar- 
turo Tabara yesterday vowed to destroy 
the "fanatics" in the communist ranks 
whom they blamed for the killing of 
Tabara and Stephen Ong on Sunday. 
“We are being pushed against the 


wall. We will have to defend ourselves," 
said Nilo de la Cruz, who replaces 
‘Tabara as chair of the communist break- 
away group Rebolusyonaryong Partido 
ng Manggagawa-Pilipinas (RPM-P) 
‘The destruction of the fanaties will 
be “done in а manner that is calculat- 
ed, decisive and indubitably under- 
stood," the RPM-P said in a statement 
distributed at the Funeraria Paz on 
Araneta Avenue In Quezon City where. 


Tabara's body lay in wake. 

The RPM-P also blamed the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and 
its armed wing, the New Peoples Army 
(NPA), for the killing of Tabara and 
Daniel Batoy, a senior RPM-P leader 
who was gunned down in Aklan last 
month, 

"We make it unequivocally clear: we 
lay the bloody and violent conflict that 
has now swept the left squarely at the 


door of the CPP-NPA,” the statement 


"The killing of Tabara and Batoy is a 
signal. It bares the madness and will to 
power that have consumed the СРР. 
NPA leadership. It unmasks the CPP- 
NPA as executioners of their comrades, 
‘oppressors of the people, and traitors of 

the revolution," it said. 
De la Cruz, however, said that the 
TABARA A4 
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ERAP PLUNDER CASE 


Chavit credibility goes on trial 


A DEFENSE attempt to assail the credibility of the star witness 
їп the plunder case against ousted President Estrada was 
somewhat blunted yesterday after state prosecutors succeed- 
ed in making a defense expert witness admit that incurring 
“unliquidated cash advances” does not necessarily constitute 
“misappropriation of funds” under government audit rules. 


Estrada's defense lawyers last 
week had presented a Commis- 
sion on Audit report showing that 
Luis "Chavit" Singson had “unset- 
Чей cash advances" of P2.9 mil- 
ion as of Dec. 31, 1995. 

Singson, the former governor 
of locos Sur and longtime close 


Drug stores 


friend and associate of Estrada, is 
the governments main witness 
against Estrada who is accused of 
taking illegal gambling bribes 
and stealing government funds. 
But inacross examination lasting 
less than 10 minutes, Special Prose- 
cuor Dennis Viladgnacio got 


reeling 


under seniors’ discount 


ByVolt Contreras 


CITING shrinking bottomlines, 
majority of drugstores mation 
wide have aired their reluctance 
to grant elderly costumers a 20- 
percent discount under the newly 
passed Expanded Senior Citizens 
‘Act of 2003, Social Welfare Secre- 
tary Corazon “Dinky” Soliman 
disclosed yesterday. 

She said the Drugstore Owners 
‘Association of the Philippines had 
met with her twice regarding its 
fears that many small and medi- 
um-sized outlets would close shop if 
forced to grant as much relief to the 
countrys 5.2 million senior citizens. 

The group's worry, she said, 
stemmed from the removal of the 
“income cap” for senior citizens 
who could enjoy the price cut. Un- 
der the laws earlier version 
passed in 1996, only citizens aged 
60 years and above and with an- 
nual earnings of less than P60,000 
are entitled to such benefits. 

‘Under the new law, citizens in 
their 60s regardless of income 
— фо rich and poor’—can now 
geta discount, Soliman noted. 


citibank 
0% Interest 


“1 understand where they 
(drugstore owners) are coming 
from," she told reporters in a 
press conference in Quezon City. 
She said the business group, 
whose members include the giant 
Mercury Drug chain, is also seek- 
ing a dialog with the health, fi- 
nance, and trade departments. 

She welcomed such meetings, 
saying we need to find a way forthe 
realistic implementation ofthe law" 

‘Soliman estimated that, based 
оп complaints reaching her agen- 
су. up to "75 to 80 percent" of all 
small- and medium-sized drug 
stores nationwide might not com- 
ply with the law, which President 
Arroyo signed on Feb. 26. 

Also known as Republic Act 9257, 
‘the measure is set for implementa- 
tion staring Oct. 5 following the 
publication ofits IRR (implementing 
Fules and regulation) last week. 

In her intial meetings with the 
drugstore owners, she recalled, they 
made counterproposals limiting the 
scope of 20-pereent discount only to 
generic drugs or granting "tax de- 
ductions” to outlets that would ex- 
tend such perks tothe old. 


provincial auditor Agaton Da- 
сауапап, who headed the COA team 
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Duringa breakin a hearing last 
week, Estrada's 


ted to having unsettled 
lead counsel 


vances but he said he had settled 
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cash ай. not, so there's no case,” he said. 


Defense lawyers yesterday also 


that did the audit report, to agree Rene Saguisag said in an inter. the matter and was cleared by COA. directed the courts attention to the. 

that incurring unliquidated cashad- view that Singson had amassed Interviewed after the hearing yes- portion of the COA report showing 

‘vances was not irregular in itself. P800 million in unliquidated cash terday, Villa-Ignacio said that if the that Singson had allegedly used Tlo- 
Vila Ignacio also brought out the advances from 1995 to 1999, cash advances had been irregular or соз Surs share of the tobacco excise 

fact that Dacayanan himself had uni- _ He alleged that the reason why had remained unresolved, the СОА taxes to pay for his "nocturnal activ- 

quidated cash advances ofP30,000at Singson had decided to tum would have recommended the fling ities" while he was governor 

One time and got the witness to af- against Estrada was so he could of graft charges against Singson and _ Reading fromthe COA report, de- 


firm that this was not iregular. 

Dacayanan also said that the an- 
nual report that he had submitted 
and which defense lawyers had pre- 
sented as evidence were mere pho- 
tocopies of the original COA report. 


‘My father didn’t join NP. 


escape the pressure from COA au- 
ditor Agustin Chan concerning his 
unliquidated cash advances. Chan 
was killed in an ambush in 2001. 
Singson denied the P800 million 
figure cited by Saguisag. He admit- 


“But there was nothi 
report saying that they 


the other officials involved. 


prosecuted or charged with graft. 
They [COA officials] should have 
initiated such a move but they did 


fense lawyer Raymond Fortun said 
there were vouchers showing that 
оп two occasions, the provincial 
government had spent P175,000 
and P89,000 for “karaoke” Armand 
N.Nocum 


ing in the 
should be 


Daughter of captured Marine insists her dad is loyal to AFP 


By Alcuin Papa. 

‘THE DAUGHTER of a Marine sergeant ab- 
ducted three years ago by the New People's 
Army in Sultan Kudarat refuses to believe that 
her father has joined the communist rebels as 
claimed by the military. 

Rosemarie Rosete, 18, told the qunek 
that her father, Sgt. Jeremias Rosete, of the In- 
telligence Service of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (Isafp) is loyal to the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines. 

1 know my father and 1 have seen how de- 
voted and dedicated he was to his work. 
don’t believe he has joined the NPA. 1 don't 
think he can be brainwashed. IFhe did some: 
thing like this, it was against his will,” she said 
ina phone interview 

Rosemarie was “angry and irritated with 
the AFP” for dismissing her father from their 
ranks and accusing him of joining the com- 
munist rebels. 

"He (Sgt. Rosete) has been in captivity for. 
three years now. Where the (NPA) goes, he. 
goes. You can't avoid such speculations,” she. 
said in Filipino. 

Rosemarie added that she and her family 
had not been informed about the recommen- 
dation for dismissal of Sgt. Rosete. 
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ROSETE:'He cannot be brainwashed.’ 


In a resolution dated Sept. 9, 2004, the 
Isafp recommended the discharge of Sgt. 
Rosete based on "proof and evidence" that he 
had already joined the NPA. 

‘The military said Rosete was seen on Aug. 
20 with a certain “Commander Al" and "Com- 
mander Bobo" in an NPA camp in Sitio Gosmo- 
lo, Barangay Datablao, Sultan Kudarat, Rosete 
was allegedly being used as a trainer for rebel 
recruits and that he had adopted the alias “Bo- 
knoy" in the underground movement. 

The recommendation for Rosetes dis- 
charge had yet to be approved by AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Narciso Abaya. 

Rosemarie said the military was “washing 
its hands" of what happened to her father. 

She revealed that her family was set to ap- 
pear before media to make another appeal to 
the NPA for the release of Sgt. Rosete. 

Rosete was abducted by the NPAs Valentin 
Palamine Command in Sept. 2001 in 
Columbio, Sultan Kudarat. 

His pay and allowances had been withheld 
since his capture. His daughter's scholarship. 
had also been terminated. 

Military information chief Lt. Col. Daniel 
Lucero said that if Rosete's recommendation. 
for dismissal were approved, only his basicand 
long pay until August 2004 would be given. 


Abad: No apologies 
for textbook errors 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


RATHER than apologize, Education Secretary 
Florencio Abad told a private school executive 
who claimed to have found many errors in a 
DepEd-approved history textbook to prove that 
he deserves an apology from education officials. 

The DepEd on Monday agreed to review 
and correct the 431 errors that Antonio Calipjo 
Go reportedly found in  316-page high school 
history textbook, ‘Asya: Noon, Ngayon at sa 
Hinaharap” published by SD Publications. 

Go, an academic supervisor of the Marian 
School who disclosed his findings in a news- 
paper ad last week, has refused to sit down, 
with the DepEd to make the corrections u 
less its officials apologize first for accusing, 
him of being only after money. 

‘Abad, however, believes he has nothing to 
apologize for as he did not say anything that. 
maligned Go. 

Nor were education officials guilty of im- 
puting malicious intent on Go's part as “it was 
premature to make a cohclusion at the time," 
the education secretary said. 

Abad said Undersecretary Fe Hidalgo, who 
is in charge of curriculum, has contacted the 
textbook’s authors as well as "independent. 
experts" so they could go over the errors. 

“tt would be best that we sit down and go 


through the process of looking over this. Let's 
not set conditions in the interest of truth,” 
Abad said, adding that it would be unfortu- 
nate if Go does not consent to help. 

“1 dont think this issue (of an apology first) is 
an insurmountable obstacle to keep us from going 
‘ver the truth and him proving his point he said. 

‘Abad, who had earlier defended the text- 
book's integrity, acknowledged on Monday 
that the “Asya” textbook had at least one "ma- 
jor mistake” and invited Go to help DepEd of- 
бейш conducta review of the textbook. 

But Go resented Abad's ind Undersecretary 
Juan Miguel Luz’s reported claim that he want- 
edt be paid by the book's publisher for his 82- 
page list of errors and demanded an apology 
before he hands over his list of corrections. 

Abad said the controversy has generated 
much interest from educators who want to give 
their own inputs and views ofthe textbook. 

But even if found to be erroneous, the text- 
book will still be used in the current school 
year 2004 to 2005 and the next, 2005 to 2006. 

Abad said recalling all the 1.14 million 
copies would be impractical as the DepEd 
would be replacing all history textbooks in all 
grade and year levels in October 2005 anyway. 

"The department will instead issue "teach- 
ing notes" advising the teachers about the er- 
rors and the corrections in the book. 


Group wants Bong ousted 
from Senate for TV stints 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


APPARENTLY not eve 
show "Idol ko si Ka 

A party-list group yesterday asked the Sen- 
ate to expel Sen, Ramon "Bong" Revilla Jr. for 
continuing to appear in his weekly television 
show “Idol ko si Kap." 

In a complaint filed before the office of 
Senate President Franklin Drilon, the group 
calling itself the "Abakada Guro” argued that 
Revilla “cannot be part-senator and part-co- 
median" at the saine time. 

‘This is a violation of ethical standards for 
people in public office, the group said in a 
four-page letter filed yesterday. "Being a sena- 
tor of the Philippines is a full-time job." 

In a news conference, Revilla said he did 


jone is a fan of the TV 


not violate any law. 

"There is no such rule which prohibits me 
from practicing my profession," the neophyte 
senator told reporters, adding that rules gov- 
ming the conduct of the legislature was 
“promulgated exclusively and independently 
by Congress for its members.” 

"The Constitution, he said, was clear when К 
set prohibitions on members ofthe Senate and 
House. These are: lawmakers are barred from 
holding any position in government, appear in 
court as counsel before any court of justice or be- 
fore the electoral tribunals, quasijudicia! and 
other administrative bodies, as well as have any 
business interest in any congressional franchise. 

"I did not violate any of these,” Revilla told 
reporters, adding that he earned money legally 
and did not steal money from the government, 
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Ombudsman wants to seize DPWH exec’s unexplained wealth = 


By Armand N. Nocum 


OMBUDSMAN Simeon Marcelo 
has filed before the Sandigan- 
bayan a forfeiture case against 
former public works regional di- 
rector Romeo Panganiban in a bid 
to recover a sizable portion of the 
P81.7 million he allegedly accu 
mulated while in office, 

He was charged with wife Fe, 
daughter Geraldine and sisters Elsa 
Pde Luna and Purita Sarmiento who 


reportedly functioned as “conduits” 
in hiding Panganiban's assets. 

“This isthe first among many 
forfeiture cases to be filed against 
officals who failed the lifestyle 
check program of the govern- 
ment,” said Special Prosecutor 
Dennis Villa-Ignacio. 

Last year the Ombudsman filed 
graft charges against Panganiban 
and his relatives for allegedly ac- 
cumulating an estimated P81.7 
million in il. gotten wealth during. 


his 37 yearsin service. 


Panganiban, 


Ramos blames ‘ports wat’ 
for Smokey Mountain row 


‘THE CURRENT controversy 
over the Smokey Mountain 
could be just a "smoke- 
screen" for the brewing war 
‘among commercial interests 
in the port of Manila, former 
President Fidel Ramos hint- 
ed yesterday. 

Ramos said he found it 
odd Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago's privileged speech 
assailing the Smokey Moun- 
tain Development and 
Reclamation Project (SM- 
DRP) was followed by me- 
dia reports attacking the 
Harbor Center Port Termi 
nal Inc. (HCPTD), which sits 
оп the .790-hectare ге 
claimed site of Smokey RAMOS 
Mountain. 

Businessman Reghis Romero I, who chairs 
HCPTI, also owns К-П Builders Inc., the pri- 
vate developer of Smokey Mountain. 

In his appearance before the Senate last 
week and the press conference before he 
left for China recently, Ramos insinuated 
thatthe Smokey Mountain controversy was 
precipitated by rivalry among port opera- 
tors in Manila. The former president said 
he could not see why Santiago would resur. 
rect ап old issue like the Smokey Mountain 
after two congressional inquiries had 
cleared the project and declared it as valid 
and legal. 


` ‘Legal, aboveboard’ 


‘The. Senate committee on urban plan- 
ning, housing and resettlement and the 
comihittee on social justice, welfare and de- 
velopment investigated the Smokey Moun- 
tain project in 1996 and found nothing 
wrong with it. Four years later, the House 
committee on good government also looked 
into the project and concluded that it was 
legal and aboveboard, Ramos said in a press 
statement yesterday. 

"NI relevant questions and issues about the 
project have already been raised, scrutinized 
and fully addressed," Ramos said. 

Ramos suggested that the proper authori 
ties conduct a “deeper investigation” into this 
brewing "port war" among port operators in 
Manila to determine for certain whether this 
is the real issue behind the Smokey Mountain 


EES 


Barely six months into its 
operation, the Harbor Cen- 
ter Port Terminal in Tondo 
was able to acquire the bulk 
of non-containerized cargo 
handling operations at the 
Port of Manila, threatening 
to break the long-held 
monopoly of industry giants 
International Container Ser- 
vices Inc. (ICTSI) and Asian 
Terminal Inc. (ATI) in the 
business, according to the 
Ramos press release. 

In January, HCPTI started 
offering non-containerized 
cargo handling services. 
Records show chat by June, 
HCPTI was able to grab all 
of the non-containerized 
cargo volume handled by 
ATI in 2003 and a third of the non-container- 
ized cargo volume previously controlled by 
ICTSI by providing better access, faster 
turnaround time, modern and efficient facili- 
ties and more competitive rates to its clients, 
itadded. 


Pending application 

HCPTI has a pending application before 
the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA) since 
2002 for an unrestricted port license, which 
‘willallow ir to enter the РТО billion container- 
ized cargo market presently dominated by 
IcTStand ATI. 

At last week's hearing of the Senate blue 
ribbon committee and the Senate committee 
on government corporations and public en- 
terprises on the Smokey Mountain project, 
Ramos suggested that these clashing business 
interests team up, instead of feuding, to form 
a consortium and undertake the moderniza: 
tion of North Harbor and the coastal areas of 
cities and towns like Caloocan, Malabon, 
Navotas and Valenzuela. 

“Му humble suggestion is to have all such 
businessrivals and interested partis team to- 
gether in a consortium and jointly undertake, 
фу way of reclamation, the upgrading and 
modemization, as the. government may au- 
thorize in joint venture agreement, of the 
North Harbor and the coastal areas of such 
cities as Caloocan, Navotas and Valenzuela, 
Where residents need new living areas and 
safety structures due to perennial flooding of 
their foreshores," Ramos said. 


_ PHILIPPINE 


Panganiban was also the first 
official to be charged in the Sandi- 
ganbayan for failing the lifestyle 
check put in place by the govern- 
‘ment last year, The public works 
regional director was suspended 
for six months in 2003 for this, 

whose annual 
salary was only P307,116, had de- 
clared a net worth of P13.2 mi 
lion in 2001, but graft investiga- 
tors later found that his acquired 


real and personal properties were 
worth P81.7 million, many of 
which had been plated in the 
name of his immediate relatives, 
Among his undeclared proper- 
bedroom house in 
Los Angeles, California, worth P15 
million; a residential house in Los 
Baños, Laguna, worth P2 million; a 
residential house in Ayala, Alabang, 
‘worth P248 million; and a residen- 
tial lot in Laguna worth P146,000. 
‘The properties he had alleged- 
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ties were a thr 


ly omitted from his 2001 state- 
ment of assets and liabilities 
amounted to P73.2 million. 

The Ombudsman noted that 
the public works officials SAL 
had grown to P14.1 million in 
2001 from P455,000 in 1986. His 
accumulated salary in 15 years of 
service stood at P2.5 million. 

The inguin tried but failed to 
reach Panganiban on his mobile 
phone. ^ 

Since he failed the govem- 


retired shortly thereafter. 
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Б 


E 


ments lifestyle check program , 
early last year, he has refused го: 
give interviews to the press. He 


Three years ago, Panganiban 
was reported to have been kid- 
mapped and allegedly paid be- 
tween P30 million and PSO million, < 
in ransom money to his captors. He 
was also criticized in he press for"; 
allegedly spending more than P30. 
million to refurbish the ancestral 
house of the Estradas in Laguna. 
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Rate 12.677% р.а. 
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Maturity Date : Oct. 8, 2009 
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+ PCI Capital Corporation 
« Standard Chartered Bank 


For maunes cat BDO Capital Те 0386298 + BPI Capital 845 5695 81б 9655 B45 5874 / 845 5697 « First Metro Investment 
Corp. 840 5751 to 581840 5711 1o 16 (Makat Olea)! 241 4301 to 07 (Binondo) « ING Bank 840 8910/840 8714 • Land Bank of 


the Phils. 405 7228 « PCI Capital 840 7000/8784541 /8784547 « Standard Chartered Bank 8782971 / 8782947 


It's not just inch loss... 


REAL EAT LOSS! 


10 диску ttm gown inches о fau and reshape thea bodies, sohe women opt for invasive 
slmming methods that actualy have painful and теку consequences: a lumpy and bumpy contour 


uneven healing of the skin, bruises, swelling and even life-threatening infections Whats more. it 


doesnt get 10 of deeper fat deposits that are more dangerous to your health than the few inches 


that were reduced 


FREE Roc 


Marie France can reduce your inches of flab and give you deep fat breakdown 
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INTHE BUSINESS section of the Sept. 27 issue, а caption on Page 
B8 mistakenly identified the man on the left side of the photo as 
Shoichiro Toyoda, honorary chair of Toyota Motor Corp. of 
Japan. He is ADB president Tadao Chino. 

' INTHE BUSINESS section of the Sept. 19 issue, a Sunday Biz sto- 

"ry on Page B1—"Tupperware parties turned him into a finance 
whiz"—misquoted Jaime Bautista as saying that he studied at the 
Lyceum of the Philippines. Bautista graduated magna cum laude 
from the Colegio de San Juan de Letran in 1977 with a BS Com- 
merce degree, major in Accounting. 


IN THE SEPT. 28 issue, a sidebar on Page A6—"Slain breakaway 
rebels’—misstated the first name of a member of Akbayan and "ka- 
hanay" of Pandayan para sa Sosyalistang Pilipinas, who was killed 
‘on May 27, 2003 in Jabonga, Agusan del Norte. The correct name is 
Florante--not Florente- Ocmen. According to Pandayan, Ocmen 
was nevera member of the Communist Party of the Philippines. 

Readers may send their requests for correction factual errors in wi 
nen Gy cto Phipps Daly quil FDI bulding, Chino RE 
ces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, Makati бу: fax Nos. 897 4793/94; - 
fall addresses glirio @inguirer com-ph and daydesk @inquirercom ph. 

‘Complaints about lack af fairness or objectivity may be sent co Rau Pal- 
abies readers advocate, the same address and fax numbers as those of the 
Фу editor and e maii adiress-rpalabrica@inguirercom-ph. 
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Tabara ‘a peacemaker,’ says Dinky 


By Volt Contreras and Carlito Pablo 


SOCIAL Welfare Secretary Corazon “Dinky” 
Soliman hailed slain leftist leader Arturo 
Tabara as a “peacemaker” and a “nation 
builder" who not only helped end his group's 
armed conflict with the government but also 
worked with her agency to address the needs 
ofthe poor. 

The Sept. 26 killing was a “selfish act by 
those who refuse to take the path toward gen- 
wine reconciliation, peace, and develop- 
ment,” said Soliman, who gave the highest 
praise Tabara has so far received from a mem- 
ber of the Arroyo administration. 

Ina statement issued yesterday, Soliman hon- 
огей the murder victim in her capacity as chair of 
the Joint Enforcement Monitoring Committee 


Revolutionary Proletarian Army and the Alex 
“Boncayao Brigade in December 2000. 

Tabara then sat as co-chair of the JEMC's 
National Technical Working Group on the ces- 
sation of hostilities. 

"The solution to conflict was painstakingly be- 
gan and the noble choice was made by Ме Tabara 
and the several killed before him,” Soliman said. 

"t is unfortunate that this crime happened 
ata time when the JEMC and its partners have 
been actively delivering the social services to 
those in need, thereby responding to the peo- 
ple's legitimate grievances,” she added. 

"1 enjoin all peace loving citizens to stand up 


against such heinous act. These crimes have tak- 
еп the lives of well-meaning citizens who were 
not only nation builders, but fathers, husbands, 
‘sons and daughters to those who love them." 

In an interview with the Ingummen, Soliman 
said she last met with Tabara three weeks ago 
when he checked on the progress of the pover- 
ty alleviation projects being pursued by the so- 
cial welfare department in 12 barangays in the 
Negros and Panay island provinces. 

The 12 villages were specially selected for 
the programs by the RPA Foundation, an orga- 
nization under Tabara's leftist faction, she 
said. The projects were meant to deliver wa- 
ter supply, livelihood training, health ser- 
vices, and assistance to senior citizens. 

Tabara of late had also been discussing 
with her the possible steps to be taken by the 
JEMC toward the “disposition of (rebel) 
Forces,” she recalled. 

‘Tabara was up toa certain point recognized 
as а good revolutionary, Bayan Muna Rep. 
‘Satur Ocampo said yesterday. 

‘Ocampo acknowledged that Tabara had 
been a colleague several years ago in the Cen- 
tral Committee of the Communist Party of 
Philippines (CPP). 

“Не (Tabara) rose from the ranks. He head- 
ed the CPP Visayas Committee for some time. 
Yes, he was recognized,” Ocampo said in a 
phone interview. 

‘Asked if Tabara should be remembered by 
the Filipino people as a patriot, Ocampo de- 
dined comment, saying he doesn't, want to 
talk in such terms. 
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DV NAVIGATION When you shoot 
Video, an index picture and counter infor- 
‘mation are stored in the memory card. 

So to watch your video footage, ust cal . 
‘the navigation faci 


USB PC LINK Offers real ime video 
streaming ( MPEG-1) from video playback 
Or directly through camera, to your PC. во 
you can Greate video discs, Make 
Video clips, Capture digital stilis, 

Communicate via Web-Camera 


PLUS MANY MORE OTHER FEATURES THAT MAKES THESE 
CYBERCAMS TRULY A PERFECT EXPERIENCE. 
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dust рий out the viewsinder or open the 
LCD monitor, and the camera automaticaly | 
Powers up snd ready to shoot, Close В; 

‘and power automaticaly shuts of, 
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Prime suspects 


Kintanar. 


Committee. 
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RPM-P was not declaring war on 
the CPP-NPA. "Given the situa- 
tion, we have no choice but to 
defend ourselves,” he told the 
Iouem in a telephone inter- 


Own investigation 

De la Cruz confirmed that the 
RPM-P was conducting its own 
investigation of the double mur- 


‘Tabara and Ong, boyfriend of 
табага daughter, were gunned 
Sunday night atthe parking lot of 
SM Fairview, apparently by hit 
men of the NPA. Initial police re- 
ports linked the NPA to the 


Citing evidence at hand, a se- 
nior police officer said Tabara 
was killed by the same group of 
highly trained assassins—includ- 
ing a woman—who gunned 
down former NPA chief Romulo 
"Ka Rolly” Kintanar in January 


year. 
Like Tabara, Kintanar left the 
mainstream communist rel 

movement in 1992 over ideologi- 


Three days after. the killing, 
CPP spokesperson Gregorio “Ka 
Roger” Rosal said he still could 
not confirm whether the NPA was 


“Besides, what I initially de- 
clared that the NPA could be be- 
hind the job was only my instant 
reaction to the killing since an 
NPA team had long been looking 
for Tabara,” he said in a cell 


‘Asked about the possibility 
that the NPA was not responsi- 
ble for the Tabara slay, Rosal 
replied: "Just wait for our state- 
ment on the matter. I's not that 
easy to issue a statement and 


Killing, especially when a big 
personality was involved.” 

He noted that the CPPNPA 
claimed responsibilty for the as- 
sassination of Kintanar three days 


Rosal explained that after ev- 
,” all members of 
the NPA special team immediate- 
ly retreat to the guerrilla base in 


“They cant just text or phone 
the result of the operation. There 
are security measures that we 
have to seriously consider” he 


Citing reports from the intelli 
gence community, Senior Supt. 
Rodolfo “Boogie” Mendoza, Task 
Force Tabara chief, said members 
of the special operations group 
(SOG) of the CPP military staff 
remained the prime suspects in 
the killing of both Tabara and 


‘The CPP military staff is head- 
ed by Leo Velasco while the SOG 
is led by Prudencio Calubid, a 
member of the CPP Central 


Mendoza, a police officer 
with extensive background on 
the communist insurgency, said 


Putting Tabara’s career ín perspective, Ocam- 
po said that Tabara was involved in the ideolog- 
ical debate that split the CPP in the 1990s. 

“Tabara set up his own breakaway group that 
allied itself with the breakaway faction of File- 
mon Lagman, although there was a "falling. 
out” later between the two, Ocampo said. 

Ocampo noted that the Tabara group, 
known as the RPMP and its armed wing, the. 
RPA, later entered into a peace agreement. 
with the Estrada administration 

‘As Ocampo put it, the agreement involved 
“collaboration (by the Tabara group with the 
Philippine National Police) in the govern- 
ment's peace and order campaign.” 

‘Ocampo said that since Tabara left the 
mainstream communist movement and start- 
ей collaborating with government, his rela- 
tions with the mainstream communist move- 
‘ment turned bad. 

‘Ocampo did not make a judgment of 
Tabara's activities and of Tabara's person after 
he left the mainstream movement. 

Like Tabara who was felled by assassins’ 
bullets on Sept. 26, Lagman met a violent 
death in January 2001. 

‘Ocampo, for his part, has been identified 
with the mainstream communist movement. 
although he clarified that he wasn't involved 
in the debate that divided the movement. 

‘Ocampo said that in August or September, 
he chatted with Tabara when they found 
themselves on the same flight from Manila to 
Dumaguete. “He approached me first. 1 asked 
about his family" Ocampo said. 


Tabara allies vow 
to destroy Red ‘fanatics’ 


investigators were looking at 
about 20 CPP members in- 
volved in the Tabara assassina- 
Чоп. 

“There's a separate group in- 
volved in the planning, another 
in the intelligence buildup, and 
still another one that staged the 
actual hit,” he said, He explained 
that the intelligence and hit 
squad each had about 10 mem- 
bers. 

Equally important in solving 
the case is the arrest of those 
who had masterminded the 
murder, he said. 

"We are not limiting our inves- 
tigation to the aetual perpetra- 
tors," Mendoza said. "This is a 
comprehensive investigation that 
will also go after the master- 
mind.” 


Identities 

‘The Revolutionary Proletarian 
‘Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade 
(RPA-ABB) has identified the two 
assailants in the killing of Tabara. 
The RPMP is the political wing of 
the RPA-ABB. 

RPA-ABB national comman- 
der Carapali Lualhati said the 
assailants were believed to be 
members of the NPA special op- 
erations unit. The two as- 
sailants, he said, had the same 
profile as the gunmen who shot 
Kintanar ar a restaurant in the 
Quezon Memorial Circle in Que- 
zon City on Jan. 23, 2003. 

Lualhati said the identity of the 
suspects was relayed to him by 
sources within the rejectionist 
movement whose members 
broke away from the CPP But the 
information, he added, was stil 
being verified. 

Once confirmed, Lualhat said 
his group would follow the legal 
process and coordinate with the 
Philippine National Police 

"We will see to the filing of cas- 
es against the assailants so we 
can arrest them in coordination 
with the PNP when warrants of 
arrest are issued,” he told the In- 
ume. 

“We will exhaust all legal 
means, but if they fight back 
when they are arrested, we will 
have no choice but to retaliate,” 
Carapali said. 


Vigil 

In Bacolod City, a peace vigil 
was held Tuesday at the Fountain. 
of Justice by members of Alab 
Katipunan (AK) who demanded 
justice for Tabara's killing. 

AK chair Ben Solilapsi said his 
group would continue the vigil, 
not only for Tabara but also for 
the other victims of atrocities Бу 
the CPP all over the country. 

He said AK would stage a fast 
оп Oct. 4 and hold a peace rally 
and а caravan to Dumaguete 
when the remains of Tabara are 
brought there. 

On Tuesday, the body of Ong 
was brought to Dumaguete City 
for funeral, which is scheduled 
for Sunday, Tabara's sister-in- 
iaw, Dr. Evangeline Aguilan, 
said yesterday. Aguilan said 
Ong's remains lay at Eternal 
Homes. With a report from 
Carla P Gomes, PDI Visayas 
Bureau 


for the 


SC DECISION 
Leave barangays 


By Philip C. Tubeza. dent in 1997, and set supplemen- 

tal guidelines for the league's syn- 
chronized election of officers in 
that same year. 

"These acts of the DILG went 
beyond the sphere of general su- 
pervision and constituted direct 
interference with the political af- 
fairs, not only for the Liga (the 
league), but more importantly, of 
the barangay as an institution,” 
said the decision penned by Jus- 
tice Dante Tinga. 

"The mantle of local autono- 
my would be eviscerated and re- 
main an empty buzzword if un- 
constitutional, ilegal and un- 
warranted intrusions in the af- 
fairs of the local governments 
are tolerated and left 
unchecked,” he added. 


‘THE SUPREME COURT has ruled 
that the Department of Interior 
алё Local Government cannot 
take over the National League of 
Barangays, saying that this would 
endanger local autonomy. 

In а 37-page decision dated 
Sept. 27, the tribunal reversed an 
Aug. 1997 decision of the 
Caloocan Regional Trial Court 
which allowed the DILG to tem- 
porarily take control of the 
league after it was hit by internal 
squabbles over the election of its 
officers. 

‚The high court also declared as 
nconstitutional two DILG circu- 
lars which effectively deposed 
Alex David, the league's presi- 
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PNA: The Nod 
VEM, 


alone, DILG told 


"The league is the organization 
of all barangays and holds the 
power to determine its represen- 
tatives to the municipal, city, ог 
provincial councils 

While the league is primarily 
governed by the Local Govern- 
ment Code, it is empowered to 
‘make ts own constitution and by- 
laws, including its own election 
rules, the high court said. 

“The election of Liga officers 
is part of the Liga’s internal or- 
ganization, for which the latter 
has already provided guide- 
lines... Clearly, what the DILG 
wielded was the power of con- 
trol which even the President 
does not have,” the tribunal 
said. 

“As the entity exercising super- 


vision over the (league), the 
DILG's authority over the Liga is 
limited to seeing to it that the 
rules are followed, but it cannot, 
lay down such rules itself, nor" 
does it have the diseretion to 
modify them," it added. 

‘The court said that if there 
were violations of the leagues 
election rules, it should have or- 
dered the group to conduct an- 
other election, “in accordance 
with the Liga's own rules, but not. 
in obeisance to DiLG-dictated 
guidelines.” 

either had the DILG the au- 
thority to remove the incumbent. 
officers of the Liga and replace 
them, even temporarily with un- 
elected Liga officers" the 
bunal said. 
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AGIC SING PREMIUM“ 


UKrenews | 
advisory on m 


travel to RP 


THEBRITISH government has warned its ci 
zens they face the risk of “indiscriminate ter- 
rorist attacks” while traveling around the 
Philippines even as it said that Westerners 
were targeted in the recent terrorist attack in 
Indonesia. 

Britain's Foreign and Commonwealth Of- 
fice (FCO) reiterated its advice against travel 
to central, southern and western Mindanao, 
Basilan, Tawi-Tawi and the Sulu archipelago, 
where operations against terrorist and rebel 
groups were ongoing and where kidnappings 
and bombings have taken place. 

It said there was a "high threat" from ter- 
rorism and kidnapping throughout the Philip 
pines, and advised UK citizens to take particu- 
lar care in the rest of Mindanao, Manila, 
Palawan and at coastal resorts and tourist 
centers throughout the country. 

“There continues to be threats against 
Western interests and there is a danger of col- 
lateral damage from terrorist attacks targeted 
at others," the FCO said, adding that public 
transport in the Philippines was risky 
whether by road, гай, sea or air. 

“You should also be aware of the global risk 
of indiscriminate terrorist attacks, which 
could be against civilian targets in public 
places, including those frequented by foreign- 
ers,” the advisory said. 

The FCO recalled that Westerners were 
“deliberately targeted” in terrorist attacks in 
Jakarta this month and in August last year, 
and in the island resort of Bali in October 
2002. 

The FCO said, however, that Philippine au- 
thorities were taking steps to neutralize the 
terrorist threat, and had tightened security in 
the metropolis and other areas considered at. 
"high risk,” including airports and seaports. 

UK citizens traveling in the Philippines 
were also advised to steer clear of animal 
markets and poultry farms to avoid catching. 
avian influenza or bird flu, 

The FCO noted the recent renewed out- 
breaks of avian influenza among poultry in 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, China and 
Cambodia. 

"Travelers to the Philippines are not likely 
to be affected, but you should avoid live ani- 
mal markets and poultry farms and places 
"where you may come into contact with live 
poultry" the FCO said TJ Burgonio 


Mike A asks 
. Customs to nab 
_name-droppers 


AFTER President Macapagal-Arroyo or- 
dered the Bureau of Customs to draft a 
shortlist of the big-time smugglers in the 
country, First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
Toyo asked the authorities to arrest 
traders using his name to fast-track the 
release of their ilicit shipments. 

In a statement, Arroyo said he had in- 
structed his lawyer to inform newly ap- 
pointed Customs Commissioner George 
Jereos "that nobody is authorized to use 

“my name in any transaction in the bureau." 

“specially illegal transactions,” said 
Arroyo, who had been implicated in the 
smuggling of rice, sugar, vegetables, ve- 

*hicles, alcohol and dangerous 
drugs which the President had tagged 
as the most smuggled items into the 
country. 

‘Arroyo said he “does not meddle and 
does not intend to meddle in governance." 

Arroyo recalled that he had made the 
same appeal against name-droppers at 
the BOC and National Food Authority аз 
early as two years ago. But rumors of his 
involvement in smuggling continued to 
persist. 

‘Asked what President Arroyo would 
до if her husband was found to be in- 
volved in smuggling, Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye said this was “far-fetched.” 

Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


© ver 175 million people worldwide are afflicted with diabetes, the "silent killer”. Left untreated, 
it can lead to serious complications like peripheral nerve damage resulting in amputations, blindness, 
| kidney failure, heart disease, and a fatal stroke. Now, you have a chance to survive one of the major 


health challenges of the 71! century. 


TF YOU ARE DIABETI 


C. DON 


GET BITTER: 


JHOPE IS HERE. 


Just when you feel quite hopeless about your diabetes comes 

Cogent 4+, the first anti-diabetic herbal supplement in the 

| country that provides diabeties hope for a better quality of life. 
Based on the 5000-year old Indian рит medical system that 

uses medicinal herbs, Cogent db* rejuvenates the damaged 

pancreas for increased blood glucose control and enhanced vitality 


The Wisdom of 
Литва the traditional Indian medical system 
of healing that uses a holistic approach in 
the treatment of various diseases including 
diabetes, Derived from the Sanskrit words 
Apus meaning life and Vee or knowledge, 
| this healing method cares not just for the 
body but the senses, mind, and soul as weil. * > 
Modern medicine has its roots in yur, thanks ^ А. 
to the exchange of knowledge between Indian and 
Western physicians in the 16th century. This therapeutic practice. 
«identified MadBuneha, the Sanskrit word for diabetes mellitus, during 
the Sth century. By then, yur had already developed natural 
treatments for this chronic disease. In fact, the herbal formula for 
Cogent db+ was discovered among other Ayımedi texts, written on 
a centuries-old palm leaf manuscript. 


9 Herbs: The Synergy nt Healing 
"The ancient formula for Cogent جرال‎ tablets contains 9 herbs that 
sunl poses poten an-dabetc anti-inflamator, rejuvenate, 
blood purificatory immunological, and antioxidant properties. 
Unlike ther available supplements Cogent db uses neem tree 
adn indian gooseberry (Pai отбой turmeric 
(irme lon), тут: (riae ават яна), county 
‘borage (Rote agua) black plum (ya comin), belli 
nyrbalan (Tr leri, Miyrodealan chebulic (rim 
lul and small ومكالت‎ (Tibi tri) When combined, 
| they provide а unique remedy for diabetic patients Cogent 
fast could arrest the progress bf pancreatic 
damage and repair the damaged pancreatic 
bern els and prevent long-term diabetic 
complications in the kidneys, nervous system, 
eyes heart, and blood vessels. Itis this 
Synergy of natural elements that provides 
the halstic healing of Cogent dot, 


Ш Yearsof Proven Efficacy 6 Safety 
When the original 200 car od aa 

treatment writen on an ancient palm kaf 
| scroll weas discovered, Cybele Herbal 

Laboratories Lad. in Inda conducted 
iiid incl rials and cet its 
potency and efficacy. For 1 years, 
Cogent + has been thoroughly tested. 
foris effectiveness and safety. Afer 
desing inkl elon at various 
[| medical institutions in India, Malaysia, 

Rossia, and Sudan, 

the selene findings have been 
published in several 7 
respected journals 


р NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL MERCURY DRUG OUTLETS NATIONWIDE. 
‘Unt 1907, айе Plaza, Emerald Avene, riga Caney, 1605 Pasig Сау, Pirna, Tol no. (02) 68-8573, (02) 631-8863 Emal.copentdavenba com Visi: wew davenben com. 


COGENT db+ 


HERBAL DIETARY SUPPLEMENT 


"To summarize the publication from the United States Journal of 
Alternative and Complementary Medicine 2002; 84): 445-457: 
“People with type 2 diabetes may gain better control of their diabetes 
by taking Cogent db+ in addition to their oral diabetes medication" 
To this study, it was found that diabetic patents who took Cogent 
db+ had significantly lower fasting blood glucose, post meal blood 
glucose, glycated hemoglobin and insulin levels, All scientific 
publications on Cogent db* are available in the IBIDS database of 
the National Institute of Health, Office of the Dietary Supplements 
inthe USA. The manufacturing pant of Cybele Herbal Laboratories 
has an approval rating from the Therapeutic Goods Administration 
of Australia and the GMP certificate from the Government of 
India. Cybele strictly follows the HACCP standards of the World 
Health Organization, a true sign of the produc’ reliability. 


Solving the Root Cause of the Problem 
Based on the clinical findings of several medical ininuions,Cogent 
dt works rc on he main cause of diabetes i, the repair 
of the damaged pancreas cel thereby stimulating insulin 
production Asa result of ths, Cogent db provides several benefits 
For diabetes ike enhanced ese response to insulin absorption, 
lonering of series and cholesterol, eduction and normalization 
of blood glucose, and onto of longterm complications 

OF rype 2 diabetes without any side eect. As farther 
evidence, Cogent db tablets increase and sustain energy 
desc lily and effectively promoting general wel- 
being, Iis this holistic approach го total wellness that 
provides a more effective treatment. 


wesiorung Hope for a Healthy Tomorrow 
“To all those suffering from diabetes, there is now a real reason 
to have hope. As an herbal dietary supplement, Cogent db has 
proven benefits hat pass sit sci ern Since ts insoducon 
fo he market, it has become a top-seller in India, Malaysi 
Bangladesh, Sá Lanka, Sudan, Rusia, Japan, 
nd Aus. Soon, ie wil be giving hope 
то disbetics in the United Kinglor, 
'USA, Europe, and New Zealand. As 
эшш for ype 2 diabetes founded 
On an ancient healing system, Cogent 
dos has passed the test of tie. 
You can now gain beer control of 
your diabetes by taking Cogent db 
1 an to your oral diabetes 
medion. Ву taking wo ables twice 
эу afier food, you can experience 
the olii healing provided by 
Cogent db. This herbal preparation 
omes in aie form, in Bister ada 
E 30 Qs10) per box, and is now 
vibe май Mercury Drug ош. 
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OCTOBER TWO-WEEK INTENSIVE 
PROGRAM 2004 


"PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. ` 


FVR to grace PWCIU 75th anniversary 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union is celebrating its 75th anniversary 
with a thanksgiving service and dinner-dance 


‘The guest of honor and keynote speaker will 
be former President Fidel V Ramos. Rev. Ruth 
Panganiban Villena of Ellinwood UCCP will de- 


3 English for Foreigners 
О Intensive Grammar Review 


D Oral Presentation Skills 


Private Tutorial 


Я 
«911-0832 
2911-0033. 
5911-0834. 


worw.apeschpower 


‚CLASSES BEGIN ON OCTOBER 18— 
I English Conversation Fluency 
1 Intensive Pronunciation Course 
ı3 English Conversation Practice 


О Writing for Business Purposes. 


О Vocabulary Enrichment Course 
7 Speed Reading & Comprehension 
л Acquiring American Accent. 


*Chokces of Coporate 
Private Coaching Communication Cursos 


on Oct. 2 at6 p.m, at the Manila Hotel. 
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Villa Granada 
Guia, PWCTU 


Te 
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‘The theme of the 
Years of Dedicated 


tion,” according to 


tional president. 


DENGUE PROBLEM? 


liver the inspirational message. 
Entertainment will be provided by the POU Kali- 

nangan Dance Group, Tambourine Dance, the 

Parafiaque IEMELIF Chancel Group and violinist 

Merjohn Lagaya accompanied by Naldy Rodriguez. 
"The PWCTU isa member of the World Womans 

de Christian Temperance Union, а global service orga- 

má nization of Christian women bound together in the 

fight against narcotics, tobacco and alcohol. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE GOVERNING INQUIRIES IN AID OF LEGISLATION 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
BOO Congress of the Philippines 
Е 
Thirteenth Congress 
First Regular Session 


Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the 
‘twenty-sixth day of July, two thousand four. 


SECTION 1. Power to Conduct Inquiries. — 
Pursuant to Section 21, Article VI of the 
: Constitution, the House of Representatives, or any 
of its committees, may conduct inquiries in aid of 
| legislation in accordance with these rules, 


‘The filing or pendency ofa case before any court, 
tribunal or quasi-judicial or administrative body 
shall not stop or abate any inquiry conducted to 
carry out a legislative purpose. 


‘SEC. 2. Initiation and/or Conduct of Inquiry. — 
Inquiries may be initiated and/or conducted by a 
committee subject to the following conditions: 


motu proprio on any matter within its 
jurisdiction upon a-majdtity vote of all its 
Members; or 


@) upon order of the House of Representatives. 
through: 


(bi) the referral of a privilege speech 
containing or conveying a request or demand for 
the conduet of an inquiry, to the appropriate 
‘committee through a motion of the Majority Leader 
or his deputies; or 


(69 the adoption of a resolution directing 
a committee to conduct an inquiry reported out by 
the Committee on Rules after making a 
determination on the necessity and propriety of 
the conduet of an inquiry by such committee: 
Provided, That all resolutions directing any 
committee to conduct an inquiry shall be referred 
to the Committee on Rules; or 


(63) the referral by the Committee on 
Rules {3 the appropriate committee of a petition 
filed or-iniformation given by any person not a 
Memberofthe House requesting such inquiry after 
making: 3 ‘determination on the necessity and 
propriety of the conduct of an inquiry: Provided, 
‘That such petition or information is endorsed by 
the Speaker and is given under oath, stating the 
facts upon which it is based, and accompanied by 
supporting documents, 


The committee to which a privilege speech, 
resolution, petition or information requesting an 
inquiry is referred may constitute and appoint 
subcommittees composed of at least nine 
committee Members for the purpose of performing 
апу and all acts which the committee asa whole is 
authorized to perform except to punish for 
contempt: Provided, That where the privilege 
speech, resolution, petition or information is 
referred to two or more committees, a joint inquiry 
by the said committees shall be conducted. 


‘The findings and recommendations of the 
subcommittees shall be submitted for approval 
‘and such other appropriate action(s) thereon by 
the mother committee: Provided, That such 
findings and/or recommendations including 
| summary statements thercon or publications 
elated thereto shall not bo released by any Member 
of the subcommittee and/or the secretariat staff 
` prior to the inclusion of the final committee report 
in the Calendar of Business as provided in Section 
13 hereof. 


SEC. 8. Executive Meeting of the Committee. ~f 
the committee or subcommittee deems that the 
examination of a witness in a publie henring may 
endanger national security, it shall conduct the 
examination in an executive session, and shall 
makea determination on the necessity or propriety 
‘of conducting further examinations of such witness 
ina public hearing. 


Attendance in executive sessions shall be 
limited to Members of the committee, the 
committee secretariat staff and such other 
persons whose presence are required or allowed 


by the Chairperson. 


No testimony taken or evidence presented in 
ап executive session, or any summary or excerpt 
thereof or documents related thereto, in whole or 
in part, shall be made public, unless authorized by 
a majority vote ofthe Members present, there being 
a quorum. 


SEC. A.Internal Rules and Quorum. = Subject 
to the Rules of the House of Representatives and to 
these rules, the committee tasked to conduct an 
inquiry may adopt supplementary internal rules 
‘of procedure to govern the conduct of the inquiry. 


One-fifth (1/5) of all the Members of a 
committee or a majority of all the Members of a 
subcommittee shall constitute a quorum. The 
Speaker, the Deputy Speakers, the Majority 
Leader. the Deputy Majority Leaders, the Minority 
Leader and the Deputy Minority Leaders or the 
‘Members deputized by them shall be added to the 
total number of committee or subcommittee 
Members, ns the case may be, for purposes of 
determining the existence of a quorum if they are 
present in a meeting. 


SEC. 5. Rules of Procedure and Evidence. The 
Rules of Court shall be suppletory to these rules, 


‘SEC. 6. Appearance of Counsel. The person at. 
whose instance the inquiry was initiated may be 
represented by counsel if he/she so desires. 


А witness shall be informed bj the committee 
or subcommittee that he/she may be represented 
by counsel. When informed by a witness of his/her 
desire to be represented by counsel or when such 
‘witness requests to be represented by counsel, the 
committee or subcommittee may provide him/her 
with а counsel de oficio, or allow him/her to be 
assisted by counsol of his/her own choice. 


‘The participation of counsel for the witness 
during the hearing and while the witness is 
testifying shall be limited to advising said witness 
of hishhor legal rights. 


Counsel for a witness shall conduct himself? 
herselfin a professional manner and shall observe 
proper decorum. Otherwise, upon a majority vote 
of the Members present, there being a quorum, 
such counsel shall be subject to contempt or to 
such other disciplinary action that may include 
censure and removal from the room where the 
hearing is being conducted. 


А counsel ordered removed from the room where. 
the hearing is being conducted may, upon his 
request, be allowed to remain in the room as an 
observer. As such, he/she shall sit in the place. 
reserved for the general public and shall have no 
participation in the proceedings. 


Incases where a counsel fora witnossis ordered 
removed from the room, the witness shall be given 
reasonable time, as may be determined by the 
committee, to secure the services of another counsel 
Should the witness deliberately or eapriciously fail 
or refuse to obtain the services of another counsel, 
a counsel de officio may be provided to the witness 
by the committee within a reasonable time. 
‘Thereafter, the hearing shall continue, and the 
testimony of such witness shall be heard. 


‘SEC. 7, Compulsory Attendance of Witnesses.— 
‘The committee shall have the power to issue 
subpoena and subpoena duces lecum to witnesses 
in any part of the country, signed by the 
Chairperson or acting Chairperson and the 
Speuker or acting Speaker. However, if the 
committee is unable to secure the signature of 
the Sponkor ar acting Speaker on n subpoena and/ 
ог subpoena duces tecum, it may request the 
Committee on Rules to act on the matter. Upon 
the recommendation of the Committee on Rules 
through a majority vote of all its Members, after 
determining that the attendance of a witness is 
indispensable to the effective conduct of the 
inquiry and/or to tho attainment ofthe objective(s) 
thereof, the Speaker shall issue a subpoena and) 
ог a subpoena duces tecum to compel the 
attendance of n witness. 


Within Metro Manila, such process shall be 
served by the Sergeant-at-Arms or his assistant. 
Outside Metro Manila, service of such procoss 
may be made by the appropriate police officer or 
‘authority of the town or city, upon request of the 
Secretary General. 


Witnesses shall testify under oath to be 
ndministered by the Chairperson or by any other 
person authorized by law. 


Witnesses who are not government officials. 
summoned by the committee shall be entitled, 
upon their request and subject to the approval of 
the Speaker, to reasonable transportation 
expenses and such other amounts as may be 
deemed necessary for their stay in Metro Manila. 


‘Subpoena shall be served to witnesses at least. 
three days before a scheduled hearing in order to 
give them every opportunity to prepare for the 
heaving and to employ counsel, should they desire. 


Bach subpoena shall be accompanied by a 
notice stating that the witness may convey to the 
committee, by mail, telephone or any other 
electronie communication device, his/her desire 
toconfer with the secretary of the committee prior 
to the date of the hearing, 


A witness shall be limited to giving 
information relevant and germane to the subject 
‘matter under investigution. The committee shall 
rule upon the admissibility of any testimony or 
information presented by the witness. Privileged 
communications shall be respected. 


SEC. 8, Record of Inquiry. — The testimony of 
witnesses shall be recorded in verbatim, Records 
of testimonies given in executive sessions shall 
be placed in the custody of the Secretary General 
who shall ensure their preservation and 
confidentiality. 


A witness or his/her counsel, at the expense of 
the witness and upon written request duly 
approved by the committee chairperson, may 
obtain transcripts of any public testimony of the 
witness from the secretary of the committee. 


ВЕС. 9, Contempt. — The committee may, by a 
vote of two-third (2/3) of the Members present, 
there being a quorum, punish for contempt апу 
person who: 


(a)refuses, after being duly summoned, to obey 
such summons without legal excuse; 


(b) refuses to be sworn or placed under 
affirmation; 


(© refuses to answer any relevant inq 


(@) refuses to produce any books, papers, 
documents or records that are relevant to the 
inquiry and are in his/her possession; 


(@)acts in a disrespectful manner towards any 
Member of the Committee or commits 
misbehavior in the presence of the committee; or 


(D Unduly interferes in the conduct of 
proceedings during meetings. 


БЕС. 10, Penalty,—Contemptof the committee. 
shall be deemed contempt of the House. ‘The 
person so cited under Section 9 may, upon order 
of the committee, be detained in such place as the 
Chairperson or acting Chairperson may designate. 


‘Those cited under Section 9, paragraph (€) and 
(D shall be detained for a period not exceeding ten 
days in a place designated by the Chairperson or 
Acting Chairperson under the custody of the 
Sorgeantat-Arms. 


SEC. 11. Rights of Witnesses. — The rights of 
witnesses including their right against self- 
inerimination shall be respected, 


Any witness desiring to deliver or present a 
prepared or written statement before the 
‘committee shall file а copy of such statement, under. 
auth, with the secretary of the committee within 
forty-eight (48) hours before the hearing at which 
the statemont is to be delivered or presented. 


Such statements or portions thereof which are 
relevant and germane to the subject of the 
investigation may, at the conclusion of the 
testimony of the witness, and upon approval by а 
majority vote of the Members of the committee, n 
‘quorum being present, be inserted into the official 
transcript of the proceedings. 


A witness shall be allowed to request for und 
be granted postponement of his/her appearance 
before the committee or subcommittee on 
grounds that rendor him/her physically unable 
to attend the inquiry/invostigatiun: Provided, 
‘That the fact of physical inability to attend the 
inquirylinvestigation ia supported by npproprinte. 
medien] and/or other certification ns may be 
required by the committee or subcommittee, and: 
Provided, further, That no witness shall be 


‘granted more than two postponements without 
justifiable cause, 


SEC. 12. Rights of Persons Affected bya Hearing. 
Where applicable, any person named in a public 
hearing or in the relensed record of testimonies 
given in executive sessions, who has not bcen 
previously so named shall, within a reasonable 
time thereafter, be notified of such fact by 
registered letter, return receipt requested, to his 
her address last known to the committee. ‘The 
notice shall include: 


(а) a statement that the person has been зо 
named; 


(6) the dato and place of hearing where the 
person was named; 


(9 the name of the person who testified: and 


(@ information to the effect that a copy of the 
Rules of Procedure Governing Inquiries in Aid of 
Legislation is available for his/her perusal in the 
House. 


Any person so notified, who believes that his! 
her character or reputation was adversely affected 
may, within seven days after receipt of snid notice: 


(a) communicate with the secretary of the 
committee, and/or 


(b) request to appear in person, at his/her own 
expense, before the committee in public session 
and give testimony. 


Any person testifying under the foregoing 
provisions shall be accorded the same privileges 
аз any other witness appearing before the 
‘committee, and may be questioned concerning any 
matter relevant and germane to the subject of the 
investigation, 


SEC. 13. Report of Committee. ~The committee 
shall terminate an inquiry. and submit a report 
thereon within sixty (60) calendar days from the 
dateofits receipt ofthe referral thereof. The inquiry 
is deemed to have commenced on the date of receipt 
of the referral of tho privilege speech, resolution, 
petition or information to the pertinent committee, 
For this purpose, within three days from the time 
the inquiry commenced, the committee shall give 
‘written notice to the Committee on Rules that itis. 
conducting an inquiry, stating therein the subject 
matter thereof and the date when the inquiry 
commenced 


‘The report shall contain the findings of the 
committee on the subject mattor of the inquiry, 
the grounds on which its findings are based, and 
its recommendations, if any. The report shall be 
approved by a majority vote of the Members. 
present, there being a quorum. Members who vote. 
against the approval of the report and who do not. 
sign the majority report may make concurring and/ 
or dissenting opinions. 


No committee report, an excerpt or summary 
statement. of the contents thereof, or any 
publication related thereto, shall be released by 
‘any Member of thecommittee andor its secretariat 
staff prior to the inclusion of the report in the 
Calendar of Business. 


‘The report, together with any concurring and/or 
issentingopinion, shall be filed with the Secretary 
General of the House of Representatives who shall 
include tho same in the Order of Business within 
three days from receipt thereof. 


SEC. 14: Action on Report. = The report, upon 
inclusion in the Order of Business, shall be referred 
to the Committee on Rules for appropriate action. 


SEC. 15. Bffectivity. - These Rules shall take 


effect seven days after publication in two 
‘newspapers of general circulation. 


Gere de 
P vesci 
Speaker 


‘This Rules of Procedures Governing Ind 
Aid of Legislation was adopted by the House of 
Representatives on September 16, 2001. 


Adopted, 


Rane 


oni jo P. NAZARENO 
ајан General 


[Ud 
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ByDorisC.Dumlao ative countries and money laundering. 

territories released in In 2001, Congress 
THE GOVERNMENT 2000. At that time, passed an Anti-Mon- 
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eylaundering ease in-yethavealawagainst but the FATF was not 
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i justice se S001 
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fis family in Japan. 

According to de 
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kidnapped- mans 
башы, sent Ше : 
толеу fom Tokyo to id 
the savings account PILOT 
ala domes Yap ma 
Bonner Experience 
bank in Lapu-Lapu. 2 

Afer the ransom 
money was credited 
to the bank account, 
Several withdrawals 
me m 
455,000 was made 
through automated 
teller machines, ас. 
cording to the AMLC. 
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his whereabouts are 
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list of 15 non-cooper- 


BAGHDAD—Two female italian hostages seized in Bagh- 
dad three weeks ago were freed on Tuesday along with 
Kidnapped Iraqis and Egyptians in а flurry of releases, but 
jn abducted Briton remained under threat of death. 


w French journalists were also 


ovement declined to comment. 
{The two freed Italian aid work- 
is, Simona Pari and Simona Tor- 
упа, were safe and well, Italian 


Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi Within minutes of their re- forhelping Rome during the crisis. 
‘$id. They and two Iraqi colleagues “lease, an Egyptian telephone А Kuwaiti daily said earlier on 
‘ized with them had been freed af- company said four of six of its en- Tuesday the women's captors had 


ter “difficult” negotiations, he said. 


News of their release sparked- also been set free. Sl-million ransom. 
scenes of joy across Italy, and Ital- Ви the fate of British hostage, _ Announcing their release to par- 
ian television showed live pié. engineer Kenneth Bigley, who liament, Berlusconi said the secret 


tures of the jet carrying the two 


Fie неран ERE 


——— HÀ 


been threatened with beheading, 
remained unclear. 
Pari and Torretta, both aged 
29, were taken at gunpoint from 
their central Baghdad offices on 
Sept. 7 in a brazen kidnapping 
that jolted the thousands of for- 
eigners working in rag 
“This is an extraordinary mo- 
ment of joy" said Italian Foreign 
Minister” Franco Frattini, who 
thanked Arab and Islamic leaders 


He 
{ An Arab television report-said” - Simonas, as they are affectionate- 
„Лу known in Italy, touch down at 
Ciampino airport at 11:15 p.m. 
“We are well" the two told re- 
porters before they were taken away 
for questioning by antiterror magis- 
trates looking into their kidnapping. 


lose to being freed, but the French 


gineers snatched last week had 


agreed to free the hostages for a 


‚was seized 12 days ago and has services had located their where- 
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came early on Tuesday "after a 
night which led us to a very diffi- 
cult choice with two Нез of pur- 
suit which could have been mutu- 
ally conflictual.” 

He gave no further details and 
did not mention any ransom. 

Despite the flurry of releases, 
which follows the freeing on Mon- 
day of an Iranian diplomat kid- 
mapped nearly two months ago, 
there has been no word on the fate 
of Bigley 62, abducted by gunmen 
with two American colleagues 
from their Baghdad home. Reuters 


PHILIPPINE DERMATOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


So the Public 
May Know 


дау, there is an alarming, unabated proliferation of “skin clinics,” owners 

of which boldly and misleadingly call themselves “dermatologists.” 

Several: of these establishments are actually cosmetic parlors, while 

others are manned by physicians who are self-proclaimed dermatologists. Are 

they really legitimate dermatologists? Dermatologists are licensed medical 

doctors who have undergone 3 years of training on the science of dermatology 

which includes diagnosis and medical and surgical management of disorders 

of the skin, hair and nails. Mere attendance’ in seminars, workshops or 

conventions, both locally or abroad, without the basic three-year dermatology 
training is certainly not enough to make one a dermatologist. 


Inthe country, the Philippine Dermatological Society (PDS) is the only recognized 
accrediting body for dermatological training. It is likewise the only society 
recognized by the Philippine Medical Association for dermatology. Now, fifty 
two (62) years in existence, it has pioneered and brought dermatology to high 
distinction in the Philippines. Currently, it has a total membership of more than 
six hundred qualified dermatologists many of whom have obtained further 
training and recognition abroad. The PDS is a member of the International 
League of Dermatological Societies and the League of ASEAN Dermatological 
Societies. B 

We, therefore, warn the public to be careful in choosing to whom you will entrust 
your skin. 


- ^ mWOREID — — 
Italian, Egyptian hostages freed in Iraq 


abouts earlier this week, but rather 
than risk using violence to secure 
their release, the Italian govem- 
ment had preferred to negotiate. 


said the breakthrough 


BERLIN—By subjecting most visitors to scans 
of their faces and fingers, the United States 
will this week expand a mass surveillance sys- 
tem that threatens freedom and race rela- 
tions, a privacy watchdog says. 

From Thursday, most visitors entering the 
United States will have to put each index fin- 
ger in turn on a glass plate that electronically 
scans it, and to havea digital photo taken. 

"The United States says its US-Visit program 
—already in place for travelers requiring visas 
and now being rolled out more widely will 
add an average of just 15 seconds to entry 
checks and will enhance security. 

Tt says the biometric data will be stored in 
databases, along with personal information 
such as full name, date of birth, citizenship, 
sexand passport number, and can be accessed 
by border, consular, immigration and law en- 
forcement officials. 

London-based rights group Privacy Inter- 
national said in a report on Wednesday that 
the scheme relied on flawed technology and 
opaque, error-strewn watchlists on which in- 
nocent people could find themselves wrongly 
identified as security threats. 

"There is no end to the uses to which this 


WASHINGTON—US scientists, including 10 
Nobel laureates, have launched a campaign in. 
key US states to denounce the policies of Pres- 
ident George W Bush. 

The group, Scientists and Engineers for 
Change, was created at the beginning of the 
week, said its spokesperson, Joy Howell. 

"The 25 members of the organization has 
scheduled a series of conferences, during 
which they will trj to convince their audi- 
ences that the Bush administration has 
abused science, Howell sid. 

"The scientists will speak in states including 
lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New 
Mexico, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Oregon, Virginia 
and Wisconsin, where Bush could be beaten 
bby Democratic rival John Kerry. 


PDS Secretariat: 


Rm. 1015 South Tower: Cathedral Heights Bldg, St Luke's Medcal Center, Е. Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon Ciy. Phäppines 1102 
Tel. No, (832) 7230101 loc. 2015 + TelFax No. (632) 7277309 + Emak pds@paciicnet ph + Website: www pds org ph 


"This administrations politicization and mis- 
use of science have made it increasingly dificult 
for science to play йз rightful role in public polis 


cymaking" the group said on its website, 
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SIMONA Pari left, and Simona Torretta smile upon th 
Rome's Ciampino military airport, late Tuesday night. 


US travel checks flawed, 


invasive, says watchdog 


sensitive information will be put, nor any 
meaningful borders or boundaries limiting 
the flow of this data,” it said. 

Itcited former pop star Cat Stevens, a Mus- 
lim convert now known as Yusaf Islam who 
was deported from the United States last 
‘week, as a prominent person who had fallen 
foul of security watchlists. 

A dual Canadian. Syrian national, Maher Ara, 
was deported to Syria by US agents in 2002 and 
says he was tortured there. He Б suing US offi- 
cials, who he says were acing on information 
from Canada that marked him out asa suspected 
al-Qaida member; Canadian officials deny this. 

“The watchlists are numerous, and plagued 
with errors," Privacy International said. Its di- 
rector Simon Davies said blacks and Muslims 
would be disproportionately targeted. 

“What youl witness in the coming months and 
yearsis an exponential rise in the number of black 
and Muslim travelers who will be tumed away, ar- 
rested, shackled, deported, аз Cat Stevens discov- 
ered,” he saidin a telephone interview. 

"The United States says the US-Visit scheme 
will protect both citizens and visitors, safe- 
guard privacy and facilitate legitimate travel 
and trade. Reuters 


US scientists, 10 Nobel laureates 
launch campaign against Bush 


They said this attitude was “not surprising 
from a president who said during his ca 
paign that ‘the jury is still ош on evolution." 

According to the scientists, "This situation 
will nor change until the American people elect 
a leader who respects the value and integrity 
of science more than the self-interest of his po- 
litical allies and special-interest backers.” 

In addition, the group said, "President George. 
W, Bush's economic policies have severely 
harmed prospects for utilizing the federal (re- 
search and development) portfolio as a tool for 
‘enhancing American economic competitiveness.” 

"The founding members of the new group 
include ‚Nobel Prize winners Peter Agre 
(Chemistry, 2003), Sidney Altman (Chem- 
istry, 1989), Dudley Hershbach (Chemistry 
1986), Douglas Osheroff (Physics, 1996) and 
Ато Penzias (Physics, 1978) as well as for- 
mer National: Science Foundation director 
and head of the White House Office of Science 
and Technology Policy, Neal Lane. AFP 
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Private rocket ship aims 
Jor $10-M space prize 


MOJAVE, Calif—A three-seat 
plane with 
wings and a nose studded with 
round windows: will try to 
blast out of Ears atmo- 
the Mojave 
desert on Wednesday to quali- 
fy for a $10-million prize de- 
signed to spur commercial 


The Ansari X Prize will go to 

the first team to build a space- 
government 

help, launch three people or 
their weight equivalent at 
least 100 km straight up, then 
repeat the feat with the same 
craft within two weeks. 

SpaceShipOne, the first to 
try for the prize, was built by 
aircraft designer Burt Ruta 
company, Scaled Composites, 
and financed by Microsoft 
Corp. co-founder Paul Allen. 

The venture cost $20 million 
10 $30 million, a small fraction. 
of the cost of similar govern- 
ment space programs. 

On June 21, SpaceShipOne, 
helmed by 63-year-old test pi- 


lot Mike Melvill, became the 
first privately funded, manned 
craft to reach space. 

Melvill spent about three 
weightless minutes watching 
the Earth curve below him un- 
der a black sky before gliding 
tê a safe reentry on the same 
Mojave runway from which 
he took off. 

On Wednesday Space 
ShipOnes rocket engine wil 
have to work harder—on board 
will be enough ballast to stand 
for two passengers, including 
tools belonging to the team and 
Ашап college slide rule. 

Following a successful flight 
on Wednesday, SpaceShipOne 
will have to fly by Oct, 13 to 
S meet the X Prize requirement 

of two space fights within rwo 
‘weeks, Rutan has tentatively 
setthe next flight for Oct. 4 

‘The X Prize has inspired 26 
private space programs in sev- 
еп countries but Rutan and 
Allen have remained ahead of 
the pack throughout the prize's 
eightyearhistory Reuters 
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Asia bird flu death toll climbs to 30 | 


BANGKOK—Vietnam confirmed of bird flu, probably after catch- not live with her daughter who фе hospital, was diagnosed with 
а new bird flu death to bring ing the disease while taking care was being raised in a village bird flu Monday and is now in an 
‘Asia's human toll to 30 on of her sickened daughter Sakun- where chickens were bred. isolation ward, as is her 6-year- 
Wednesday while Thailand rued tala ina hospital The 11-yearold  Pranee's 32yearold sister, old son. Both are listed in good 
its flawed efforts to control the died Sept. 12 but was cremated who also had tended Sakuntalain condition. 
epidemic after reporting its first before she could be tested to con- 
likely case of the virus jumping firm she had bird flu. 
from one person to another. ‘The recent deaths in Vietnam 
"The latest reported death was a and Thailand are part of a sec- 
14-month-old baby in Hanoi, who ond wave of outbreaks since the 
‘became Vietnam's 20th victim. He disease first swept through the 
‘was sickened with bird u's typical poultry stocks of much of Asia at 
symptoms of fever and coughing the start of this year, killing or 
on Aug, 28 and died Sept. 5,aViet- forcing the cull of tens of mil- 
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Wamese Health Ministry official lions of birds. A total of 30 peo- (GUANGZHOU TRADE FAIR) 
said on condition ofanonymity. ple have died. 4 DAYS 13 NIGHTS PACKAGE Four) 

hat announcement came a New outbreaks of bird flu in re- * 
day after Thailand raised concern ao = have | PHASE 1 $ 478 A Star Hotel In Guangzhou 
among health experts by report- ported in Malaysia, China, Cam- OCTOBER 15-18 VIA Philippine Airlines 
ing its first case of probable hu- bodia and Indonesia. Pippi 
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man-to-human transmission of Ртапее is the first person be- 
the virus—a 26-year-old woman lieved to have contracted the dis- 
who became the country’s 10th ease from another human, rather 
confirmed fatality. than poultry. She had never come 

Pranee Sodchuen died Sept. 20 in contact with poultry and did 


LIKE A PHOENIX 

LIFE, one of the 20th century's most inf- 
luentia periodicals, wil be reintroduced to 
more than 12 million readersin the US by 
Time inc. on Oct. I. The magazine has 
been updated to reflect contemporary feel 
and wil include fascinating stories, photo- 
graphs and tips and ideas for the weekend. 
‘The debut issue features Sarah jane 
Parker asitscoverstory.  #mzewamE 


WORLDBRIEFS 
Quake shakes California 
PARKFIELD, California—A strong earthquake 
shook the state Tuesday from Los Angeles to 
San Francisco, cracking pipes, breaking bottles 
of wine and knocking pictures from walls. There 
were no immediate reports of any injuries from 
the 6.0-magnitude quake and its more han 160 
aftershocks. The quake was centered about 11 
km southeast of Parkfield, a town of 37 people 
known as California's earthquake capital. The 
town is one of the world's most seismically ac- 
tive areas, located on the San Andreas Fault. 
"Things were shaking so bad you couldnt tell 
where to go next,” said Parkfield Vineyard owner 
Harry Miler, wno grows 69 has of wine grapes. 
"Trees shaking like brooms, and dust coming 
{rom everywhere." The quake tipped over about 
300 cases of his wine, and five or six of Miller's 
buldings- including his home—were dam- 
aged. Most of his water pipes burst. The quake 
struckat 10:15 a.m. and was felt along a 563-09 
Streich, as far north as Sacramento and as far 
south as Sta. Ana, southeast of Los Angeles. 

"he center was about halfway between Los An- 
‘eles and San Francisca АР 


Palestinians mark uprising 
RAMALLAH, West Bank—The Palestinian upris- 
ing marked its fourth anniversary with signs that 
the violent Hamas group is preparing a 
formidable politica challenge to Yasser Arafat, 
despite a series ol devastating blows from Israel 
Hamas published newspaper ads urging support- 
ers to vote in upcoming municipal elections, say- 
ing "it's time for change.” Atop Hamas leader al- 
so indicated that the group may challenge Arafat 
in presidential elections, which have not yet been 
scheduled. The uprising erupted on Sept. 28, 
2000, after Ariel Sharon, then Israel's apposition 
leader, visited a sensitive Jerusalem Мор 
revered by Jews and Muslims. Palestinian riots 
broke out, and five months later Sharon defeated 
Ehud Barak in a special election tor prime minis- 
ter. The fighting has taken a heavy toll on both 
sides, kiling more than 3,000 Palestinians and 
nearly 1,000 Israelis. AP 


US ‘Taliban’ seeks release 
SANFRANCISCO-— John Walker Lindh, serving 20 : ih 
years in jal for fighting alongside the Taliban, asked Either way, its 
ihe US government on Tuesday to lessen his sen- 

tence after it decided to release a second American РА 
captured in Afghanistan. Lindh, 23, dubbed the 

"American Talian," was captured in 2001 during 
the Afghanistan war and was sentenced in 2002 af- 
‘ter a plea deal. His lawyer, James Brosnahan, said lo 
he had fled an appeal to commute the sentence af- 

ter news that a long-held accused enemy combat- 
ant, Yaser Hamd, was to be flown from the US to 
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday. A Saudi-barn US citizen, 
Hamdi was captured on the same day and place as 
Lindh. "i hope America can find itin her heart to for- 
‘ve Jonn,” Lindhs mother Marilyn Wake, a hom 
така, told a news conference. “John has admitted 
he made a mistake when he went to Alghanistan in 
Jung 2001 ta fight in the civil war between the Tal- 
iban and the Northern Aliance. Despite what people | 
may thnk, John Lindh took no action whatsoever For inquiries plene contact 753-4616 / 18 or 848-7279. 

against his native country” outers 
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Weakness 


НЕ STRONGEST argument against the proposed 

grant of amnesty to the young officers and soldiers 

behind the failed mutiny in July 2003 is the bare- 
faced impunity with which Gregorio Honasan, his com- 
rades and his patrons attempted again and again to grab 
power from President Corazon Aquino, unleashing may- 
hem and destruction to the tune of billions of pesos. The 
kid-glove treatment early on accorded 
the rebel soldiers by an administration 
that, although triumphant in its becom- 
ing, was trapped in an uneasy partnership with a military 
unaccustomed to civilian leadership, served not only to 
coddle their petulance but also to display weakness. And 
as any student of psychology would know, weakness—or 
even the perception of itis a no-no in statecraft. 

‘But the way it looks, there's a big chance the Magdalo 
boys would be granted amnesty after the court martial is 
over and done with. The Palace insists that the six leaders 
of the failed mutiny did not seek concessions or special 
treatment in exchange for making a public apology to 
their commander in chief, but it is also saying that the 
hearings will be “expedited.” The public can take that to 
mean the hearings would be pushed, or speeded up (a 
context quaintly Filipino, of a piece with such time-hon- 
огей practices as lagay). At any rate, Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz—in whose office the six officers met last 
week with the woman whom one of them once deseribed 
as "yakking and yakking"—is preparing to study the pos- 
sibility of amnesty. Here we go again. 

125 quite easy to see why the idea of amnesty for the Mag- 
dàlo boys appeals to certain sectors. If their leaders are 
halfway representative of them, they're young, articulate 
and had a good academic record. And despite the possible 
antipathy that two or three of the leaders may have gener- 
ated from the viewing public during their televised 
takeover of the Oakwood Premier serviced apartments in 
Makati, the grievances they aired—corruption in the mili- 
tary, for one, the sort that allegedly allows soldiers to go to 
combat with inadequate gear while generals wallow in lux- 
ury—struck resonance in the hearts and minds of many. 

‘Yet for all that, for the wistful sentiment among many 
that despite the group's unacceptable mode of action, a 
substantial change would somehow result in life in these 
parts, it clearly broke the chain of command and chal- 
lenged the state—and is, therefore, legally liable for pun- 
ishment. A strong state would not have hesitated to seize 
the moment and impose a punishment exacting and 
swift. But, as has been pointed out, the moment is long 
past for a lesson to be unequivocally imposed. 

The mutineers languished behind bars for more than a 
year, their youth sapped by inactivity and the uncertainty 
of their future. It was fertile ground for a compromise, al- 
though both parties deny that any such thing occurred. 
Still, in these parts where authorities seem to talk from 
both sides of their mouths and the administration has lost 
credibility (through no fault but its own, announcing one 
thing and blithely doing another as though it had no 
shred of respect for honor, let alone memory), it is clear 
what the public will believe. 


Strength 


RANTING that quid pro quo governed the Magdalo 
leaders’ apology to President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
and granting that the grant of amnesty was part of 

it, the attentive observer is left to wonder what ће govem- 

ment would be holding as the prize. Perhaps the names of 

the mastermind(s) of the adventure that again brought a 

black eye to the Philippines’ image abroad and discouraged 

precious investors from even setting foot on our shores? 

Tes only fair that the government get something out ofa 
possible amnesty and reinstatement of the mutineers. Af- 
ter all, 125 not unreasonable for, say, important and deci- 
sive evidence to be turned over by a criminal before the 
government allows him or her to become a state witness. 
This is the way of the exchange; there is no room for a 
vacuum on either side. 

But that’s granting there is room for a fair exchange, or 
that the Arroyo administration has the capability in this 
case to bargain from a position of strength. Is this at all 
possible in these parts where the military, ever the old 
boys’ club, appears to be still calling the shots, the way it 
did during the Marcos regime? 
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Values without illusions 


‘THE SUNLIGHT filtered through windows of 
the Sth-century church on one of Rome's seven 
hills, the Aventino. The light framed the statue, 
garbed in brown and cream-white. 

“That's Marie Francoise Therese Martin,” 
the wife murmured. 

Marie what's her name? Therese, the promdi 
from Lisieux. Today, she towers with theolo- 
gian Thomas Aquinas, the Iberian reformer 
Teresa of Avila, Gregory and other church doc- 
tors. Many prefer the diminutive “The Little 
Flower” This Carmelite used that image in 
"Story of a Soul,” her 1895 autobiography. 

Her feast day is marked tomorrow, from 
chapels to Carmelite houses in Quezon City, 
says Inguimex's Belinda Olivares-Cunanan, Su- 
lu, Cebu, Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga, among 
the country's 22 Carmels. 

Hundreds are christened "Teresita." Agnes 
Gouxha Bojaxhiu chose that name too when 
she donned the veil. 

‘Agnes who? Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
"saint of the gutters,” who ministered to dying 
outcasts. 

Few knew the 15-year-old Therese on her 
entry into Lisieux Carmel in 1889. (Jose Rizal 
was then writing "Filipinas Dentro de Cien 
Años” in Spain.) Fewer noticed when, nine 
years later, she died at 24. 

‘Today, she is known worldwide as Saint 
Therese of the Child Jesus. She didn’t have а 
Ph.D., a Swiss bank account or political power. 
So why is she remembered with affection? 

“Tall and robust, childlike (but) with the dis- 
cernment of a 50-year-old ... she knew how to 
make you weep with devotion, or die with 
laughter at recreation,” some recall. And with- 
in Lisieux's bare cloisters, her life was a cycle of 
banal duties. 

‘Tuberculosis and gangrene of the intestines 
later wracked her frame with pain. "If I didn't 
have the faith, 1 would have killed myself with- 
out hesitation," she admitted. 

Many Filipinos can identify with her illness. 
Incidence of TB here is 226 for every 100,000, 
double the 100 for Thais. But is Therese rele- 


THE THING was a subject of much (heated) 
discussion in che Interner some years ago, and 
for some reason has gotten a new lease on life 
of late. That is the apparent anti-Filipino re- 
marks of Art Bell, an American talk-show host. 
Filipinos and Americans alike were up in arms 
over his commentaries some years ago and 
tried to get him fired from his radio station. 
They are so as well today, to go by the irate ex- 
postulations Гуе gotten in my e-mail. 

There's only one problem here: Art Bell nev- 
ег said those things. His supposed remarks 
were a hoax, asthe Inquires found outa couple 
of years ago. And Bell, a completely re- 
spectable talk-show host, has been protesting 
it since it came out on the Internet. The hoax 
has him saying: 

"In the past few decades, Filipinos have be- 
gun to infest the United States like some sort of 
disease... Nothing respectable has ever been 
created by the Filipino people... Young Fil 
men in America... have an enormously pervert- 
ей affection for Japanese cars... In their minds, 
they somehow believe they are Asian..." (In 
fact), in Japan, Filipinos are heavily discrimi- 
mated against. The only Filipinos that can live 
successfully in Japan are the prostitutes. 
Nothing in Filipino Culture can be seen as 
Asian. They have no architectural, artistic, or 
cultural influence which is in any way, Asian. 
Thinking of the great countries in Asia such as 
Japan, Korea, and China there is no way you 
Tan possibly connect the Philippine Islands.” 

There's a lot more, but you get the drift. 
What can Isay? The Web crawls with spiders. It 
is as much home to nasty pranksters as to soft- 
ware sharers. While at this, to this day 1 keep 
getting e-mail that has apparently bounced 
back to me. "Apparently" because 1 never sent 
those e-mails to begin with. Clearly, the char- 
acters who kept sending people e-mails pur- 
poreedly from me during the height of the Iraq 
War (someone wrote me to say he got porno- 
graphic material; asked him to send it “back” 
but unhappily got no answer) are still alive and 
crawling in the woodwork. 

‘What has given the Art Bell hoax a life of its 
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vant to stressed-out folk like us, buffeted by 
rebels, misrule and smog? 

in the infirmary, a dying Therese overheard 
two sisters fret that litle could be written into 
her circulaire, the traditional notice of death 
mailed to other Carmels. But just 28 years after 
her circulaire was filed, Pope Pius XI canonized 
this “cipher” She bolted to the title "Patron of 
the Mission,” along with that peripatetic ex- 
‘overt, the Jesuit Francis Xavier 

"Thats breakneck speed for an institution 
that shuns hurry The Cebuano (7) "OFW" and 
martyr, Pedro Calungsod, was beatified 330 
years afer his Guam martyrdom. 

Elevation to the altar in less than a century is 
Pope John Paul I's imprint on the ancient pro 
cess. Those honored include: Maximilian 
Kolbe, who took a prisoners place on the 
Gestapo execution list, Jose Maria Escriva of 
Opus Dei and Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 

Part of Therese's influence stems from her 
brief autobiography, read by presidents and la- 
borers. Yet, she was reluctant to write it. But 
the Lisieux prioress, her elder sister, requested 
she do so. In her spare time, by flickering can- 
dlelight in her unheated cell, she wrote i by. 
hand on ruled scrap paper. 

"What I have written...will make the kind- 
ness of God known better,” Therese told her 
Sister a month before her death. But the first 
2,000 copies, distributed in 1898, seemed like 
hercirculaire -ordinary and forgettable. 

"Today "Story ОГА Soul” has been translated 
into 38 languages, at last count. "Once read, it 
cannot be forgotten, says Image Books editor 
John Beever. How does one explain this draw- 
ing power? 
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own however is that it is perfectly believable. It 
is perfectly believable that an American radio 
host would say it. Howard Stern comes to 
mind. And only recently Jay Leno had some 
funny things to say about the size of the Fil- 
ipino contingent in Iraq and its capacity to win 
the 100-meter dash. Their remarks, of course, 
are not of the order of wholesale Filipino-bash- 
ing, but it is not inconceivable that someone 
should up the ane 

What makes the hoax credible moreover is 
that theresa grain of truth ini, Irsa rickmir- 
ror, but а trick mirror does reflect something 
even if it presents it in grotesque form. Whoev- 
er put the words in Beis mouth knew a thing 
Ог rwo about Filipinos. 

"True enough, compared to the other Asian 
countries, we seem to be utterly without ac- 
Complishment. More so now than ever. We 
have no culture comparable to that of any of 
the East Asian countries, or indeed even the 
Southeast Asian ones. Thailand has every ren- 
son to draw in the tourists (it has 10 times 
more than us) and that isn't only because of 
the pleasures of the flesh it offers (we supply it 
equally abundantly. 

ОГ course, we can always argue that the 
United States, quite apart from Spain and 
Japan, had a great deal to do with creating the 
cultural wasteland. 1 remember saying exactly 
that some months ago when US Ambassador 
Francis Ricciardone lamented the culture of 
corruption that was ravaging these islands. 
Pray, what is colonialism but an object—or ab 
ject—lesson in it? Close to four centuries of 
Colonial rule does take its toll on a people. 

But it is cold comfort. True enough, too, it's 


In “Story” Therese sketches her “little way”: 
‘ordinary deeds done with confidence in the 
hers limitless goodness. This self-effacing 
mun, who sometimes dozed off in prayer, flatly 
insists: "Our faults do not distress God... Most 
people judge His power by their own limited 
understanding.” 

Her "lite way” included coping gently with 
irritable nuns, curbing her tongue, stifling 
complaints over dirty laundry water spilled on 
her, performing unasked small services, like 
folding the cloaks of others. Undramatic fideli 
ty she taught, was “a spirituality that harbored 
mo illusions.” 

Our frailties, she taught novices, are smoth- 
ered in the Father's kindness. We are not called 
to flagellation or heroic deeds. But fidelity to 
daily duties, out of love, mediate the Father's 
presence ina world in need of healing. 

‘She saw with clarity and lived out with con- 
stancy what the mystic John of the Cross of 
Carmel wrote: “In the evening of life, we shall 
allbe examined on love.’ 

After Dr. De Corneire's final visit, Therese 
gasps: "Is it today, Mother?” The prioress 
Strokes her skeletal hands and gently answers: 
"Ves, child.” 

"That strikes a chord. For all of us, without 
exception, the time comes when we too ask: "Is 
it today?" And the circulaire of our deaths will 
also record nothing extraordinary. Our prob- 
lems are mostly banal: fuming in traffic grid- 
locks or impatiently shrugging off pains-in- 
the-neck. 

But God's mercy can transfigure all, Therese 
insisted, "The justice that frightens so many is 
the object of my joy and confidence," she 
wrote. "I expect as much from God's justice as 
His mercy" 

"That theme reverberates in "The Bridge of 
San Luis Rey" the 1928 Pulitzer prize winning 
novel by Thomton Wilder: "There is a land of 
the living anda land of the dead, and the bridge. 
is love, the only survival, he only meaning." 


E-mail: juan_mercado@pacific.net.ph 


not just that we have no identity tobe proud of, 
unlike other Asians, is that we have no idem 
period. We do tend to poach on other peo- 
ples identities in lieu of brandishing our own 
‘The only thing wrong about the hoax in fact is 
that it accuses Filipinos of usurping an Asian 
identity. That is not so at all. Filipinos do not 
like to usurp an Asian identity, they like to 
usurp a Western identity. Or more specifically 
an American identity. That is true not just wit 
Filipinos in America but with Fi the 
Philippines. The alienation of the Fili 
not begin in America, it begins right at home. 

"The colonial label, “йе brown brother,” 
has become the post-colonial label, American 
citizen, or green card holder. That isthe great 
Filipino dream, and that is the great Filipino 
tragedy. 

Nothing has driven that home to me more 
than something a Filipino advertiser in America 
‘once told me. During an advertising conference, 
he said, he was astonished to see that American 
advertisers had special ads for various ethnic 
‘communities—Mexicans, Chinese, Vietnamese, 
ic. but none for Filipinos. He learned soon 
‘enough why Filipinos were considered a subset 
of the American market, they did not need a dif- 
ferent pitch. A reasonable assumption, to go by 
the very ads we have right here. Filipinos are 
not assimilated, they are subsumed—and the 
subsumption begins right at home. 

‘And true enough, finally, we have been rum- 
bling into the world like a flood, though the 
United States remains the preferred country of 
exile, if ot infesting it like a virus, That, along 
with leaving behind а country that is going 
nowhere and having a reputation for seizing 
other people's identities, a la "The Invasion of 
the Body Snatchers," opens us up toall sors of 
parodies, nasty remarks, and well, hoaxes like 
this. 

Tam glad this hoax persists, even if we have 
to remove Bell from its shadow once and for 
all. It forces us to look at ourselves, We truly 
are becoming a people with no history, no 
identity and the way things are, no home 

‘Someone should 


ringing that Alarm Bell, 
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“No thanks, 


TE this administration were to grant amnesty to 
the Oakwood mutineers, as three Cabinet mem- 
bers have suggested, instead of allowing the 
court martial to take place and reach a verdict, 
this country would really be the butt of jokes 
abroad as a “soft republic.” My feedback is that 
Wwe are being perceived abroad as "too soft and 
“emotional” about everything—from the pullout 
of our small contingent in İraq in the face of 
threats on the life of Angelo de la Cruz to the han- 
dling of the tax reform measures to the dilly. 
{ying on the cases against the Marcoses and their 
cronies. 1 think other nations eventually under- 
Stood why the President responded the way she 
did in Iraq, but they will not be able to under- 
Stand our Kd-gloves treatment for the mutineers, 
especially since coup attempts are perceived to 
occur with alarming regularity due to the soft 
Stance of the authorities toward rebel soldiers. 

T submit that ай the debate about them should 
cease and that justice be allowed to take is course. 


Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit has every 
reason to get offended by Thai Sen. Mechai Ve- 
ravaldya, popularly known as the “Condom 
King,” who lectured Dayrit on how to contain 
AIDS here through the use of condoms. Vera- 
vaidya was quoted as criticizing the Philippine 
government for "lacking the will” to combat 
the deadly disease and tackle our burgeoning 
population problem. Who's he to lecture us 
about how we should run our country? That's 
plain interference. If a Filipino official were to 
fo to Thailand and start bad-mouthing Thai 
officials, wouldn't he be pelted with tomatoes 
and hustled off to the airport? The problem is 
that any selfrighteous official from abroad 
thinks he ean give us a piece of his mind, and 
we meekly allow it. No wonder we're regarded. 
as the doormat of the world, 

In the second place, why should we allow Vera- 
vidya to lecture us when, as Dayrit pointed out, 
the recorded incidence of AIDS here involves only 
2,000 cases whereas in Thailand, over a million 
are infected with the HIV virus? Thailand has per- 
haps the worst AIDS problem in Asia and this has 
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Olivares-Cunanan 
worried the World Health Organization for two 
decades now. It’ easy to see why it threatens to 
reach pandemic proportions, For instead of con- 
centrating first on a campaign to curb promiscu- 
iani promote a more moral se of sex, ficis 
like Veravaidya are merely pushing the use of 
condoms for safe sex even among the very young. 
Think he ought to go home and tackle the very 
serious problem in his home front and leave us to 
handle our problem here. 1 agree with former 
Health Undersecretary Mario Tagiwalo that we 
cannot afford to be complacent about this prob- 
lem, as he warned that there are about 6,000 HIV 
cases here, But we can debate this issue by our- 
selves, thankyou. 


Earlier I wrote that Rufino B. Bomasang, 
who had just been replaced as president and 
CEO of PNOC-Exploration Corp., graduated 
cum laude in mining engineering from the 
University of the Philippines. "Boomie," who is 
often referred to as “Mr. Energy,” has served 
five Philippine presidents and seven Cabinet 
secretaries over the past 28 years in the ener 
secretary Normally a guy like him would be ei- 
thertoo big or too busy to correct an error like. 
that, but he wrote to say not graduate 
cum laude. I did top the Philippine Board Ex- 
amination for Mining Engineers in January 
1964 with a rating of 85.79 percent, the high- 
estsince 1953.1 was a college scholar at UP for 
two semesters and as a member of the 
Kankana-ey tribe of the Cordilleras, I was a 
scholar of the Commission on National Inte- 
gration throughout my college education.” 


Bomasang has finished his book, titled "From 
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Gathering Firewood to Managing Ene 
sources,” which he will launch soon, 
he says, contains "fragments of life story 
of the most successful tribal people (irom the 
tribe generically referred to as the “Igorots”), and 
his story doubtless has inspired so many indige- 
nous folks. But it’s also about “transcending the 
challenges to indigenous energy sources,” and 
thus is must reading as a panoramic history of the 
development of energy in this country. One of the 
most significant phases of his long career in ener- 
gy was when he took part in the “all-important 
Malampaya Project" in various capacities, over 
12 years, rom the discovery of the first major gas 
field in 1989 to the completion of upstream de- 


velopment in October 2001 


‘The Malampaya project .is to date the 
biggest single foreign investment here, and 
with oil prices soaring, the country is pinning 
its hopes on this natural gas project to further 
reduce our dependence on imported ойе. As 
Bomasang noted in his book, our oil depen- 
dence hit 92 percent in 1976 but was reduced 
to 50 percent in 1985 and just over 20 percent 
today, because of the rise in alternative energy 
sources, such as Malampaya's natural gas and 
geothermal energy in Bicol and the Visayas, 

But as Speaker Jose de Venecia stressed in 
his 12-point program for wealth generation, 
which he submitted to GMA, Malampaya is 
good for both RP and the foreign investors, He 
полей that Shell Company, which invested $4 
to $5 billion when it took over the field from 
Us Occidental Petroleum, will have fully re- 
covered its cost by next year. This means that 
the government share in Malampaya of about 
$500 million a year or $10 billion over 20 
years could begin to go up by next year, he 
Said. "This is like recovering the Marcos 
Wealth at $600 million a year or better,” said 
JD, who stressed that we should explore and 
develop more oil and gas wells in offshore 
Palawan. 

Read all about our struggle for energy self- 
sufficiency in Bomasang's book. ГИ let you 
know where to getit. 


Shrine for the poor : 


CALL it congruence, synchronicity or whatever, 
but this week brought a couple of church-related 
news that are good news. 

Rising fast in Tandang Sora in Quezon City isa 
shrine, Santuario de San Vicente de Paul, dedicat- 
ей to the cause of the poor of the city. It is named 
after the 17th-century French saint who dedicat- 
ed his life to the very poor. 

‘The Santuario raison d'être sounds best iı 
Pilipino: Ang tunay na esensiya ng Santuario de 
Son Vicente de Paul ay hindi tumutukoy sa 
malamig na semento at matayog na pader: Ang 
Santuario ay ang mga taong bumubuo nito. Ang 
mahihirap ang tanging buhay ng Santuario, at ang 
mayayamang nais magbahagi ng kanilang biyaya 
sa mahihirap ang magiging katuwang nito na 
magsisilbing kamay at paa para sa patuloy na 
paglago. Ang Santuario... ay yayakap sa lahat ng 
uri ng tao, mayaman man o mahirap. Misyon ng 
simbahang ito ang bigyan ng sapat na atensiyon at 
pagkalinga ang mahihirap at kulang palad.” 

For those who don't understand Filipino: "The 
essence of Santuario de San Vicente de Paul lies 
nor in the cold conerete and the high walls, The 
Santuario is the people who form it. The life of 
the Santuario draws mainly from the poor, and 
the rich who want to share their blessings with 
the poor are the partners who would serve as 
hands and feet so that it will flourish. The Santu- 
ario will embrace all, both the rich and the poor. 
‘This church's mission is to give attention and care 
tothe poor and the less fortunate." 

"The Santuario will cost P100 to P150 million, 1 
‘am told, Structures could vanish in a wink, but 
the spirit and vision behind them, if nurtured and 
built into hearts, could remain for all time. 
Church is more than just structure, we all know 
that, and this shrine that is taking shape is al- 
ready showing in concrete how a church lives and 
breathes and thrives. But this is jumping the gun. 

"The cost would have made me groan had I not 
known about the spirit behind the project. Well, it 
wasn'tas if the money was all there in the beginning 
and suddenly it was all going to be poured into a 


OVER LUNCH for the board of advisors of the Ayala 
Museum and foreign guests representing the insti- 
tutions that helped with its inaugural exhibitions, 
those seated at the table of Jaime Augusto Zobel de 
Ayala discussed the need for an instinutional memo- 
ту. If Alzheimer’s disease ravages a person's memo- 
ту, slowly and steadily destroying their personality 
the lack of an institutional memory results in a simi- 
lar destruction of personality for organizations, 

‘An institutional memory goes beyond who oc- 
cupied what position doing certain duties at a 
particular time. It is more than the roster of offi. 
fers and the programs on which they embarked 
during their period of service. Having an institu- 
tional memory is about principles and proce- 
dures: itis a memory bank that allows an organi- 
zation to engage in problem solving with the help 
of past precedents, and with allegiance to the in- 
stitutional ideals the organization represents 

When I was in government, my obsession was 
to build an institutional memory for Office of the 
President, which suffers from the amnesia of all 
things that came before Marcos; to make things 
worse, the manner in which the Palace is periodi- 
cally purged of, and filled with, officials every 
time we have a new president guarantees a per- 
petual state of Alzheimer's for what should be 
One of. our most enduring instiutions. In truth 
there was a strong sense of continuity—and thu 
institutional efficieney—in the Office of the Presi 
dent until a combination of retirement of the vet- 
erans of previous administrations and the efforts 
ofthe dictatorship to erase the past destroyed any 
semblance of an institutional memory. 

‘An office concerned with administration and the 
issuance of directives and other presidential docu- 
ments should have an organized system that takes a 
look at what came before in order to ensure that 
mew policies and directives are either in keeping 
‘with what came before, or are properly articulated 
inorder to eliminate any chance the directives ofto- 
day end up violating or contradicting the directives 
of yesterday, many of which are still in force. Often, 
great improvements im administration can be 
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cold structure. But, as the saying goes, ifyou build it 
they will come, The funds came as the building pro- 
gressed, and the poor, yes, even the poor, continue 
to give their widows mite, because the shrine is 
theirs and they know they belong. This is their 
cathedral. They say it speaks to them of hope. 

‘Come to think of it, the so-called "church of the 
poor" need not literally be a replica of the hovels 
that the poor live in, though I also do not want to 
see a gilded edifice soaring in the midst of destitu- 
tion and the people who run it enjoying five-star 
comfort. 

"The Santuario is within the sbchectare semi- 
nary grounds of the Vincentian fathers who run 
ministries in that part of Quezon City. Yes, they're 
doing an amazing job over there, especially at the 
Payatas garbage dump. 

‘According to Fr. Atilano Fajardo, the awe- 
struck project director who has not ceased being 
amazed by how fast the dream is becoming a real- 
ity, they started with a mere P500,000. 1 hope the 
P150-million "investment" will multiply a hun- 
dredfold and generate more concern for the city’s 
most neglected. 

Held last Sunday, on the eve of the feast of St. 
Vincent, was a "lakad alay" (walkathon) that 
started from QC Hall and ended at the Santuario 
site. Walking together were the poor and the not- 
So-poor of the church as well as city officials 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte read the city ordinance 
declaring St. Vincent the "patron of the urban 
poor of Quezon City" (A city ordinance? isn't this 
Crossing the church-state demarcation line?) 

"The structure is, fist and foremost, a place of 
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achieved by a process of consolidating previous ex- 
ecutive issuances, which makes life easier for offi- 
cials and permits them to serve the public and о do 
their duties ina more timely manner. 

‘Under the present administration, this was ac- 
complished! in the case of the system of presiden- 
tial awards. Executive issuances spanning a peri- 
od of 0 years were consolidated in a new execu; 
tive order, fortified with a more streamlined and 
sensible system for nominating and selecting 
awardees, and improved by a calibrated awards 
mechanism that finally brought presidential or- 
ders, medals and decorations up to par with those 
of other nations, particularly democratic re- 
publics. Finally, to maintain standards, enhance 
the prestige and quality of the awards, and to 
maximize government resources as well as open 
up а new income generating potential for the 
country, the manufacture of state awards was 
placed where it belongs: within the purview of 
the Bangko Sentral, which is now poised to ag- 
gressively bid for the manufacture of state awards 
fot just for the Philippines, but for other coun- 
tries. The quality of workmanship, aesthetic 
sense, and manufacturing competitiveness of the 
Bangko Sentral's mint division is that good. 

‘A similar process was undertaken to reverse 
the sloppiness concerning the presidential and 
Vice-presidential seals, enhancing their dignity 
and restoring the original intent of their design, 
Legal safeguards were finally put in place to mini- 
mize the tendency to bastardize and abuse these 
official symbols. 

Much remains to be done in the Office of the 


worship. It is a gathering place. A bridge between 
people, between rich and poor, Father Atilano says. 
Tr will be a "listening church that becomes the voice 
of the unheard.” To be built into it are programs to 
help the poor. These should form the centerpiece, if 
you ask me. The city govemment has promised to 
be involved in the programs. But 1 hope politicians 
keep their hands off or it will be messy. 

"The church is a combination of classic and 
modern, complemented by Filipino highlights. 
‘The history ofthe Philippine church and “prefer- 
ential option for the poor” will be depicted on the 
stained glass windows and the walls. Noted 
artists are donating their talents for these. The 
church will seat about 2,000 people. There will 
even be a catwalk for stage presentations. At the 
ossuary in the basement, one can view a depic- 
tion of Filipino burial customs. 

‘Why build the shrine in these difficult times? 
‘The primer answers: “Precisely because of the 
poverty we see around us, the shrine will serve asa 
Visible representation of how one's life should be 
dedicated to the service of the poor, while at the 
same time serve as an inspiration for all Filipino 
Christians to be of service to those most in need.” 

Indeed, itis a sign of contradiction. I say this as 
a compliment. 

Tf you want to be involved, contact Fr. Atilano 
Fajardo at afajardogemphilippines.org.ph or 
9309387. Don't lose your cool if the woman who 
answers the phone asks: "From what company? 
And what are you going to talk about (with Fa- 
ther)?" I wanted to tell her 1 was an ailing prosti- 
tute who wanted to help. 

Ongoing in Manila is ће international conven- 
tion of the United Evangelical Mission which is 
tackling globalization, human rights, the AIDS 
crisis, economic injustice and violence against 
women. The UEM is an organization of 34 mem- 
ber churches in Asia, Africa and Europe. High on 
its agenda is the negative effects of globalization 


‘Send comments to cerespd@info.com.ph 
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President, though. А system for separating the da- 
ta bank of memory—past executive is: 
suances—and making such a data bank an integral 
part of a professionally run and organized re- 
search library and museum remains to be set up, 
although drafts for such an executive order are 
pending. The system as it stands is зо inefficient 
that che Marcos papers, which the President or- 
dered sent to the National Library for safekeeping 
(and more importantly, to make them finally avail- 
able to researchers), have ended up rotting in box- 
es because control over them was reduced to a 
question of political turf, and the infighting tumed 
into a nightmare for the executive secretary. 

In private corporations, an institutional memo- 
ту is necessary in order to preserve corporate 
identity, and again as a useful tool for problem 
solving. Modern management thrives on case 
studies, and an institutional memory establishes 
а system for preserving data and documents and 
interpreting them, in a manner that is potentially 
useful for future generations. I also institutional- 
izes something essential to the continuity not just 
ofan institution but of civilization: teaching. 

Peter Drucker, one of the leading minds of our 
time and a management guru, gained fame by 
writing a book on the operations of General Mo- 
tors. His book remains а classic, and is as much his- 
tory as itis a useful case study 
tellectis reflected in his memoirs, "Adventures ofa 
Bystander,” which is really the treatment of 
and those of people he admires as a big case study 
in the transmission of learning. An institutional 
memory is like a library: ignored by many, used by 
some, but essential if knowledge, which allows us 
to make sense of the past, work things through in 
the present, and plan intelligently and rationally 
forthe future, is to be possible at all. 

'So the question is, whether you're in govern- 
ment or the private sector, in academe or an NGO, 
what have you done to help build your institu- 
tion's memory? 


Comments welcome at win quezon.ph 


Earth shoes 


‘TODAY Icleaned my earth shoes. And just as hoped, memo- 
Ties of my stay in Los Baños came rushing back to me. 

Tve led-a simple life, one with both triumphs and disap- 
pointments, but looking at them from the perspective of a 
shoe has led me to believe that life is how you look at it, AS 
Forrest Gump said, you can tell who a person is from his 
shoes—what he's like, where he's going. 

If а person has 
dirty shoes, does it 


automatically mean YOUNG BLOOD 
that he is a slob? Is 

he a perfectionist? Б 

he after comfort? If Jean Reyes 


he is wearing new, 
seemingly unused 
shoes, does it mean 
he takes care of 
things well or does it 
simply mean he 
doesn't go anywhere? (It could be that he has his own car, 
‘but that’s another story) 

People go through a lot of shoes in their lifetime. 1, for one, 
have used different kinds of shoes—from the shiny charol 
elementary, to hi-cut rubber shoes, to gold-chained school 
shoes. A personis shoes seem to evolve with the one wearing 
them. Growing up means wanting peer acceptance. Have 
you ever noticed how school kids have pairs of shoes that 
Jook the same? 

‚When I was young, my “choices” were what was bought 
forme. But the time came when I had to decide for myself be- 
tween comfort and style, between quality and cost. 

If there's one thing T dread, its those high-heeled office 
pumps that have battered and bruised my fet. Maybe someday 
they will grow on me. In the meantime, have to settle or shoes 
that are comfortable. Sometimes, it seems, one has to accept 
what one really is in order to find one's place in the word. 

‘There are certain things 1 should look for in shoes if 1 
tend to survive in this harsh world. First, 1 need shoes with 
spikes to protect me from the ridges of life, thick rubber soles 
so that 1 won't slip, and strong, sturdy heels to hold me up- 
right. need shoelaces to keep things in place and in perspec- 
tive when 1 am lost. also need comfortable, soft soles that 
tickle because a sense of humor helps me get through the 
most difficult days. Above all, 1 need flexible shoes that can. 
make me bounce, because the true measure of a person's 
worth is not the bad things that happen but how one 
“bounces” back ater falling down. 

It probably wouldn't mean much to some people, but 
some things are worth pondering over. Like my favorite. 
shoes. They are blue with streaks of pink. Feminine yet 
strong. They have traveled with me on many joumeys 
through Ше. Гуе used them in college, and they have accom- 
panied me to a mountain or two. I can say that somehow 
they helped me get to where Iam now. 

What exactly can other people tell from the shoes you're 
wearing? 

Clean shoes are an indication of a healthy personality. So 
take care of your shoes. Ifyou take the time to care for some- 
thing as “unnoticeable” as shoes, it means that you take good 
care not only of yourself but of others as well 

‘Always wipe your shoes on a doormat. It shows good 
breeding and genuine concern for others. In a way, it indi- 
cates that you respect other people's feelings and that you 
are not the type who would barge uninvited into a home or a 
conversation. 

‘Always put your best foot forward because first impres- 
sions can make or break you. One isn't always given a second ‘ 
chance. 

Life is full of risks. If you fall in love with the first pair you 
lay your eyes on and can afford it, hen buy it. I's okay to fall 
in love at first sight. 

Sometimes ali one needs to understand another person is 
to put oneself in the others shoes. There have been times 
when I felt so frustrated by other people, only to realize after 
some reflection that if 1 were in their position, I would have 
done the exact same thing. 

Don't be afraid to change your sole (soul, in life) for 
change isthe only thing that is constant in life. You will never 
become a better person if your feet have never touched the 
ground and felt its hardness. Change can be good if you аге 
willing to learn from it 

1 still have a lot to learn in life. ve realized, though, that 
sometimes these lessons are not found only in profound 
ideas or big events but often in mundane, simple things like 
wearing shoes. 1 guess I just have to be more observant and 
discerning. 

There are other mountains for me to climb, difficult roads 
ro travel, cliffs to avoid, But need not worry. just need a big 
heart, a ready smile, and, of course, my beloved earth shoes. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed, 


Jean Reyes, 26, is graduate of the University of the Philippines 
Tos Baños and works in an advertising and events agency. 


THEY SAID 
GSIS pork : 


"This must be the shortest liquidation of the largest 

cash advances in the entire country. Or is it Winston's 
pork barrel?" 
Rep. Rolex Suplico, reacting to GSIS president Winston Garcia's 
‘certification that he used the PS million advances "in relation to, 
or byreason"of his "position as president and general manager” 
“ofthe Government Service Insurance System 


Dearth of talent 3 

“Preferably someone young. This would have been a. |” 
breath of fresh air and would reflect a proactive leader- 
ship. Sadly, the message delivered by the appointment 
îs that we have a dearth of qualified and willing execu- 


ep. samo Rufino Biazon, criticizing former Sen. Ramon Re- 
vile appointment as chair of the Public Estates Authority 


Loss of face 

"They only prejudiced themselves and ost face.” 
= lanye Hombre Dara, expressing surprise over the Magdlo 
mines apology 


Elected idiots 5 
"We are creating a political system of idiots with 

money" 

Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago saying senators now with soso 

“rede get elected because they have money 


‘The INQUIRER is a member of the 
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OPINION ... 


Sports for health and fitness, 
not just for medals and honors 


SEN. Loi Estrada gamely executes 
a few strokes with her badminton 
racket, begins to exhibit signs of a 
heart attack and is rushed to a hos- 
pital. This incident gives us reason 
to reorient our thinking on sports 
as a national enterprise—not only 
for winning medals and ea 
ternational prestige, but more so as 
a strategy for promoting health 
and physical fitness, 

The remarkable rise of Australia 
to the top of international sports 
may be traced to a campaign—apt- 
ly called: “Sports—Be In Il’ 
launched two decades ago to get 
people to participate in sports. t 
‘was a take-off from a program start- 
ed earlier in Canada to create public 
support for the hosting of the Mon- 
weal Olympics, called "Parii 
pactio" a term coined to connote 
active participation in physical fit- 
mess and sports activities, The 
Philippines has not been lacking in 
such well-meaning campaign, 


‘The Department of Health, for 
example, during the Ramos ad- 
‘ministration, launched a fitness 
program called: "Hataw Bayan 
Наши” which consisted of a se- 
Чез of aerobic exercises. Two 
years ago, this campaign was sup- 
plemented with “Mag-Wellness 
Lifestyle Tayo!” The problem is, 
the DOH, and the Philippine 
Sports Commission (which is 
mandated to promote physical fit- 
ness and mass-based sports) have 
not considered adopting the strat- 
egy which proved successful in 
Canada and Australia, 

Instead of looking at sports pri- 
marily as a means to raise the evel 
of physical fitness, health and 
‘well-being of the citizenry, sports 
is being viewed by the govem- 
ment and our sports leaders in a 
very myopic prism: asa quest fora 
first Olympic gold medal 

With the continued decline of 
our country’s performance in in- 


Leading by bad example 


IN HER ardent desire to impose 


new taxes, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo has given the world the im- 
pression that we are a nation of 
beggars and freeloaders. Beggars 
because of the “forced monetary 
contributions” her administration 
solicits from businessmen. Of 
course, no Filipino entrepreneur 
would dare tum down the *re- 
quest” lest he incurs the ire of the 
government which would be catas 
trophic for his business. 

T say freeloaders because she 
chose to hobnob with world leaders 
in Brunei during the wedding of 
Sultan Bolkiah's son, even if anoth- 


Fiat مم‎ 


er person—some reports say Bolki- 
ab; others say businessman Pepito 
Alvarez—provided the luxurious 
Lear jet for the trip. I mean, our 
President should have just courte- 
ously begged off from traveling to 
Brunei, and let her spin doctors 
craft excuses acceptable to Bolkiah. 

President Arroyo should lead 
by example by forgoing trips and 
other expenditures, when the 
country does not stand to benefit 
from them. It's a shame when she 
lets other people spend money for 
utterly unnecessary and unpro- 
ductive trips, like attending a 
wedding. 


in 


ternational sports, it is time to 
change strategy and adopt what 
has proven to be successful in oth- 
er countries. First and foremost is 
to change public appreciation of 
sports—as a potent medium for 
promoting physical fitness, and 
health. Medical health and sci 
ence prescribe physical activity as 
a form of preventive medicine 
against metabolic diseases, such 
as cancer, diabetes and heart dis- 
eases. 

If our campaign in sports is di- 
rected at encouraging active par- 
ticipation in sports among the citi- 
zenry for health and wellbeing, 
we will not only produce healthy 
and fit citizens but also athletes 
‘who will win the medals and hon- 
ors we want so badly. 

—APARICIO H. MEQUI, 
president, 

Philippine Association. 
ofPhysleal Educators Inc. (PAPE), 
docmequl@hotmall.com 


How can the President impress 

upon us the need to tighten our 

belt, and to pay more taxes when 

she and many of those in govem- 

ment are not leading by example? 

She's notatall convincing, even in 

her attempt to force through the 

tax on text by giving it such exotic. 

tags like “windfall profit,” “excise 

tax," and now “computer educa- 
tion tax.” 

What has our country come to? 

—MA. VICTORIA VERGARA, 

6 Kamagong St, 

Madera Homesl, 

Barangay San Roque, 

Cainta, Rizal 


qt 


“Kon tid 


її 


nece PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER «e 


SE E 


tees 
LETTERS 


Contraceptives 
are mere 
palliatives 


IGREATLY appreciate Health Sec- 
retary Manuel Dayrit for taking 
time to explain the Department of 
Health's approach to population 
development. (PDI, 9/20/04) 1 
cannot but wholly agree with him, 
and there are many friends of 
mine in the health care sector who 
support his stand. 

May Lalso add that distributing. 
artificial contraceptives is really а 
palliative. If our government and 
other private entities are willing 
to spend millions for the distribu- 
tion of contraceptive medicines 
and devices, they might as well re- 
channel their money to address 
the country's development chal- 
lenges: countryside development 
and livelihood opportunities. 

їп the Visayas and Mindanao, 
there are huge tracts of undevel- 
oped lands and the farmers and 
fishermen need efficent infras- 
tructure to send their pro- 
duce/products to the towns and 
cities. Now if only the people in 
the provinces have adequate eco: 
nomic opportunities right where 
they are, then they need not go 
and congest the big cities. 

Metro Manila only gives an im- 
pression of overpopulation but if 
you look down South, there are 
lots of idle lands that could be de- 
veloped if only the powers-that-be 
are sincere about uplifting the 
conditions of our poor. 

—ANNIEZ. NISCE, 
45 Ma. Clara St, 
Dona Aurora Subd., Hoilo City. 
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Better deal for Pinoy doctors 
urged to stop migration 


THERE is a shortage of medical 
doctors right now in the Philip- 


eam a decent living is stymied by 
our economy: For many doctors, as 


pines. By 2010 the shortfall could well as highly trained Filipino pro- 


reach a crisis point of more than 
18,000. 

But many Filipino physicians 
are working to migrate to the 
United States as nurses, The over- 
riding reason is economic sur- 
vival. Nothing to do with profes- 
sional selffulfilment as medical 
doctors. But shifting gears—to be- 
ing a nurse—is also enough to 
shore up their professional com- 
mitment to help the sick—not in 
the Philippines but in the United 
States and other countries in the 
world. Sad and unfair, But then, 
who says life is fair? 

‘The United States needs more 
trained nurses, What is more 
trained than a medical doctor who 
studies for many years wanting to 
bea nurse? 

То be a doctor may be to stand 
atthe top ofthe health profession- 
als totem pole. But the stomach 
needs are more compelling. In our 
country, а physician's ability to 


fessionals, grappling with the eco- 
nomic realities in life is almost a 
daily grind. 

‘As nurses in the United States, 
they would eam handsomely. 
Since it is a lot easier to secure a 
visa (and a green card, thus a step 
closer to American citizenship) — 
plus, of course, the prospective lu- 
‘ative pay—the attraction is hard 
to resist, 

But there is a downside to this. 
Poor Filipinos in many rural areas 
will remain deprived of medical 
attention and care, 

Our government should do 
something to keep our medical 
school graduates in our country. 
It should offer them respectable 
incomes and opportunities t 
provide a decent future for their 
families. Our physicians-turned 
nurses cannot be blamed entire- 
у. 


DR. PATRICIO R. MAMOT, 
New York, USA 


‘Must do’ priority for Manila 


IN A HISTORIC city sorely bereft 
of nature parks and clean ай, it is 
truly worthy to take note of the 
Winner Foundation’s and Araceli 
Dans’ noble efforts to preserve Ar- 
roceros Park. 

Manila, being the nation’s 
capital, must be the showcase of 
our beautiful country. Thus, рге 
serving little of what we have left 
in centuries-old flora should be a 
"must do" priority of both the 
city government and its citizen- 


1 realize that Mayor Lito Atien- 
za has made great strides in spruc- 
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ing up our capital. However, 
maintaining and further enhanc- 
ing the vestiges of our historic 
past, particularly in the realm of 
both nature and the environment, 
should likewise be given utmost 
attention for the sake of the pre- 
sent and future generations of 
Мапйейов who surely will truly- 
appreciate what used to be and 
hopefully, once again, would be a 
fine, livable city. 
May the Winner Foundation’s 
and Dans’tribe increase! 
JAMES G. MATTI, 
james_matti94618@yahoo.com 
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our fiscal deficit? 


Question of the Week 
What is your reaction to the plan of the government |: 
to raise taxes on cigarettes and alcohol/beer (ex. PI 
to P2 pesos per cigarette pack), to help reduce 
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THERE is no proof the largest 
Muslim rebel group in the Philip- 
pines has active des with regional 
Jemaah Islamiyah militants de- 
Spite military reports of some 
links, Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz said yesterday. 

But Cruz, a lawyer appointed. 
to the defense portfolio last 
month as the government and the 
rebels inch closer to resuming 
peace talks, said a small segment 


DOH opens door-to-door family planning drive 


From page Al 


“With this campaign,” Dayrit 
said, “we aim to reach those who 
really need the services but can- 
not come to the health centers lo- 
cated in the towns and urban ar- 
eas due to the remoteness of the 
areas where they live.” 

The National Statistics Office's 
2002 survey showed that around 
two million (or 20.6 percent of) 
married women—wanted to 
space their children or not have 
any more, but did not practice 
family planning. 

‘According to the Commission 
оп Population, which is spear- 
heading the campaign with the 
DOH, Filipino women generally 
want only two children, but the 


Kids. 


fertility rate among married 
women translates to 3.5 to four 


told 


tion. 


No problem 


“If these women had knowl- 
edge of and access to family plan- 
ning methods, they could ... have 
the number of children that they 
want," PopCom executive direc- 
tor Tomas Osias sai. 

With the forthcoming drive, 
Dayrit said, couples who opt for 
artificial methods will be re- 
ferred to rural health centers 
where they can get free pills and 
condoms. 

But the country’s supply could 
run out in three years. The United 
States Agency for International 
Development is phasing out its 
program of donating contracep- 
tives to developing countries, and 


tion. 


tober 2002 bombings on the In- 
donesian resort island of Bali that 
kiled nearly 200 people. The 
group was also linked to a deadly 
‘bomb blast this month outside the 
Australian Embassy in Jakarta. 
Suspicion that the MILF has 
provided refuge and training to JI 
members is one of the main obsta- 
desto the success of formal peace 
talks with the government that are 
due to restart in Malaysia next 


the government has refused to 
purchase them for free distribu- 


Condom shortage is no cause 
for panic, as far as the Catholic. 
church is concerned. It has vigor- 
‘ously opposed the use of contra- 
ceptives, either for family plan- 
ning purposes or as protection 
from sexually transmitted dis- 


In fact, a Church official said 
yesterday, condoms did little 
more than encourage prostitu- 


Pangasinan Archbishop Oscar 
Cruz issued a strongly worded 
statement warning against taking 
the counsel of Sen. Mechai Vira- 
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No proof of JI-MILF ties, Says DND chief 


within the Moro Islamic Libera— 
tion Front (MILF) might be sup- 
porting Л operatives. 

“As a lawyer, I always look at 
concrete evidence,” he 
Reuters in an interview. "So far, 
‘we have not found any proof. 

‘There may be some sightings of 
Лапа this is being further verified 
and investigated.” Л, linked to al- 
Qaida by Asian and Western gov- 
тегиз, was blamed for the Oc- 


‘month after a three-year break. 

The 35-year separatist conflict 
has killed. 120,000 people, im- 
poverished the southern island of 
Mindanao and scared away for- 
eign investment. 

President | Macapagal-Arroyo 
has pledged to forge peace deals 
with the MILF and communist 
rebels by the end of the new six- 
year term she won in the May 
elections. 


vaidya of Thailand, who is in the 
country promoting the condom 
asa defense against HIV/AIDS. 

“Condoms do not necessarily 
prevent the spread of AIDS, Спи. 
said. "Condoms, in fact, are an in- 
vitation to prostitution. And pros- 
titution spreads AIDS. The 'Con- 
dom King is wrong.” 

Mechai has been given the ttle 
for his practice of giving away con- 
doms wherever he goes. Speaking 
in various forums in Manila, in- 
cluding discussions with the DOH, 
Mechai has said contraceptive use, 
plus massive education, dramat 
cally reduced Thailand's HIV/AIDS 
infection rate. 

At the peak of 150,000 new 
cases a year, HIV/AIDS was the 
leading cause of death in Thai- 


Bishops to monitor barangay ‘dev’t fun’ 


From page Al * 
‘Quoting the COA, Nassa said the IRA was 
likewise used for "observation trainings” in for- 
eign countries, which were "actually junkets." 
"The World Bank has estimated that corrup- 
tion is costing the Philippine government $47 
million (P2.6 billion) a year. 


Action points 

‘asked to lead the bishops’ campaign, Nassa 
laid down several action points for IRA Watch: 

© Monitor the amount of IRA released to a 
barangay. 

© Participate in the crafting of the local de- 
velopment plan and demand its publication. 


ө Demand that IRA-funded projects be 
listed in publicly available reports. 

* Monitor the implementation of IRA- 
funded projects. 

© Know the other components of IRA 
spending. 

‘© Initiate legal action against, erring 
barangay officials. 

The national secretariat also called on ba- 
sic ecclesiastical communities in every parish 
1o help in the monitoring of IRA spending and 
lifestyle of barangay officials. 

‘Ata "strategic point,” Nassa said, it hoped 
to expand the campaign “to include LGUs at 
all levels.” 


Bataan newsman killed 


From page Al 


country since democracy was restored after the 
fall of the Marcos dictatorship in 1986 and the 
seventh fatal attack on a journalist this year. 

‘An Agence France-Presse report quoted po- 
lice as saying they were investigating whether 
the killing was related to the victim's work. 

Binungcal started as a commercial photog- 
rapher plying the row of nightclubs in Baran- 
gay Sta. Rosa, which used to be known as the 
town's red light district. He then became the 
manager of a local massage parlor. 

He worked as a correspondent for the 
tabloid Bulgar and later transferred to Re- 
mate in the early 1990s. He covered the police 
beat and wrote crime stories for Remate and 
the local paper Mt. Samat Forum, where he 
was its former editor 

Binungcals wife Maribel said she had no 
any idea about the motive behind the murder. 

“Hindi naman kasi siya nagsasalita tungkol 
sa problema niya, kung meron man (He was 
not the type who woul 
lems, if here was any)," 

‘The couple has six children; the youngest is 
3years old. 

Police said Binungcal had been to nearby 


Balanga City and was on his way home at about 4 
a.m. when he was shot. Police said the killer was 
waiting near a store at the Sta. Rosa flea market. 


Left at midnight 

Maribel said her husband left their house at 
midnight and said he would just be in the 
neighborhood. 

Local reporters said that before the attack, 
Binungcal had been inactive in the media and 
was rarely seen covering events at the provin- 
cial capitol and in Camp Tolentino, the 
provincial police headquarters. 

"The Philippines В considered as among the 
most dangerous places in the world for jour 
пайиз, according to the New York-based 
Committee to Protect Journalists. 

ast month, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
ordered the police and justice department to 
work with the media to stop a spate of attacks 
on journalists, 


Unsolved 

Many of the killings remain unsolved. In 
most cases, those tagged as suspects are local 
warlords or policemen in rural areas where 
they wield great influence. Greg Refraccion, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk; AFP 


Band plays, sings different tune 


From page Al 


panied by a magician and female dancers 
from a Jesuit university. Then comes Habal's 
pitch to the students to consider a career as a 
priest. 

“There has been a remarkable decline in 
the youth's interest to join the priesthood,” 
said Estelito Villegas of the San Carlos For 
tion Center, a seminary in Metro Manila. 
"Through these activities, we hope to catch 
their attention.” 

With Asia's largest Catholic country suffer- 
ing a shortfall of about 25,000 priests, various 
seminaries and religious orders are using cre- 
ative marketing го attract young men. 

Ideally there should be one priest for every 
2,000 people in a parish. Now, the ratio has gone 
upto one priest per 15,000 people in a parish. 

Materialism and sex scandals in the Church 
at home and abroad have contributed to the 
decline in the number of young priests, said 
Bishop Luis Antonio Tagle. 

Tagle, chair of the Catholic Bishops’ Con- 
ference of the Philippines’ Episcopal Commis- 
sion on Doctrine of Faith, said the problem 
was aggravated by the migration of Filipino 
priests to other countries where shortages are 
even worse. 

Some 800 priests leave each year to work 
in parts of Europe and North America with 
large Catholic populations. 


Exodus 
"We are sending Filipino priests to Spain,” 
Tagle said of the country that brought Christian- 


ity to the Philippines in the 16th century with 
the arrival of Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese 
explorer in the service of the Spanish crown. 

"While other countries are closing seminar- 
ies, we still have a lot of candidates,” he 
added. "We need priests here. But in our 
poverty, we share.” 

А newspaper commentator on religion said 
the migration of priests to other countries 
may be likened to the diaspora of eight mi 
lion Filipino workers who have sought green- 
er pastures overseas. But some seminarians 
disputed such views. 

Cesar Mallari, who is due to complete his 
theology studies next year, said Church ser- 
vants should not regard their work as a way to 
earna living. 


A vocation, not profession 

"It is not good” Mallari said. “Е в looking at 
priesthood as a profession and not as a vocation.” 

‚Church leaders say the number of priests 
has not kept pace with the rapidly growing 
Philippine population, boosting the need for 
creative recruitment techniques. 

Colorful leaflets promoting the benefits of 
the priesthood have been distributed to 
Catholic schools and parishes across the nation 
of 82 million. The Church has also ventured on- 
To the Internet to attract teenagers to the pulpit. 

"Who will replace the old ones if we don't go 
ош there and encourage the graduating high 
School students to consider the vocation?" said 
Villegas of the San Carlos Formation Center. 
“For all you know, some have the calling and 
need to hear it rom us.” Reuters 


"We will take it step by step be- 
cause the first step is really to 
reach a peace settlement with thë. 


Cruz said the government be- 
ieved there sa small group with- 
in the MILF that may be opposed 


to the peace talks and may have bulk of the MILE” Cruz said. 
linis with foreign militant Тһе military has said there are 
groups. about 40 JI operatives hiding and. 


Security analysts have voiced 
similar concerns, warning that 
‘more radical elements within the 
MILF may break away and keep 
fighting the government if a 
peace deal is signed. 


training with local Muslim rebels” 
inside MILF jungle bases in cen- 
tral Mindanao. A government re- 

the last batch of JI mem 
bers finished their training early 
this year. Reuters 


land a few years back. The rate of 
infection has since gone down to 
19,000 annually: 

‘Deception’ 

Unconvinced, Cruz insisted 
that in countries where condoms 
were sold “very cheap” or dis- 
tributed for free, HIV/AIDS con- 
tinued to spread. “The deception 


that condoms automatically elim- 
inate Aids is what precisely 
spreads the disease,” the bishop * 


said. 

‘The DOH HIV/AIDS registry 
shows only 2,121 cases in the 
Philippines since the first case 
жаз reported in 1984. Dayrit ad- 
mitted that the actual number. 
could be as high as 6,000. 
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SLOW RIDE 
are used for tilling the land. 


Farm hands ride a tractor, a common sight in many rural areas in the country where the few means of transportation include those that 


4 kidnap suspects fall 
in raid in Cavite town 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna 
Police arrested four suspected 
members of a kidnap-for-ransom 
group, including a former Army 
sergeant, in a series of operations 
in Bacoor, Cavite. 

Police said yesterday Jose Vil- 
lamor, 24; Aaron Toribio, 33, a for- 
mer Scout Ranger based in Basilan 
and Sulu; Analyn Santos, 27; and 
Danilo Perpetua, 31, were arrested 
in heir alleged hideout on Theresa 
comer in Addas Subdivision in 
Barangay Molino, Bacoor. 

The four were members of the 
Waray-Waray kidnapping gang, 
said Supt. Mario Sanga, Calabar- 
топ chief of the Criminal Invest 
gation and Detection Group. 

The group had kidnapped two 
Chinese-Filipino _ businessmen 
about two months ago, said Sanga. 

"The raid on the group's alleged 
hideout came after a warrant was is- 
sued by Judge Caesar Mangobrang 
ofthe mus Regional Trial Court. 

Ina separate raid, police arrested 
‘Santos and Perpetua also in Bacoor. 

Sanga said aside from kidnap- 
ping, the group was also involved in 
selling guns and in bank robberies. 


Не said the arrest came after one 
of his men bought an unlicensed 
45 cal. pistol from the group. 

“That was when we verified 
that the group was into gunrun- 
ning so we promptly applied fora 
search warrant," said Sanga. 

He said evidence and witness- 
єз later led to information that 
the group was also involved in 
Kidnapping. 

Police found guns, ammunition, 
police and security guard uniforms 
and a registration paper of a Mit- 
subishi Pajero owned by Richárd- 
son Ngo, whom the group kid- 
mapped in Tanza, Cavite on Aug. 7. 

Sanga said the suspects use 
uniforms of the Traffic Manage- 
ment Group in kidnappings and 
other crimes. 

Richardson had identified a 
Nokia 6600 phone’ recovered 
from Perpetua as one of the four 
cellular phones that his family 
gave as ransom to the group. 

Sanga said the group was also 
believed to be behind four other 
kidnappings in Manila this year. 

‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern 
Luzon Bureau 


_MILF open to autonomy, says envoy 


COTABATO CITY—Libyan Ambassador Salem Adem said it 
was likely that the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
would settle for an autonomous government in exchange 
for ending the country's decades-old Moro rebellion. 


‘Adem told reporters here Sun- the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
day that during his meetings with Mindanao (ARMM) was deliberate- 
the MILE its top leaders have indi- ly done according to its proponents 
cated that they would accept au- because the government was opt- 
tonomy as a political settlement. mistic that a final peace deal could 
Malacañang has been dangling be signed next year, which could 
the package of an expanded au- pave the way for MILF participation 
tonomy to get the MILF to sign a. inthe rescheduled elections. 
peace treaty. Earlier reports said the MILF is 
‘The resetting of the elections in already opposing the package al- 


Palace tells 


ILAGAN, Isabela—Malacafang 
has ordered Gow. Maria Gracia 
Cielo Padaca to answer the ad- 
ministrative complaint filed 
against her by eight department 
heads of the Isabela provincial 
government whom she relieved 


Isabela gov 


asked the regional Civil Service 
Commission (CSC) to intercede 
and order Padaca to reinstate 
them to their positions. 

The eight officials are 
provincial assessor Guillermo 
Baretto, provincial cooperative 


тшу. officer Carlito Tumaliuan, 
The order was issued by provincial planning and devel- 
Manuel Gaite, deputy execu- opment officer Nestor Sal 


tive secretary for legal affairs, 
on Sept. 8 after the eight of 
cials filed an administrative 
complaint for abuse of authori- 
ty and oppression against 
Padaca. 

The eight Isabela officials, 
most of them in government ser- 
vice for at least 20 years, also 


vador, provincial agriculturist 
Danilo Tumamao, provincial 
accountant Pete Gerald Javier, 
provincial engineer Medardo 
Agari, provincial health offi- 
cer Dr. Rosa Rita Mariano and 
provincial board secretary 
Manuel Santos. 

They earlier sued Padaca at 


though the government has yet to 
submit an official proposal. 

"Its not true,” Adem said of the. 
report. 

He said based on his meetings. 
with MILF chair Hadji Murad 
Ibrahim, the MILF is now open to 
a settlement of the 34-year con- 
flict through limited self-rule. 

Eid Kabalu, MILF spokesperson, 
said although the MILF is open to a 
peaceful settlement of che 

rebelion, there was no 
discussion between Murad and 
‘Adem about autonomy asan option. 


“1 was there. What was dis- 
cussed was the deployment of the 
International Monitoring Team,” 
hesaid. 

Kabalu said he believes Adem 
had been misquoted. 

Libya is a core member of the 56- 
ute Organization of the Islamic Con- 
ference and was instrumental for the 
peace agreement berween the gov- 
ernment and the Moro National Lib- 
eration Front (MNLF) in 1996. 

When asked about possible feud 
between the MILF and the MNLF 
when both groups are accommo- 


to answer case on workers’ relief 


four regional trial courts for 
grave abuse of discretion. 

Tn their petition with the CSC, 
the officials invoked the constitu- 
tional provision that “no officer 
or employee shall be removed or 
suspended except for cause pro- 
vided by law” 

They said their relief as depart- 
ment heads cost them their al- 
lowances prescribed by two 


of Interior and Local Govern- 
ment. 

Tumamao, who has been in 
government’ service for 26 
years, assailed Padaca for fa- 
voring her relatives whom she 
appointed when she assumed 
office. 

He said Padaca issued service 
vehicles to Бег sister, executive 
assistant Alma Bella Padaca- 


provincial board resolutions. Castillo, and her brother and rel- 
Padaca said she would answer atives who are working as her 
the charges. confidential employees. 


"Т want to work with people 
who 1 (trust). That is a manage- 
ment discretion,” she said. 

Gaite asked Padaca to submit. 
her answer to the Department 


“It is quite lamentable that 
some provincial offices are 
lacking in government vehicles 
and here comes the governor is- 
suing government cars to her 


Military denies US troops’ involvement in clash 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—The mili- 
tary yesterday rejected an Associ 
ated Press report that said Ameri- 
can forces backed up Filipino sol- 
diers during an operation against 
the Abu Sayyaf in Patikul, Sulu on 
Monday. seeing the Sulu operations, 
“There were no American sol- said. 
diers involved. In fact no Ameri- — Dema-ila, who was quoted in 
can soldier is in Sulu right now,” the AP report, said there could 
Southern Command chief Maj. have been a mix up because he 
Gen. Generoso Senga told the мазо asked ifthere was an on- 
INQUIRER. going training involving Ameri- 


New bridges now finished 
in Pangasinan, Mindanao 


THE DEPARTMENT of Public 
Works and Highways has recently 
completed two bridges in Luzon 
and Mindanao. 

In an announcement, the DP- 
WH зай the P16.4-million 
Malanay-Tuliao bridge in Pan- 
gasinan and the P37-million 
Dipolo Gamay bridge in Molave, 
Zamboanga del Sur have been 
completed this month. 

More bridge projects are 
scheduled for completion this 
year, according to Public Works 
Secretary Florante Soriquez. 

"Building bridges is an impor- 
tant means of supporting the ad- 
ministration's poverty alleviation 
program,” Soriquez was quoted 
as saying in a press statement. 

He said the DPWH bridge pro- 


“АП 1 said was there was an 
encounter, 1 haven't mentioned 
anything about Americans in- 
volved in the operation,” Brig. 
Gen. Agustin Dema-ala, chief 
of the Task Force Comet over- 


jects also complements President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's program to 
improve agriculture by providing 
access to products and markets. 

The Malanay-Tuliao bridge will 
link the municipalities of Sta. 
Barbara, Mangaldan and Mapan- 
dan in Pangasinan. 

‘The Dipolo Gamay bridge will 
improve transportation in Paga- 
dian City, Zamboanga del Sur, 
Misamis Oriental and Zamboan- 
ga del Norte, according to the DP- 
WH statement, 

It added that the Bunawan 
bridge in’ Agusan del Sur is near 
completion. 

‘The bridge, Soriquez said, was 
designed to withstand floods and 
ease the transport of agricultural 
products. 


can servicemen and Filipino sol- 
diers here. 

“I said there are American 
forces training our troops here 
but I did not say they helped us in 
Sulu," he said. 

Senga said there was nothing 
special in the Patikul opera- 
tion, which resulted in the 
death of at least one Marine 
and the wounding of eight oth- 
ersoldiers. 

Не said the soldiers were con- 


LTFRB under fire for fare 


Ву Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ducting a regular operation in 
Barangay Pansul when they 
chanced upon a large group of 
bandits. 

"It was a thiny-minute fire- 
fight. We believe we also inflicted 
(Sc) an undetermined number of 
casualties against the bandits,” 
Senga sai 

Meanwhile, Senga reported 
that ап Abu Sayyaf sub-leader 
was killed when his group 
clashed with armed militiamen 


FRE'S and Department of Trade 
and Industry guidelines acered- 
iting shops and technicians to 
calibrate taxi meters nationwide. 

Rio Espiritu, head of the PTA, 
said only taxi meter shops with 
at least a years experience 
should be accredited as quali- 
fied to calibrate taxi meters. 

"Both agencies have over- 
looked the track record of taxi 
meter shops that have operated 
for more than 10 years,” said 
Espiritu. 

Bautista clarified that only the 
taxis in Metro Manila will be af- 
fected by the adjustment in the 
бар down rates from P25 to P30. 

“Let them (seek for my 
ouster) ... you know theyre 
making conclusion for that even 


CEBU CITY—Land Transporta- 
tion Franchising and Regulatory 
Board (LTFRB) chair Ma. Elena 
Bautista was irked upon leaming 
that leaders of a consumer group 
in Cebu were seeking her ouster 
following her announcement 
that flag down rates for taxis 
would increase next month. 

But it wasn't only the Cebu 
consumer group that was an- 
gered by the [ТРАВУ latest 
move to adjust taxi rates. 

In a statement, the Philippine 
‘Taximeters Association (PTA), a 
group of owners of shops that 
manufacture taxi meters, also 
expressed disgust over the LT- 


dated in the ARMM, Adem said: owed the MNLF the full imple- 
“That will be up to the MNLF and mentation of phase two of the 
theMILFtoagreeon as brothers.” Sept. 2, 1996 peace agreement. 
Cotabato City Mayor Muslimin Не said the enactment by 
Sema, also the MNLF secretary Congress of Republic Act 9054 to 
general, was cynical about a gov- expand and add more power to 
femment-MILF peace agreement in the ARMM did not really empow- 
the near future, "unless the MILF er the ARMM. 
would ignore the possibility ofex- "Look, has ARMM ever had 
periencing the same predicament true elections?" Sema asked. 
that we (in the MNLF) have gone Kabalu said a political settlement 


through and are still facing today.” — could come after several key issues 
“1 don't think they would run had been ironed ош. Nash B. 
that risk" he said. Maulana with reports from Allan 


‘Sema said the government still A. Nawal, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Troops claim 
they captured 
17-yr-old reb 


DAVAO — CITY—Government 
troops captured а 17-year-old 
member of the New Peoples 
Army (NPA) on Thursday morn- 
ing following an encounter 
Wednesday night im Pantukan 
town, Compostela Valley. 

Lt. Col. Agane Adriatico, mili- 
tary spokesperson for Southeast- 
em Mindanao, said elements of the 
404th Infantry Brigade arrested 
the young rebel in Sitio Lantawan, 
Barangay Napnapan in Pantukan 
while he was about to escape. 

Adriatico said the rebel, a resi- 
dent of Libudon in Mati, Davao 
Oriental, is now at the 404th IB. 
headquarters based in Mawab, 
‘Compostela Valley. 

The young rebel allegedly told 
the military that he was recruited 
by a certain Ka Bencio last year 
while he was still 16 years old. 

He was quoted as saying he was 
promised good pay and education 
ifhe joined the rebel group. 

“This is indeed a clear violation 
of the rights of children,” said 
Adriatico. 

The military has accused the 
NPA of recruiting minors. Anthony 
S.Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Own sister, relatives and 
friends. Where is austerity 
there? Is that equitable and jus- 
tifiable to the public?” he 
asked. 

Salvador, the longest-serv- 
ing government servant at 29 
years, said "the moral, mental, 
Physical and emotional pres- 
sure” against them by Padaca 
has continued since their relief 
from their positions on July 
20. 

Salvador said they were made 
to stay inside an office “without 
anything to do and without any 
direcdves from her (Padaca)." 

Villamor Visaya Jr, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


with Sayyaf 


in Pata town, also in Sulu on 
Monday. 

He did not specify how the 
clash between the group of Patao 
village official Almudzni Amil 
and Abu leader Misuara Amilan 
started. 

But Senga said two other ban- 
dits were killed in the clash. 

“Алаг wife and a nephew 
were also wounded in the fire- 
fight,” Senga said. Julie S. Ali- 
pala, PDIMindanao Bureau 


hike, row on taxi meters 


if they don't know whats hap- taxi fare in the wake, of the 
pening,” Bautista said. public hearings being cónduct- 
Manuel Iway, former Land ed by the LTFRB in Central 
‘Transportation Office director «Visayas for the petition for a 
for Central Visayas and now le- fare adjustment filed by Metro 
gal counsel of the Association of Cebu Taxi Operators Associa- 
Concerned Commuters and tion (MCTOA). 
Consumers (АСЗ), said they Тһе MCTOA asked the LTFRB 
would ask President Macapagal- to adjust the flag down rates to 
Arroyo to relieve Bautista from P30 for the first 500 meters and 
her post for frvoring the taxiop- additional P2.50 from P2.00 for 
erators and drivers to the detri- every 300 kilometers, 
‘ment of the commuters, During the public hearing on 
Souie Mercado, АСЗ presi Thursday, the АСЗ formally 
dent, urged Bautista to rectify submitted its opposition to the 
her ‘statements, or else their increase. 
group would demand her The LTFRB regional office 
ouster. scheduled another hearing on 
Iway and Mercado said Oct. 5 because MCTOA had to 
Bautista should nor make any answer the opposition filed by 
announcement on increases in АСЗ, 
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INQUIRER Southern LUZON йкел 
Meet Mr. ‘Nice Prisoner Around’ 


By Marlon Ramos and Madonna Virola 


several human rights activists, searched for his 
brother Eduardo, an alleged communist leader 
in Mindoro, who had been reported missing after he 
was presented by military officials to the media at Fort. 
Bonifacio on May 3. 
Police and Army intelligence 
men arrested Eduardo "Eddik" 
Serrano, along with two women, 


F OR 10 days, Jose Cesar Serrano, together with 


mates who will be trained by 
nurses and doctors. 
“The image of a murderer 


in Lipa City on May 2. which the military wants to por- 
“We couldnt find him in any tray of me would soon be proven 
military camp or jail in Manila and false. Instead, people here may be 
nearby provinces. We sought the looking for the ‘nice prisoner 
help of the media but nothing hap- around,” he said. er da 
pened. We feared that he wasal- Eddik devotes at least an hour according to the military, 
Feady Killed,” Jose Cesar narrated. daily for early morning exercises. communist leader Rogelio 
‘On May 12, Jose Cesar leamed . Taichi sessions are held on week- Villanueva посоннатунол 
that his brother was jailed in “ends Буа volunteer from the Na аала 
Calapan City. His group immedi- tional Bureau of Investigation. arian Lave 
ately left for Oriental Mindoro. A Не avoids vices and unhealthy _ Theagendaalso included human 


rights violations documented in 


few hours after reaching the city, een 


he was reunited with Kuya Eddik, 


food, and aspires to be fit for an- 
other 10-20 years. 


the eldest in their brood of 13, at Не has proposed several liveli- had been attributed to the presence 
the provincial jail. hood projects for the inmates and 9 more than nine Army battalions 
‘The relief was short-lived, how- residents of Calapan, relying on and special units on the island. 


During his trip back to Min- 
doro, Eddik and two women, 
identified by the military as New 
People's Army members, were ar- 
rested. 

‘The NDF panel in the peace ne- 
gotiations, through Fidel Ag- 
Gaoili, informed the government 
panel of Serrano's arrest and de- 
manded his immediate release, 
saying he was covered by the 
Joint Agreement on Safery and 
Immunity Guarantees. 


ever, Jose Cesar found that his 
brother was charged with rebel- 
lion, murder and frustrated mur- 
der, with no ball recommended. 

As soon as they left the jail, 
Jose Cesar resolved to do every: 
thing to get his brother out. 


Jail life 

Eddi 51, now on his fh month 
of captivity, would not be subdued. 
їп a шег dated Sept. 1, he related 
not only his ordeal but his ways of 


his training in agriculture, espe- 
cially animal science. 

“1 have also initiated the for- 
mation of a paralegal team that 
will assist inmates on their cases, 
especially those coming from the 
basic masses and could not afford 
a lawyer; Eddik said. The team 
will translate documents read in 
court in Tagalog for greater un- 
derstanding, headded. 


Arrest 


TGhingiththesiuaton aswell Eddikisallowed towatch local | The military failed to present 
Tinta few days, 1 befriended a andworldeventsoncableTV. him until his brochers group 
Jotofinmates and jail guards,” he _“Incaseldont come out ofthis found him in jail on May 13. 


said. Fellow Bicolanos in jail 
helped him adjust to his new life. 

He said he prepared himself to 
be fit psychologically and physi- 
cally. He regularly reads newspa- 
pers, magazines and books. 

He gives acupuncture treat- 
‘ment to inmates and their friends 
and relatives, as well as the 
guards and warden. He has pro- 
posed the setting up of a health 
unit composed of volunteer in- 


alive, [make it a point that 1 al- 
‘ways serve the people to the best 
of my abilities,” he said. 

Eddik. said he left the moun- 
tains of Mindoro in April to meet 
with leaders of the National 
Democratic Front to discuss de- 
tails in the operation of the Joint 
Monitoring Committee in accor- 
dance with the Comprehensive 
‘Agreement for the Respect of Hu- 
man Rights and International Hu- 


“Political detainee’ 

In Eddiks case, the govem- 
ment breached its commitment to 
the peace talks with the NDR said 
Bayan Muna Rep. Joel Virador 
during a forum at the University 
of the Philippines Los Baños in 
Laguna on Sept. 11. 

‘The peace process with the 
communists may be fruitless 
again as the government contin- 


ACROSS THE NATION |. 


55*77 


E-mall:pr_provincal news@inguirercom phy 


es to “criminalize” political of — Bello further said the NDF kidnap-for-ransom. 


fenses, Virador said. This is an failed to notify the government — Police and military intelligence 
outright violation of human panel that they had consulted men further identified Villanueva 
rights, he said. ‘with Serrano in line with the asa regular member ofthe South- 
Marie Hilao-Enriquez, nation- peace talks. ern Tagalog Regional Party Com- 
al chair of the human rights . mittee, code-named Ka Makling 
group Karapatan, said Serrano, Criminal offender and Ka Висар. 2 
as the recognized NDF leader in ite testimonies from Ed- о, КР 
Mindoro, should be considered а dik’s relatives and friends, mili- No ‘political detainee’ 


political dissident and not an or- tary and police officials in Min- Lapinid laughed off Karap- 
inary criminal. doro stood by their statement  atan’s contention that Villanueva 

“The cases filed against him that “Eduardo Serrano” was just should be considered a political 
are political in nature. As such, all the nom de guerre of Villanueva, detainee. He said Villanueva and 
criminal charges against him and Фе alleged highest-ranking Com- those arrested for ambuscades of 
‘other political prisoners should munist Party leader in the government troops were no dif- 
be dropped and incorporated in province. ferent from common criminals. 
the charge of rebellion,” she said. He is no political dissident but He then countered Enriquez’s 

Enriquez also noted that the а common criminal, according to statement that there are political 
subject of the arrest warrants, as Chief Supt. Alejandro Lapinid, di- prisoners in the country. ? 
admitted by Ѕепапоз arresting rector of the Mimaropa (Min- Не said it was just natural for 
officers, was a certain Rogelio Vi- doro-Marinduque-Romblon- е police and military to arrest 
lanüeva, which madeit very clear Palawan) Police Office. individuals who are supposedly. 


thathis seizure alone was illegal.” Lapinid said Villanueva was ar- breaking the law. 
rested along with Josephine Joy “Ме are enforcing the rule of 
Immunity from arrest Mendoza and Rizza Mesana. law. Serrano and his likes are be- 


She argued that as an МОР 
leader, Eddik had immunity from 
arrest as stipulated under the 
Jasig, which was agreed upon by 
the NDF and government panels 
during the first-round of peace 
talks in February. 

Serrano and his group traveled 
to Manila to confer with NDF 
chief negotiator Fidel Agcaoili on 
the alleged rising military atroci 
ties in Mindoro, according to En- 
riquez. The subject was one of the 
topics in the next round of the 
"alis. 

“This is a clear case of violation. 
of the Jasig. Serrano went out of 
his area to participate in the 
peace process. Otherwise, he 
would not be caught,” she 
claimed. 1 

Ina letter to the NDE chief gov- 
ernment negotiator Silvestre Bel- 
lo ll denied that the government 
violated the Jasig. He said the 


“The militants are saying that 
Villanueva is not Eduardo Serra 
no so he could get away with all 
Ив criminal liabilities. But our ev- 
idence shows that he is really Vil- 
Janueva. Anyway they will havea 
chance to present their evidence 
inthe proper court,” he said. 

Senior Supt. Victorino Cara- 
gan, Mimaropa police director for 
operations, admitted that they 
have yet to do a background 
check on Villanueva's “real iden- 
tiy” 

“All we have are records of his 
activities as head of the CPRNDF- 
-NPA in Mindoro. As far as we're 
concerned, he is really Rogelio 
Villanueva,” Caragan said. 

Lapinid said Villanueva was ar- 
rested by virtue of three warrants 
issued by Roxas, Oriental Min- 
дого Judge Vicente Leido and 
Judges Mario dela Cruz and Eli- 
gio Arboleda of Pinamalayan, 


ing incarcerated not because they 
have different political beliefs but 
because they committed viola- 
tions of our laws,” Lapinid said. 
He cited an incident when NPA 
rebels ambushed newly trained 
police officers in Abra de Ilog, Oc- 
cidental Mindoro, a few months 
back. Four policemen and a cil- 
ian driver were killed. : 
What is so political about 
killing police personnel and into- 
cent civilians?” he asked. 
Lapinid said the communist 
leadership was agog over freeing 
Villanueva because he маза 
great loss to local communists. .+ 
"The NPA in Mindoro is now 
crippled because they don't have 
a leader,” he said. Lapinid also in- 
sisted that they are religiously fot- 
lowing the CARHRIHL in their 
gun battles with the NPA. He said 
members of the Mimaropa had 
been attending lectures about the 


agreement covered only “security Oriental Mindoro, for rebellion, agreement. 
guarantees’ and not immunity murder and frustrated murder бепапо appeals for b’stop to 
from thé legal process of the respectively. the "criminalization" of political 


country. 

Аз such, he said, the Jasig did 
not include guarantees from ar- 
rest warrants. 


Caragan said they had also 
filed cases against Villanueva 
as Eduardo Serrano for various 
criminal offenses, including 


offenses, “Free the political de- 
tainees in the spirit of the ongo- 
ing peace talks between the GRP 
and МОРЕ" he said. 3 


Bicolano war hero finally 
given full military honors 


was named after him in June 1991), and then to 


HE BICOLANOS had been 
commemorating the bravery 
of Gen. Simeon А. Ola for the 

past 101 years, but it was only on 

Sept. 25 that President Macapagal- 

Arroyo gave full military honors to 

the last Filipino revolutionary gen- 

eral to surrender to the Americans 
during his re-interment at the Ola 

Park in Guinobatan, Albay. 

Ms Arroyo marched with local executives and 
 Ola's descendants from the Our Lady of Assump- 
tion Church to the Ola Park, and stayed under the 
‚sun for about 10 minutes until the hero's remains 
меге placed in a narra box inside the monument. 

"The re-interment ceremony was also attend- 
ed by provincial and municipal executives, 
high-ranking military and police officers, 
priests, students and thousands of Bicolanos 

Ola, a native of Guinobatan, is recognized as 
the last Bicolano general to surrender to Amer- 
dean forces on Sept. 25, 1903, one year and five 
months after Gen, Miguel Malvar yielded. 

He also became the first mayor of Guino- 
batan, serving for two consecutive terms. 


Exhumed 

Before the re-interment, Ola's remains were 
exhumed from the town's public cemetery and 
brought to the regional police headquarters at 
Camp Gen. Simeon Ola in Legazpi City (the camp 


the provincial capitol for public viewing and vigil 

"The municipal government spent at least 
P250,000 for the renovation of Ola Park at the 
heart of Guinobatan. 

Mayor Juan Garcia said Ola contributed im- 
mensely to the attainment of independence 
from the Spanish and US colonial forces. 

With the recognition and honors given by 
Ms Arroyo, the Filipinos will revere Ola as one 
of the countrys greatest heroes that they 
should remember and be proud of. 

Bishop Lucilo Quiambao of the Diocese of 
Legazpi said in his homily that the love of Ola 
for the Filipinos was worthy because the long- 
awaited freedom was attained, 


Ola Day 

Garcia said he would ask the President to 
declare and celebrate Sept. 2 (birth date of 
Ola) instead of Sept. 25 (the day of his surren- 
der) as a non-working holiday in Albay. | 

He'said he also planned to put up a mau- 
soleum where Ola's sword, tambuli or budy- 
ong (horn) with engravings of the Katipunan 
triangular emblem and the Filipino flag, uni- 
form and other personal belongings would be 
displayed for public viewing. 

Ola's granddaughter, Hameedah Erlinda | 
Ola Kasan, said with teary eyes thatthe unex- 
pected ceremony of full military honors was a 
dream come true and made her family and 
the Bicolanos proud. Michael B. Jaucian 


PRESIDENT Arroyo cites the heroism of Gen. Simeon Ola. With her are, from left, Albay Gov. 
Fernando Gonzalez, Guinobatan Mayor Juan Garcia, Ola's descendant Hameedah Erlinda 
Ola-Kasan, Ligao City Mayor Erlinda Gonzalez and Southern Luzon Command head Lt. Gen. 
Alfonso Dagudag. oss er 
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By Martin Marfil 


THE SOARING oil prices сап be 
used to justify a second increase. 
in the minimum wages in one 
year, acting Labor Secretary 
Manuel Imson yesterday said. 
‘World ой prices rose to a 
record $50.47 per barrel yester- 
day and the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas projected a 6.8-percent 
inflation rate for September, 
Imson said the wage increase 


seen to 
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‘The Department of Energy 
(DOE) could not give an estimate 
of the impact of the peso depreci- 
ation on oil prices. Its assump- 
tions are based on а 56 to the dol- 
larexchangerate. 

The sharp price increase in 
diesel, which accounts for 70 per- 
cent of all petroleum sales, is un- 
usual considering that other 
petroleum products have been 
softening, according to Delcallr. 

While the average price of 
diesel in the world market has 
been rising (up 4.6 percent to 
$54.06 this month, $51.06 per 
barrel last month) over the past 
30 days, the average price of 
unleaded gas and crude oil has 
been declining, by 5.3 percent 
and 8,3 percent respectively 
duringthe same period. 

Crude prices, however, have 
soared overthe past few days. 


Second straight day 

Oil lingered above the $50 
per barrel threshold in Asian 
trading on Wednesday, breach- 
ing the mark for the second 
straight day ahead of key US 
crude stockpile data. 

‘An expected cold Northern 
Hemisphere winter also weighed 
in as a pledge by the worlds 
largest producer, Saudi Arabia, to 
boost production capacity failed 
tolower prices. 

Crude for November delivery 
traded at $50.09 per barrel at 
around 0700 GMT in after-hours 
trading on the New York Mercan- 
tile Exchange after inching up 
around midday in Asia. It hit 
$50.47 on Tuesday. 


Basic reason 

“The basic reason (for the high 
prices) is that we are near winter 
~ and winter means a high pro- 
duction demand,” said Esa Ra- 
masamy, the editorial manager 
for Platts energy analysts in Sin- 
gapore. 

The price spike has some 
economists worried that expen- 
sive energy could set off a global 
recession. 

Unrest in  Nigeria—Africa's 
largest producer and the world’s 
seventh biggest ех 
porter—fanned market fears as 
rebels pledged 10 wrest control of 
vital fields in the Niger Delta that 
produce more than 2 million bar- 
Tels per day. 


Shutdown 

In the Gulf of Mexico, 39 
production platforms and two 
drilling rigs were shut down 
on Sept. 13 due to Hurricane 
Ivan, leaving 11.8 million bar- 
rels shut in, the US Minerals 
Management Service said 
Tuesday. 

‘Analysts expect that data to be 
released by the US Department of 
Energy later Wednesday will show 
crude stocks hitting a record low. 


Frompage Al 


apartments in Makati City in July 
2003 questioned before the 
Supreme Court the jurisdiction of 
the court-martial over the cases 
oftheir clients. 


Priority 

Twodays later, the AFP filed its 
opposition to the petition of the 
soldiers lawyers. 

But the high court ordered a 
stop tothe court-martial proceed- 
ings. 


Oil price hik 


would have to be tackled by the 
Regional Tripartite Wages and 
Productivity Boards _ where 
groups can file petitions for wage 
adjustments. 

"Under the law, the wage 
boards can't grant successive 
wage increases in one year but 
there is also а provision that 
when there is a supervening con- 
ition, wage adjustments could 
be made," Imson said. 

He was referring to Rule IV Sec- 


Diesel price 


soar 


till December 


for the ninth straight week. 

Oil now costs around 75 per- 
cent more than it did a year ago 
but, when adjusted for infia- 
tion, still remains around $30 
below the level reached in 
1981. 

Opec's efforts to bring prices 
down to more moderate levels 
have failed, but giant producer 
Saudi Arabia said Tuesday it 
would boost production capaci- 
ty by 15 percent to try to stabi- 
lize the market. 


Growing demand 

Delcalar traced the surging 
diesel price to supply constraints 
and growing demand. 

Although oil producers have 
raised their output, the refining 
Capacity is not enough for 
diesel, especially in the US 
where refineries in Texas and 
Louisiana have been forced to 
shat down due to the recent 
hurricanes. 

Aside from the drastic drop in 
US diesel supply, Delcallar cited 
the robust demand for diesel in 
China, which has become а net 
importer of diesel this year after 
having been a net exporter in the 
past, 

More than two million cars 
were sold in China last year from 
only 500,000 in 2002. 

Making matters worse is the 
onset of winter. Diesel stocks are 
expected to tighten in the US and 
Europe as consumers buy more 
тоте for their heating require- 
mens. 


Conservation 

Malacafiang, however, could 
only come up with medium- to 
long-term solutions to alleviate 
the impact of rising fuel prices 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye said the government was 
counting on intensified fuel 
conservation efforts, the im- 
portation of CNG (compressed 
natural gas) buses (200 in ear- 
ly next year) and the aggres- 
sive promotion of ethanol as 
fuel alternative to reduce the 

country’s dependence on oil 
rts. 

‘We cannot control world 
factors, we are only discussing 
alternative sources,” Bunye 
said. 

He declined to comment on 
whether President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo would reject any moves 
by the public transport groups to 
seek a fare hike. 

‘The DOE has ruled out a sub- 
sidy program similar to that 
adopted by the Thai govern- 
ment, which has kept its diesel 
price at P19.83 per liter. Diesel 
is retailed at P21.52 per liter in 
the Philippines. 

Because the subsidy program 
has already cost the Thai govern- 
ment $541 million, it has sched- 
uled to remove the subsidy by Oc- 
tober next year, according to Del- 
callar. With report from AP 


Cruz said the cases of the en- 
listed personnel who joined the 
mutiny would take priority 
over the cases of the leaders. He 
said sanctions ranging from a 
reprimand toa demotion would 
be imposed on the soldiers 
based on an evaluation oftheir 
cases. 

“That is why there is a pro- 
cess," the defense secretary said. 
“The court-martial will look into 
the evidence, the extent of partic- 
ipation, the rules which will be 
applied. There will be a lot [of 


e can 


tion 3 of the Revised Rules of Pro- 
cedures on Minimum Wage Fi 
ing, which states that any wage 
order issued by the board may not 
be disturbed in 12 months from its 
effectivity and по petition for 
wage increase shall be entertained 
in the same period. 
Justification 
However, the rule also states that 
in case of supervening conditions 
suchas an extraordinary increase in 
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the prices of petroleum products 
and basic goods and services, the 
board can exercise its wage fixing 
function during the period. 

The Trade Union Congress of 
the Philippines (TUCP) earlier 
said that a S-percent inflation 
rate could be interpreted as a su- 
pervening or extraordinary con- 
dition and used as a justification. 
forawage increase, 

In July, most of the regional 
wage boards issued wage orders 
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after labor groups filed their peti- 
tions because of increases in oil 
prices and transportation fares 
early this year. 

Imson said the wage board de- 
cisions would be based not only 
on the capacity of employers to 
pay but also on the need to pre- 
serve jobs. 


Capacity to pay 
“We look at the capacity of em- 
ployers to pay, determining what. 


justify pay raise, says labor exec 


is affordable so as not to cause 
displacement like non-wage ben- 
efits for job preservation,” he 
said, 

‘The TUCP warned employers « 
against using the oil price 
creases as an excuse for laying off 
workers. 

“if they take advantage of the 
situation and lay off workers, 
will file the necessary cases 
TUCP spokesperson Alex Aguilar 
said. 


RP BEAUTY IN TOKYO 


Miss International contestants from 61 countries, including Miss Philippines Margaret Ann Bayot, take part in goodwill programs in the 
ancient Japanese capital of Kamakura southwest of Tokyo befors tho beauty pageant’ finals is held on Oct. 6. E 


Palace: GSIS chief won't go on leave 


From page Ar 


said ata briefing. 

In 2002, then Justice Secretary 
Hernando Perez, a close ally of 
President Arroyo, was forced to 
go on leave when he was em- 
broiled ina bribery charge. 

But opposition Sen. Serge Os- 
meia said Ms Arroyo was "pro- 
tecting" Garcia. 

Asked whether he was urging 
Ms Arroyo to fire Garcia, Osmeña 
said: "The President will do 
what's good for her, not whats 
good for the country” 

The senator said it was wrong 
for Ms Arroyo to advise the 6515 
chief to explain his side to the 
people, and not to her. 

“She is the one who will make 
the decision on whether he stays 
ог goes. She can't pass that on to 
the people because the people 
can't fire Garcia, but she can,” Os- 
meña told reporters.” 


Deeply touched 

Sought for comment, Garcia 
said: "Tam deeply touched by the 
Continued support of the Presi- 
dent in my leadership of the 
GSIS. Im happy she appreciates 
the reforms Ive done. | know 
She's been hurt by unpopular re- 
forms 1 initiated, but she allowed 
meto dochem because she knows 
they are the right things to do. 
This act is one of the Presidents 
defining moments” 

Bunye said that while Garcia 
had been doing the rounds of me- 
dia offices to air his side in the 
past two days, the President had 


soldiers] who will be reinstated 
and given sanctions. The sanc- 
tions will be based on the rules." 

He stressed that the court-mar- 
tial proceedings would continue 
"because according to the rules 
and the law, there is a process to 
follow. You cannot have a deci- 
sion without following the pro- 
cess. The process must be fol- 
lowed.” 

Cruz also said he had instructed 
Gen. Narciso Abaya, AFP chief of 
staff, to negotiate with the soldiers 
lawyers not to use their right to 


yet eo issue a reaction. 

He said Ms Arroyo would let the 
public know if Garcia had fully ex- 
plained himself to the public. 

Bur while the resident appeared. 
to have left Garcia to fend off his 
critics, Bunye said she “also realizes 
that there is а possibility that there 
are vested interests involved." 


‘No experience’ 

Osmeha said that as early as 
2001, he had objected to Garcia's 
appointment as head of the GSIS 
and even called on the latter to 
step down 

He said the new GSIS charter 
approved in 1997 stipulated that 
the GSIS president and general 
manager should have a 10-year 
{experience in banking or in insur- 
ance, which Garcia did not have. 

"Garcia isa lawyer in Cebu and 
never had any experience in the 
banking or insurance industry, 
much Jess the required 10 years,” 
Osmeña pointed out. 

He said Garcia was appointed 
to the pos for "political reasons." 

Asked whether he was urging 
Garcia to resign, the senator said 
Garcia would not take his advice. 
But he said he was willing to bet 
his bottom peso that "if we take a 
good look at the finances of GSIS, 
Twe will see that its] performance. 
has not been that hot” 

Не also said he would look at 
GSIS finances one ofthese days 


Transfer of deposits 

Garcia has transferred GSIS de- 
posits from the government 
Owned Land Bank of the Philip- 


“peremptory challenge” anymore 
зо ав not to delay ће court-martial 
proceedings. 

“If we can do it in several 
months, I would prefer that,” he 
said 


Apology accepted 
In a press conference at Camp 
Agvinaldo on Sept. 24, s offi- 
cers—Army Captains Gerardo 
Gambala and Milo Maestrecan 
ро, Marine Captains Nicanor 
Facidon and Gary Alejano and 
Navy Liewenan James Layug 


pines, the country’s third biggest 
commercial bank, to Union Bank, 
ranked 16th among the largest 
banks. 

‘This was announced in a press 
conference yesterday by Deputy 
House Minority Leader Rolex Su- 
plico (LDR Пойо), Anakpawis 
Rep. Crispin Beltran, the 
Kapisanan ng mga Manggagawa 
sa GSIS led by lawyer Albert Ve- 
Jasco, and Ferdinand Gaite, presi- 
dent of Courage, a confederation 
of government employees. 

Beltran has also filed a graft 
case against Garcia for awarding 
the flagship GSIS eCard project to 
Union Bank over the Bank of the 
Philippine Islands (ranked sec- 
ond), Landbank (third), Philip- 
pine National Bank (sixth), and 
Development Bank of the Philip- 
pines (eighth). 

The eCard is a combined 1D 
and ATM card through which all 
GSIS benefits such as loans and 
retirement claims shall be paid. 

The GSIS has announced that 
the transfer of servicing from the 
Landbank to Union Bank will be 
completed by Sept. 30. 


Aboitiz group 

“We cannot find a plausible 
reason why Winston Garcia 
should push at all costs for the 
Adoption ofthe eCard project and 
award it to Union Bank, except 
[for the fact that] Union Bank is 
controlled by the Aboitiz Group, 
which allegedly has business 
Tinks with Garcia," Gaite said. 

‘Suplico asked why Garcia pre 
ferred Union Bank over the Land- 


Amnesty for Oakwood mutineers under study by 


and Antonio Trillanes IV—apolo- 
gized to Ms Arroyo for launching. 
the mutiny. 

‘The President accepted the 
apology but said the cases against 
the mutineers would continue. 

Lawyers of the soldiers subse- 
quently announced that they 
were never informed of the 
group's decision to issue an apol- 
‘ogy. At least one, Homobono 
Adaza, has formally withdrawn 
as counsel of the officers. 

АН the mutincers are facing a 
court-martial—the 259 soldiers 


bank when the GSIS, being a gov- 
ernment-owned and -controlled 
corporation, should tap govern 
ment banks to handle its banking 
пе 


“This certainly goes against 
common sense and undermines 
the President's drive to stem the 
fiscal crisis plaguing her strong 
republic,” Suplico said. 

"The Landbank had been servic- 
ing GSIS banking requirements 
since the early 19905 

In a pres statement, Landbank 
president and chief executive off 
cer Gary Teves said that the bank 
considered the GSIS a valued 
client and that contrary to reports, 
it did not send a letter threatening 
to terminate its services. 


Maintaining balance 
In an earlier press briefing, 
Garcia said the reason forthe de- 
cision of the GSIS to transfer its 
deposits to Union Bank was the 
high maintaining balance re 
quired by the Landbank. 

Garcia said that of the estimat- 
cd P7 or 8 billion of GSIS deposits 
inthe Landbank, P1 billion would 
be moved to Union Bank and the 
remainder invested in more 
paintings, long-term loans and 
government securities. 
andbank was already requir- 
ing us a maintaining balance of 
PF billion. That is just too much 
forthe GSIS,” Garcia had said. 

Не said Union Bank was agree 
able to a maintaining balance of 
P1 billion forthe GSIS. With re- 
ports from Michelle V Remo and 
Cynthia D. Balana 


Palace 


present at Oakwood at the time of | 
the mutiny for five violations of | 
the Articles of War, and another | 
16 who were not in the building, 
for failure to suppress the mutiny. 
‘Thirty-one soldiers, including 
the six who apologized to Ms Ar- 
Toyo, are facing coup d'etat 
charges before a Makati court 
and other offenses before a mili 
tary tribunal. 
Of the 31, 27 have been granted 
һай. But the military has yet to re 
lease them on grounds that they 
are still facing а court-martial, 
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Mayors in eastern Metro Manila frown on e-casino operations 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
Sav Quismundo | 


MAYORS in eastern Metro Manila 
are also up in arms against online 
gambling through electronic or e- 
casinos that use legitimate Inter- 
net shops as fronts. 

‘This month, Pasig City closed 
ап Internet shop that had online 
‘gambling operations, ‘while San 
Juan approved an ordinance pe- 
nalizing any form of gambling in 
schools. 

Yesterday, Marikina officials 
said they would not tolerate e- 
casinos in the city. 

But morality is not the key issue 
inthe closure ofthe ecasinos. 

Local officials said these pro- 


New taxi 
rate hike 
out today 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


‘THE LAND Transportation Fran- 
chising Regulatory Board is set to 
issue today an order allowing 
taxis to raise their flag down to 
P30 from P25. 

"The new rate would take effect 
15 days after publication in a ma- 
jor daily. The flag down covers the 
charge for the first 500 meters. 

In exchange for the fare in- 
crease, the regulator would direct 
taxis to start issuing receipts to 
passengers by January 2005. 

The regulator also said it 
would soon legalize the opera- 
tions of out-of ine FXes or public 
Asian Utility Vehicles or AUVs. 


FX taxi legalization 

LTFRB Chair Maria Elena 
Bautista said the transportation 
department was preparing an or- 
der to legalize the operations of 
meter-ess but yellow-plated AU- 
Vs that collect fare per head. 

Currently, FXes or similar-type 
vehicles hat line up in terminals 
or ply specific routes are consid- 
ered illegal by the LTFRB. 

‘Bautista said the order would 
come out soon. It may even be re- 
leased today together with the 
approval of the increased flag 
down for taxis. 

The LTFRB chief said, however, 
that authorities would tighten its 
policy on the so-called mega taxis 
ог FXes with meters. She said 
these mega taxis could not charge 
its customers per head. 

"Their franchise is а taxi that's 
why they have to use their meter,” 
she said. 


Fugitive 
tracked 
down 


By Jerome Aning 


AN AMERICAN fugitive facing a 
double murder charge in the 
United States who had been hid 
ing in the country for the past 20 
years had been arrested by the 
Bureau of Immigration. 
Immigration agents and po- 
licemen caught up with Romeo 


Cabarles, 54, in Tabac Sur, Oton, * 


Пойо City, on Monday. 

Immigration ^ Commissioner 
Alipio Fernandez Jr said Cabarles 
‘would be deported as an. illegal 
alien since his US passport had 
expired on 1987. 

"The US Embassy, which sought 
Cabarles' arrest, said the fugitive 
had been on the wanted list of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
since 2002. е 

‘Two counts of murder and ап 
attempted murder charge had 
been filed against him before a 
court in California. 

‘The embassy, however, did not 
give further details regarding 
Gabarles’ participation іп the 
crime that happened in 1982. No 
information on the victims was 
also provided. 

A warrant for Cabarles' arrest 
was fist issued by фе trial court 
of Compton County on April 16, 
2002. 

‚Three months later, another ar- 
rest warrant was issued against 
him by a judge of the US district 
court in Los Angeles for unlawful 
flight to avoid prosecution. 


vided little in terms of revenues 
to city coffers and would only en- 
courage the spread of vices. 

“Kit is a huge, Vegas-typecasi- 
no, then we would consider it be- 
cause that would bring jobs and 
tourists,” said Mayor Marides 
Lourdes Fernando. 


No e-casinos 

Fernando said there had been 
attempts to set up e-casinos in the 
city, ut she did not allow them. 

“1 won't allow one in my city" 
she declared. 

In San Juan, Mayor Joseph Vic- 
tor JV" Ejercito said he was 
against “all forms of gambling.” 

"Тат fully ware of the negative 
effects it will bring to my con- 


stituents,” Ejercito said in a pre- 
pared statement. "The easy mon- 
ey it promises lures the patrons of 
this activity, especially due to 


poverty. 
other people and the community 
isjeopardized.” 

This, he said, is what makes 
gambling intolerable. 

Gambling hinders his vision of 
San Juan as 
the mayor said 

The town’s ordinance No. 22 
prohibits all forms of gambling in 
schools in the town. 

Recently, the mayor issued a 
cease and desist order against ће 
management of an e-asino shop 
оп Wilson comer P Guevarra 
Streets, a commercial area. 


However, the safety of 


Mi 


zone of discipline, 


prohibits 


^1 guarantee that all forms of 
gambling will not be tolerated," 
Ejercito said. 

Late this month, Pasig City offi- 
cials raided the office of E-Casino 
Filipino on Meralco Avenue. 


Councilor Bobby Eusebio said 
the e-casino misrepresented its 
application for business permit 
and license. It had applied as an 
Internet cafe but was operating 
as an online casino. 

Pasig City Ordinance No. 20 


ments from operating in the city. 
Meanwhile, Manila is on the 

defensive over the impending op- 

eration ofa gambling “arcade” in 


do. 


ted bling venue. 


gambling establish- 
asa casino would, 


a hotel on Gandara Street, Binon- 


Supporters of the community- 
based Kilusan Kontra Sugalan 
earlier massed in front of the Bi- 
nondo Suites to ask city officials 
1o stop the opening of the gam- 


They argued that this would 
only bring in the destructive cul- 
ture of gambling to the communi 
ty and teach its residents, espe- 
cially children, the wrong value 
‘Atienza defended the “arcade” 
by saying it would not offer card 
games and “unlimited gambling” 


Nonetheless, Atienza asked the 
Philippine Amusement and Gam- 
ing Corporation (Pagcor) to as- 


sure Manilans that its arcade 
would not be turned into a full-* 
fledged casino later, 

Pagcor deferred the opening of ' 
the arcade that would showcase + 
slot machines following protests 
by civic groups. 

Atienza said it should have 
opened last Tuesday. ў 

“PAGCOR has to explain that 
what they are opening is not a 
casino, and it must give its actual“ 
commitment to the community" » 
said Atienza. 

In Quezon City, Mayor Feli 
iano Belmonte has already or- 
dered the closure of seven e-casi- 
no outlets reportedly operating in 
the guise of Internet and online - 
gaming cafes. 


QC plans text-a-crime project 


GOLDEN COUPLES 


Some of 43 couples pose for a photo after they were honored by the Catholic Church in San Rafael, Bulacan. Inset shows Hernando dela 
Cruz, 82, kissing his wife Lydia, 72, during arite renewing their marriage vows. The Church says the couples who have been married for 
over 50 years prove that matrimony stil works in the Philippines. The Catholic church has been campaigning against 
divorce in the Philippines. The Philippines and Malta are the only remaining countries in the world without a divorce law. 


the legalization of 
law. 


By Tina G. Santos 
ITS THEcall of the times. 


mulling the use of text messag- 
ing in reporting crime as he 
urges the Central Police District. 
(CPD) to adopt new and more ef- 
fective ways of improving the, 
peace and order situation in 
Quezon City. 

Belmonte said a software could . 
be developed to process text mes- 
sages and enable policemen to 
address all forms of criminality, 
especially street crimes. 

He said text messaging could 
also help in the early solution of 
crimes. 


32 million cell users 

If implemented, the mayor 
said, billboards would be put up 
in the city to inform the public of 
cellular phone numbers which 
they could text or call. 

According to telecommunica- 
tions industry officials, the coun- 
try has around 32 million cellular 
phone users, most of whom аге, 
fond of text messaging. 

Belmonte said the plan was 
intended to make crime report- 
ing as simple and easy as play- 

ig with the keys of a cellular 
phone, which he noted меге, 
commonly used to exchange 
jokes. 

He urged CPD director Senior , 
Supt. Nicasio Radovan to coordi- 
nate with city officials in identify- 
ing areas in need of police sta- 
tions. 


sumas 


SMALL WONDER 


Environment Secretary Michael Defensor and inventor Pablo Planas hold up 
the Khaos Super Turbo Charger of KSTC, a gas saving device that has been 
shown to save as much as 50 percent on gasoline. Defensor led environment 
officials yesterday in testing the device. They later attested that Khaos 
drastically reduced emissions from 0.4 to 0.9. 
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Mail fire in Caloocan 
MALL goers panicked and rushed outside 
the Ever Gotesco Grand Centralin 
Caloocan City after thick smoke swept 
through the mal's second oor yesterday 
afternoon. At5:18 p.m., a blast was heard 
near the department store section, accord- 
ing to ОЗ Raymundo Savare. Nobody was 
reported injured in the fire hat caused 
minimal damage, City Fire Chil Agapito 
Nacario said. Fre fighters put out he blaze 
around 6 p.m. A few minutes ear, the 
Aurelio Building on Esa at the corner of 
Sth Avenue also caught fire. каз 

cared under control 40 minutes tater. Ed- 
Son C. Tandoe dr. 


Statistics Oct. confab 
THE COUNTRY'S statisticians, academics 
and professionals in related fields, and da- 
ta producers and users wi converge ог 
the Sth National Convention on Statistics 
(NCS) on Oct. 4-5, 2004 at the Edsa, 
Shangria Hotel, Mandaluyong City. The 


Convention provides the occasion for 
Tese people to share, learn and improve 
knowledge and skis in the field of statis- 
tics and its applications. The event will 
have as its theme "Rising Beyond Global 
Challenges Through Quality Philippine 
Statistics." Registration can be made on- 
site and online at 

winw.nscb govph/ncsiregister asp. For. 
more details, please contact the Secretariat 
31897-2170, 895-2436 or visit 

энил 000 00/065 


Cruz, 82 

RETIRED US Embassy Procurement Otli- 
cer Celerino Cruz J died Tuesday morning 
alter a heart atack. He was 82. Cruz is sur- 
Vired by daughters Carmelita Walsh and 
Corazon Panedo. sons-i-aw George 
Walsh and Judge Jose Paneda, and grand- 
children Joselle, Joses, Jose Luis, and 
Leste. His body les the family residence 
00:320 Naniranan St Mandaluyong Су. 
Interment wil be on Saturday, Oct 2at the 
Mandaluyong Municipal Cemetery. 


Swamp eyed for bird park . 


By Edson E. Tandoc Jr. 


‘SOME local officials are planning to convert a 
remote swampy area in Valenzuela City into a 
bird-watching eco-tourism park. 

This is still part of the plan to declare Villa 
Encarnacion in Barangay Malanday as a bird 
sanctuary. 

Nearly two months ago, hundreds of black- 
crowned night herons were found thriving in 
the mangroves beside the subdivision. 

With the proposed park, visitors can have 
some bird-watching for a fee, councilor 
Ritchie Cuadra told the Ingumn. 

He said this would not oily give the city ad- 
ditional revenues bur also make local officials 
more capable in protecting the herons. 
Migratory birds 

Black-crowned night herons—alsó called 
nycticorax—are migratory birds usually 
found in coastal areas in several countries. 
Herons eat mostly fish and therefore thrive in 
wetlands. 

There have been frequent sightings of 
herons in the Philippines. But as migratory 
birds not endemic in the country, they leave 
after several hours. 

In Augus, the rescue of a wounded heron 
in Villa Encarnacion brought attention to the 
plight of the hundreds of herons which have 
apparently chosen to stay in the area. 

‘Some bird experts said this was the first re- 


ported breeding of herons in Metro Manila. 

‚ Cuadra had already proposed an ordinance. 
to declare the barangay, along with five other. 
areas in the city, as bird sanctuaries to enable 
barangay officials to go after residents who , 
would catch, kill or harm the herons. 

"The other aftemoon, the local government 
also organized a public hearing to consult vil- 
lagers about the planned park. 

Most of the residents, who have gotten 
used to the herons beside their houses, are 
supporting the proposal, village president 
Lorenzo Bogayon told the Inaumen. 


Apprehension 

“There are apprehensions of course, as some 
residents are thinking about the effects of the 
park to their quiet neighborhood, especially if 
visitors from other localities start coming. 


Mayor Feliciano Belmonte is ^ 


Another problem is that the owner of the va- ^ 


cant lot where the herons live is reportedly 
planning to develop the area into a subdivision. 

But environment department National 
Capital Region Director Corazon Davis sai 
the Valenzuela City government could just 
buy the vacant lot and develop it as a park. 

Or the government could just forge a part- 
nership with the owner for the operation of 
the park, Davis added. 

She said the environment department 
‘would be assisting the local government in 
developing the area without disturbing the 
home of the herons. 
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Caloocan j јеер, 
| trike drivers 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


А RUNNING war between jeepney and tricy- 
cle drivers in Caloocan City over turf left hun- 
dreds of commuters stranded yesterday 
morning after jeepney routes ‘from 
Gasak/Navotas to Recto (Manila) were aban- 
doned by its drivers. 

Tricycle organizations had blocked 
roads used by the jeepneys; in some in- 
stancés, stones were thrown at some of ће 
drivers. * 

With tricycles on 6th Avenue blocking the 
road, the jeepneys instead used the 4th Av- 
enue route, only to be blocked by tricycle 
drivers. 

‘Threatened, many jeepney drivers stopped 
plying their routes. 

Late afternoon, the city police and the city 
Tricycle and Pedicab Regulation Services de- 
partment temporarily resolved the issue, and 
| jeepney drivers went back to their routes. 
| A tricycle organization using the 6th Av- 
enue route said that jeepney drivers used to 
end up only on Sth Avenue. 

But because the local government had re- 
cently tumed 5th Avenue into a one-way 
road, jeepney drivers from Rizal Avenue go- 
ing to C3 Road began using the 6th Avenue 
route. 

‘The jeepneys had been luring passengers 
away from tricycles, 4th Avenue tricycle op- 


fight over turf 


erators and drivers association president 
Ablen Iluminado told the Inquirer. 

This was not the first confrontation be- 
tween the two groups. 

in February, a similar incident happened, 
resulting ina show of force by both groups. 

Gasak/Navotas to Recto jeeps used to pass 
through Samson Road on their way to Monu- 
mento Circle. 

But when the local government eased up 
traffic in Monumento Circle, the jeeps were 
rerouted to СЗ and Sth Avenue: The Land 
‘Transportation Franchising and Regulatory 
Board had approved the reroute, the jeepney 
drivers said. 

The reroute had severely affected the daily 
take of tricycle drivers because commuters 
found it cheaper riding jeepneys passing 
through the tricycle routes, > 

То solve the problem, former Mayor Rey- 
naldo Malonzo devised a route for jeepney 
drivers who would pass through small por- 
tions of the tricycle routes. The arrangement 
appeared to have pacified both parties, until 
yesterday's blockade. 

Ina meeting yesterday with City Hall, пісу. 
cle drivers agreed to use another route allow- 
ing them to pass through small portions of the. 
avenues. Jeepney drivers, on the other hand, 
were told to honor an agreement that they 
would not pick up passengers along tricycle 
routes, 


Masbate mayor, father 


arrested by NBI in Las Piñas. 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE MAYOR of Placer town in Masbate and 
his father were arrested by National Bureau 
of Investigation agents in Las Pihas City yes 
terday on the strength of a warrant issued 
against the pair for a murder case involving 
the death of a school supervisor in their 

Reinario Estonilo, 37, and his father Carlos, 
67, a former Placer mayor, were arrested By 
agents of the NBI's Security Management Di- 
vision (NBI-SMD) in a home on Dollar Lane 
Street, Villanueva Subdivision in Las Piñas 
City early yesterday moming. 

The NBI-SMD learned of the Estonilos’ 
whereabouts from an informant, and had 
placed them under surveillance, said NBI 
Deputy Director Nestor Mantaring. 

Father and son were implicated in the 
killing of Floro Casas, the public schools 
district supervisor of Placer, on April 5, 
2004. 

Casas was shot dead in front of the Celera 
Elementary School in Villa Inocencio, Placer. 

The local police їп the area had conducted 
an investigation and named the Estonilos and 
seven others, as suspects. 

Reinario and Carlos both denied involve- 
ment inthe killing. 


Denial 

Carlos said that Casas had been a very close. 
friend of his, soit would have been impossible. 
for him to kil Casas. 

Reinario said the killing could be politically 
motivated, adding that their enemies could 
have had a hand in linking them to the mur- 
der. 


CARLOS and Reinario Estonillo 


"When won in the elections, that was when 
1 was implicated in the incident,” he added. 

‘The young Estonilo said he was on his way 
to a town fiesta at the time the killing took 
place. 

Carlos, on the other hand, told reporters 
that he and his son came to Metro Manila ear- 
ly this month for the purpose of filing a pe 
tion for review of their case before the justice 
department. 

"The Estonilos said they had wanted to sur- 
render to Philippine National Police chief Di- 
rector General Edgar Aglipay because they 
had read that the police have been told to 
hunt them down. 

Carlos said they were just waiting for their 
lawyer to file the petition before their surren- 
der, but the NBI arrested them yesterday. 


TMG sets recovery target 
of5 stolen vehicles monthly 


By Christian V. Esguerra: 


ALARMED by the rising nurifer of car theft 
cases nationwide, Philippine National Police 
chief Director General Edgar Aglipay yester- 
day raised the bar on the number of stolen ve~ 
hicles the Traffic Management Group was re- 

red to recover. 

АПТМО personnel nationwide now have to 
recover at least five “hot” cars monthly, ac- 
cording 10 Chief Supt. Danilo Mangila, TMG 
director. 

instructions to dismantle at least five ca 

В hef syndicates during the same period were 


also relayed to the men in the field, the direc- 
toradded. 

Aglipay said that failure to comply with the 
new directive could cost a TMG officer his post. 

The PNP chief said the move was aimed at 
tightening up the work of the police traffic 
unit amid the worsening problem of car theft. 
nationwide. 

Mangila said around five vehicles are 
stolen daily all overthe country 

Most of the car thefis happen in Metro 
Manila, with the cities of Quezon, Макай ånd 
Manila remaining the mostdangeróus places 
for car owners, he said. 
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Senador, 
Gonzales 
to Chess 
Olympiad 


TAGAYTAY City—National Master Emmanuel 
Senador and International Master Jayson 
Gonzales picked up 1.5 points in the last сно 
rounds of the National Chess Championship 
yesterday and completed the Philippine team 
for the Chess Olympiad next month in Spain. 

Senador finished second with 12 points be- 
hind eventual winner and early Olympiad 
qualifier NM Darwin Laylo and Gonzales 
clinched third place with 11.5 points thanks 
to a monumental upset 10-year-old Wesley So 
inflicted on veteran IM Chito Garma. 

o, nursing a fever heading into the match 
at the Tagaytay International Convention 
Center here, won in 38 moves of a French De- 
fense and pushed Garma into a three-way tie 
for fourth with 11 points along with IM Petro- 
nio Roca and NM Oliver Barbosa. 

The youngest ever finalist in the event 
sponsored this year by Tagaytay City Mayor 
Abraham “Bambol” Tolentino and the First 
Gentleman Foundation finished with 7 
points, 

“Masaya na po ako sa ipinakita ko rito. 

Kahit hindi ko po nakuha ang target ko na Top 
10 finish, napatunayan ko naman na kaya ko 
лал lumaban sa magagaling nating players 
(Tm happy with my showing. Even ifl did not 
finish in the Top 10, Ive proven myself 
against the good players),” said So, whose 
victims included top seed and reigning Asian 
3.2a Zonal champion IM Ronald Dableo and 
Roca. 
Gonzales, who will be in his first Olympiad, 
beat NM Leonardo Carlos in the final round to 
take а half-point lead over Garma with his 
match against So still ongoing- 

“1 always thought that he is the savior of 
the sport here. Ang hindi ko alam sya rin ang 
magiging savior ko рага makasama sa 
Olympiad (I turned out he is my savior in my 
‘Olympiad bid),” added Gonzales, member of 
the multititlist Philippine Army Chess Team. 

Earlier seeded to the RP team were Grand- 
masters Eugene Torre, Joey Antonio and Marc 
Paragua. 

Laylo, who clinched his second IM norm as 
early as the 15th round, secured the ttle with 
12.5 points after halving the point with 
Senador in 16 moves of an English Opening. 

WEM Sheerie Joy Lomibao secured the title in 
the women's division after drawing with WIM 
Beverly Mendoza in 15 moves of an English 
Opening, WNM Aices Salvador placed second af- 
ter the айп Mary Grace Castro didn't show uj 
Loreshyl Cuizon beat WIM Cristine Rose Mari- 
ano, 15-5, in a two-game rapid playoff for the 
lasst ° Marlon Bernardino, contributor 
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By Jasmine W. Payo 


FOCUS and determination. 

The team that has more of these willend up 
as champion when the Far Eastern Tamaraws 
and the De La Salle Archers clash in a playoff 
for the UAAP varsity basketball title at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

Game 3 of the best-of-three crown show- 
down is at 4 p.m, right after the Adamson La- 
dy Falcons kick off their title defense against 
the Ateneo Lady Eagles in Game 1 of the 
women's Finals at 2 o'clock. 

FEU’ Arwind Santos and La Salles Мас 


FOR ONLY 1New York Pi 


P67 texcept New York Bolly Buster Pizza- 


SAVE UP TO 
P291 


4 NESTEA Iced Tea (6 oz) 


FOR ONLY 1 tarve Thin crust Pizza, 
P59 (except Belly Buster) 


A NESTEA Iced Tea (8 o) 


P162 


FOR ONLY 1taroe Super Pan Pizza 
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1Chick N Chips Quartet Pack 


1Chick‘N Chins Quartet Pack 
2 Spaghetti with Garlic Bread 


1Chick'N Chips Quartet Pack 
SAVE UP TO 2 Spaghetti with Garlic Bread 


[e "a 
| АСВ TODAY (Araneta Geum) 
2pm—Adamsonvs Ateneo 
(Women's-Game 1 Finals) 
4p m.—FEU vs La Sale (Srs-Game 3 Finals) 


Cardona will help decide the encounter. 

Santos, the season's Most Valuable Player, 
vowed to lead the Tamaraws to their second 
straight title toda 

“Til give everything, even if 1 don't score, as 
long as I can help the team. We have a cham- 
pionship to def end," said the foot for- 
ward. 


——1 
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ing on stock availability, 
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FLAXELARI МА! 


UAAP showdown up 


But Cardona is just as intent in giving the 
crown back to the Archers. 

"We can still bounce back. Im confident 
with my teammates and my coach. The pres- 
sure is now on FEU because they know fes 
hard to beat La Salle twice,” said the senior 
swingman, who lost the MVP to Santos but 
easily made it to the Mythical Five. 

Just like their main men, FEU mentor Koy 
Banal and La Salle coach Franz Pumaren are 
similarly pumped up. 

“Everything that we have worked hard for 
will come out in this game. I think the team 
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6 О SPORTS... werner 
RP Women play today 


THE PHILIPPINE women’s soccer team kicks off its bid in the Asean Foot- 
ball Federation (AFF) Women's Championship today at the Thanh Long 
Stadium in Ho Chi Minh City Vietnam. 

"The Filipinas, reinforced by two US-based booters, debut against Jn- 
donesia in the З pm. opener. US-based Karem Esteva and Friday Ca- 
падала, together with Karen Cacho, Marielle Benitez and Clarisse Lazaro, 
will power the Nationals against the Indons. 

“The RP ladies have been grouped with Indonesia, Singapore and host 
‘Vietnam. The Philippines drew 1-1 with the Indons last December in the 
Southeast Asian Games in Vietnam. Philippine Football Federation (PFF) 
president Johnny Romualdez believes the team, coached by Marlon Маго, 
can put up a worthy performance. 


Camel series resumes 


THE 2004 Camel Supercross Championship Series resumes its island-hop- 
ping sorties with the staging of the second leg in Bacolod City on Oct. 10. 

Venue of the event, which is being held as part of the annual “Masskara” 
Festival, is the Gaisano Shopping Mall along Araneta Ave. Camel brand 
marketing manager Edward Cruz said the Bacolod leg of the three part su- 
percross series is expected tobe as successful as the kickoff leg in Roxas City 
last Sept.19. 

National Motorcycle Sports and Safety Association (NAMSSA) president 
Ken Falco recalled that the last official Camel supercross race in Bacolod 
‘City was held April 18,1998 with Glenn Aguilar sweeping both races in the 
Pro open category and Erie Leongson dominating the pro 125 dass. For in- 
quires, сай 0917-8992363. 


Barte in Enervon final 4 


LOCALS Nico Riego De Dios and Ralph Kevin Barte stunned seeded zi- 
vals yesterday to reach the boys’ singles semifinals in the 2004 Ener- 
n al en menant ۸ ТОНИ ако renee ere rumoro von Tablet Futures Foundation International Juniors Tennis Champi- 
public documents were “tam- law" headded. onships at the Ynares Socio-Cultural Sports Center in Pasig City. 


‘Gonzalez on Tuesday said that M: RP 1 Riego De Dios of Olongapo City ousted No. 8 Taiwanese Chien Chang 
Fey Mees Manotoc, SES LAG ъало seed Cang Haten, another Ta- 
sue, on the premise that we find ship of the eight basketball players напеве who scored a 6-1, 2-6, 6-1 victory over sixth seed Filipino Miguel 
that the mentioned РВА players are in 10 days time.. TOMMY Manotoc shot a second- his 143 total counting his open- Narvaez. 

indeed Форш Filipino Americans, — Besides Talk N Texts Asi Taula- round four-under-par 68 yester- ing round 75. The seventh eeeded Barte, the youngest player in the Final Four at 15, 
And Inchee in year investigation Va, the other players whose citizen- day to anchor the Philippines to The Philippines has a 598 total survived fourth seed Taiwanese Шеп Chia Chu, 7-6 (3), $3, to advance 
any official of the PBA or officials, ship were being investigated were a three-shot lead over favored after Iggy Clavecilla scored a 71, against ITF Juniors No. 174 and top seed Martin Sayer of Hong Kong, a 6- 
owners, managers of the teams Rudy Hatfield of Coca-Cola, Andy Australia in the Asia-Pacific Am- Bing Bunyi a 72 and Caloy 1,60 winner over Taiwanese qualifier Peng Hsieh Yin- 

where these players play,” Gonzalez Seigle now with Barangay Ginebra ateur senior team championship Coscoluella a 77. In the girls singles, top seed Korean Chin Seul-ki outclassed Japanese 
said. from Purefoods, Red Bull Barakos at the Raffles Country Club in Richie Garcia's 79 did not qualifier Aki Yamasoto, 6-0, 6-2, to forge a semifinal showdown with third 
He also ordered Parasto include Davon Harp and Mick Penni, Singapore. = count in the six-to-play,four-to- Seed Flipino German Vanessa Anja Peter, a 64, 6-1 winner over Japanese 
“any other person or persons who Ginebra's Alex Crisano, Jonathan The SS-year-old mainstay of count format. Francis Gaston, the Matsumi Yokota, 

faced ‘or conspired in the Ordonio now with Red Bull from Canlubang in the PAL Interclub sixth member of the team, failed In other matches, fifth seed Japanese Ayumi Okuma downed Korean 
preparation and submission ofspu. Alaska and Dorian Peña of San also led the individual race by a to make the trip because ofan in. Han Атеш 63, 6 2, to advance against Korean Jeong Yoon Young, who 
"ous evidence of citizenship of Miguel Beer. stroke over Rodney Barltrop with jury. Musong К. Castillo Scored a 6-0, 6-2 victory over Vietnamese Nguyen Thuy Dung. 


I will not waste my time—Bondad Rizal HS, JASMS prevail 


officials 
on Fil-fors 


By Philip C. Tubeza. players to enable them to play in 


JUSTICE Secretary Raul "It is obvious that public docu- 
Gonzalez yesterday ог. ments were tampered with and/or 
dered the investigation of fied, which wil coetus База 
Philippine Basketball Asso- 
ciation (PBA) officials, who - li Eala said 
might have helped eight Fil- te lengue wees he lei 
foreign cagers now facing ion. : 
deportation for faking their “I think the PBA has always been. 
citizenship papers. transparent with the goverment 
Tnamemorandum issued yester- and we will cooperate with them in. 
day, Gonzalez ordered Chief State any way to speed up the investiga- 
Counsel Ricardo Paras to investi- tion,” said Eala. А 
gate the PBA officials and other per- "Were willing to undergo what is 
‘sons involved in the alleged scam, legally necessary and we will follow 


[RIZAL High School, JASMS and St. Francis beat their respective rivals 
in the inaugural Greenwich Giris invitational Volleyball Tournament 
By Musong R. Castillo rational competition representing Dinah Briones, the aunt. of. thing because she is upset” recently at the Rizal High School Gym in Pasig City. 
Australia because the people here Frances who is facilitating her ät- Тһе NGAP dropped Bondad. Fri- The Rizal spikers beat St. Pauls Pasig, 25-15, 25-14, and then retumejl a 

“1 WILL not waste my time going love me,” Bondad told the inqusen rival, informed the Ingumen she was day and scheduled a playoff-he- day later to whip International Christian School, 25-11, 25-22. 
there anymore.” ina call from Sydney “Iwill defend assured by Femandez and NGAP di- tween alternates CarmeleteVilaro- Greenwich officials led by general manager Gina Navarrete graced 

Philippine Ladies Amateurcham- the Philippine Ladies Amateur tile recor Danny Pizzarothattheywere man and Lora Robeno to fll up her the opening ceremonies. Lulu de Castro, Luis Velasco, Perpy Dorego, 
pion Frances Bondad declared this (next year) as an Australian.” exhausting all means to bring siot. Shewasinformed ofherouster, Michelle Pador, Grace Sasis and Rowena Uson. Tani Gonzales, project 
yesterday as the young Australia Тһе withdrawal by the 16-year- Frances over, which the NGAP later denied, be- ` chair, Freddie Infante and Buddy Nogoy represented Omni Sports. 
esed shotmaker officially gave up old came a few hours before Nation- "We still hope to do something fore she was supposed to board a — In the day's most exciting match, JASMS repulsed Poveda, 24-26, 
her slottothe Philippine team tothe al Golf Association of the Philippines about it because we can tell Frances PAL fight to Manila. 25-6, 25-21. St. Francis-Manila also sweated it out before subduing 
World Amateur championships slat- secretary general Luisito Femandez what to do,” said Dinah over the _ Noel Bondad, Frances father is ICS 21-25, 25-14, 25-21. 
ed next month in Puerto Rico. announced last-minute effons by phone in Filipino. “What she said actualy still interested in letting her 


BT au с чү Akiko resource speaker ' 
Canlubang aces ahead шыш Te 


impart to her young âu- 
Gilian Akika Thomson dience the secrets of 
3 wil be the resource her success by sharing 
LIPA, Batangas—Ronnie Tor. the top plum into an all-Canlubang speaker in today’s Lead- л 
recampo and Boyet Zaragosa both show Their similar 145 aggregates ership Forum at the glorious swimming ёа 
had eagles in their contrasting atthe windswept course gave them BICAT Hostel of the Ca- Teer, capped by her par- 
rounds of one-under-par 71 and athreestrokelead overLaput. marines Sur Polytechnic проп in the 
even-par 72, respectively, Tuesday Laput, whose two-under 70 was Colleges in Naga City. Barcelona and Atlanta 
that put them jointly on top after the best score for Round lonMon- " sc from 10 am to THOMSON Olympic Games. 
the second round of the Samsung day just had a birdie on the 16h 12 noon, the event i ‘Akiko, holder of BS 
‘Amateur Tour eliminations at the against seven bogeys for a 78 that 


= the 11th leg of the Leadership Fo- degree from the University of Cali- 
Ме. Malarayat Golf and Country pulled him downto 148. Tum organized under the Globe fomiain Berkeley and an MBA from 


ders pot кэ ma kI Clubin Lipa, Batangas. Jun Bemis, the reigning Philip- Come choai Inn Campus Touras De La Salle University, was also the 
E eee ee Er لوو تلم ساس‎ 
‘Torrecampo tumed the battle for 149aftera74. their role in national building. Forum in ligan City recently. 


Murakami stays on top | Asian МТВ set Oct. 7 


‘THE 10th Asian MTB championships, featuring cream of the сто; 
им Mani sage a he round ur e omet. de wit be saged in taen Pines rm 00.710 x 
ee | оние аяа масаи огно 
ч field ун for the annual МТВ championships conducted by the Айа 
remain оп top halfway though the No, 10 then setded for a 3935 | беу Бе атша the continental ar of the Union Oct № 
Ard Riviera Amateur golf champi- card for a S6-hole aggregate of £ Я 
— "bs teratonale the world goveming body for cycling, and organized by 
eng о. РИА РЫСусй, the national eying association headed by Bert Lina, and 
er re a ЛЫ ОВ 
кетү Ms fag. om ten rare net ang 
Murakamis хіліла 68in 142. iy! 5 keine 
жй == Filipino international commissaire Oscar “Boying” Rodriguez Jt: of 
i Danao Ciy has inspected the cross-country and downhill courses of 
the championships which is supported by АХЛ, Tour Pilipinas Inc; 
the Philippine Spons Commission, Kontrol, Cargohaus, Dos, © 


konek, Mail and More and Agua de Laguna. D 
er | 
a new ally ina ш is d 
FRUITELLA cream LOuLYPOP ind a new al : 
pu T men had UAAP showdown. . . سس‎ 
LET pec. 11ih and Doc. 12mh. mesman, determined ing of that is more focused and sharp team Ithinktshowed that when 
‘This contest is "e _ togive something back will win this game," said Banalaf- you plant something good, you'll 
"M5" ovit participating schools. and change the lives of TE ter the Tamaan leveled he st- veapsomething good.” 
the winners forever AREVALO ili ries with a masterful 67-57 win in _ While the Tamaraws appear to 
Antonio Arevalo has Game 2 last Sunday. have the momentum, Pumaren re- 
promised to bankroll the tourna- in his 3 "That was an emotional game mains certain of his team’s tenacity. 
ment when he celebrates his SOth for us,” recalled Banal. “Our “Tm still confident that we can 
birthday next year, giving the future. ir ic backs were against the wallandit rise to the occasion,” said 
champions the break to make a liv- showed the character of this Pumaren, Я | 
J ET t Calata: = 
‘THE SHORT but challenging Ca- temational tournaments sched. girls. Communications. + 
latagan Golf Club course in uled in Malaysia, Thailand and The country's top jungolfers, Calaragan general manager 


Batangas will host the nextschool Singapore in the next three including reigning Junior World Tommy Manotoc has provi 
e months. М 


CAME VENUES: {All games starta at 8:00 am) | season leg of the Samsung Jun- 7-8 years champ JR Gonzales, the use ofthe course free to thè 
a не Ше” "= =ч To be disputed are the titles in Pepsi Little champion AR Ramos _ participants and special rates 
ical High School Decembar 14 8 42 +t about 70 Jungolfers have Class A (15-17 years), Class В and the Superal siblings Wolen, for an overnight stay 


signed up for the 36-hole tourney (13-14), Class C (11-12), Class D Crystal Faith and Princess are ex- — Interested parties may call the 
‘which will also serve as the start (9-10),Class E (7-8) and Class F ресей to lead the entries for the Junior Golf Foundation of ће 
ofa qualifying series for three in- (6 years and under) for boys and event also supported by Smart Philippines at 893-95-99. 
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New PBA 


` ' By June Navarro. twoconference, October-June schedule, the Olympics. 
б after dumping the traditional three-con- Talk ‘N Text and San Miguel Beer will 
"THE PHILIPPINE Basketball As- ference calendar from February to De- launch the AFC when they bain the 
„sociation opens its 30th зеаѕоп © , pan. opener after an extravagant open- 
this Sundayat the Araneta Col- ^ Promised, theleaguewil holdout- ing ceremony atthe Big Dome. 
iseum with officials looking oftown games in 20 cities in the Gran The Beermen and the Phone Pals will 
Р d te а Matador One Philippines Cup alone. also be the first to use the new ball—the 
forward to a new and memo- “We want to visit missionary areas 'Fiba-aj ‘Molten GL7—which 


rable chapter in its status as 
Asia’s first play-for-pay league. 
“Thirty years is a long journey to keep 
the tradition going but it is also a time 
when things must suddenly change for 
~'the league to adapt with the present 
times,” said PBA Commissioner Noli 
Eala yesterday. 
* The PBA will test its new format, а 


1EXPECT La Salle to win today. But if Far 
"Eastern University prevails, I won't be 
surprised. 

Such is the situation in today’s Game 3 of 
the bestofthree UAAP Finals that only a 
fool will say one team has the clear edge 

_,over the other 
7. Inano-more tomorrow clash, everything 
evens up. 

Statistics? They matter not anymore. 

‚__ One has a deeper bench over the other? 
Baloney 

17 Maybe, if you tell me coach Franz 
‘Pumaren of La Salle has more experience 
-than Koy Banal of Far Easter University, 1 
might agree. 

‘But will experience be the final gauge in 
today’s expected dassic dash? 

.. Pumaren has four UAAP titles to Banal’s 
one, 

с. Pumaren was in sit of the last seven 

^ UMP Finals. 

,,. Banal was in two of the last three UAAP 
"Finals, including this year. Banal won the 


where the PBA has never been to. We 
hope to share the excitement of the PBA 
to the people,” said PBA Chair Buddy 
Encamado. 

More importantly, the toumament 
wil be part of a long drawn process to 
select national team players for the АВС 
championships, the qualifying touma- 


was 


approved С 
makes its basketball debut in the РВА. 
The ball is supposed to hit the market 
and other intemational arenas next 


year 
‘American Idol finalist Jasmine Trias 
то sand as the muse of 

Talk N Теп, but begged off at the last 
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ready to fly | NGFP gets nod as voting member 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Olympic Committee gen- 
eral assembly yesterday unanimously 
pushed for the regular membership of the 
National Chess Federation of the Philip- 
pines, giving Jose "Peping" Cojuangco an- 
other vote in his bid for the POC presiden- 


3 
No one objected to the resolution pro: 
posed by Cojuangco himself and seconded 


ly after incumbent POC head Celso Dayrit 
left the four-hour meeting to attend the 
2005 Southeast Asian Games briefing with 
President Arroyo in Malacanang. 


‘ment for the World Championships and 


crown last year, beating his elder brother, 
‚Joel, ina stunning upset that dethroned the 
‘Ateneo Blue Eagles. 

Ir didnt surprise me one bit when La 
Salle spanked FEU in Game 1, 58-51. La 
Salles running game, backed up by  suffo- 
cating defense, was a carryover from the 
‘Archers tactical maneuver that ousted the 
Eagles in the Final Four encounters. 

But when the Tamaraws got back at the 
‘Archers in Game 2 in rip-roaring fashion, 
67°57, 1 said, hey, whats happening here? 
How come FEU was able to give La Salle its 
‘own dose of medicine: Kill the enemy with 
the same blitzkrieg that the Archers em- 
ployed in succession against the Eagles and 
Tamaraws? 


With that win on Sunday, I had to raise a 
glass to Koy Banal. He, sure, knows how to 
devise a counter-attack a a General Patton. 
Tm beginning to think that, yes, the champi- 
onship could be now deduced toa coaching. 
clash: The better coach will win it. 

‘Well, lets take a look at the players in 


minute due to a change of schedule in 
her Singapore commitment. 


tis 


Coaching clash 


SPECTATOR MN 
à و‎ "i 
Al S. Mendoza 4 


their ist two games. 

MacMac Cardona, despite losing the 
MVP crown a second time, didnt sulk and 
‘went on to score a game-high 18 points in 
Game 2 on Sunday in a big followup to his 
15 points in Game 1 

But while Cardona, edged out for the 
MVP honors by FEUS Arwind Santos, was 
super hot in Game 2, his 11 teammates 
fielded in were terribly cold as Siberian 
‘wind in winter. Cardona was the only dou- 
ble digit performer in Game 2, a far ay from 
the Game 1 results where his teammates 
‘Arana and Yeo had scored 16 and 10, re- 
spectively. Arana was limited to only 4 


| 
| 
| ‘by sepak takraw’s Mario Tanchangco short- 
| 
| 


But POC chair Robert Aventajado said 


points in Game 2 and Yeo managed only 8. 

In contrast, FEU had three or more play- 
cers scoring in double figures in both Games 
1and 2. Santos had 14, and Rizada and Mi- 
randa had 10 apiece in Game 1. In Game 2, 
Rizada had 13, Chan 11, and Santos and 
Miranda 10 each. 

In short, while La Salle leaned mostly on 
Cardona for the big points, FEU was dishing 
out a wellbalance assault from its gunners 
in both contests, That means FEU is more 
consistent with ts firepower than La Salle. 

What surprised me was the complete re- 
versal of roles happening in Game 2. 

In Game 1, La Salle prevailed by captur- 
ing the first three quarter-24-10, 39-26, 53- 
36. La Salle coasted along in the fourth 
Quarter, scoring only 5 to FEU’ 13 forthe fi- 
nal 58-51 count. 

In Game 2, it was а complete ieverse. 
FEU even played better, winning all four 
quarters 18-14, 42:32, 5048, 67-57. The 
Tamaraws even poured on the heat in 
the final quarter, 17 points to La 


thie move had the approval of POC legal 
counsel Toto Africa, a former official of the 
fencing association headed by Dayrit. 

The NCFP is now headed by Go Teng 
Kok, also the president of the Philippine | 
Amateur Track and Field Association, who | 
is a known supporter of Cojuangco, the 
president of the equestrian federation. 

The resolution is aimed at urging the | 
POC executive council to reconsider its de- | 

| 


cision to bestow regular membership to the 
NCFR The only stumbling block for the as- 
sociation, according to Aventajado, is the 
“definition of the word regular” in the 
POC charter. 

Only the regular members ofthe POC get 
tovote inthe elections set in November. 


Salle’s 10. 

noticed that in both games, La Salle had 
the tendency to slow down—conk out?—in 
the inal quarter: Just 5 in Game 1 and 10in 
Game 2. Thus, fla Salle hopestopocketits : 
fifth UAAP crown in the last eight years, it 
must have a real finishing kick in the mold 
ofa thoroughbred gunning not only for the 
Kentucky Derby but also the Preakness and 
Belmont Stakes. 

Otherwise, FEU will repeat its Game 2 
brilliance and wil just walk away with is 
second straight UAAP crown minutes after 
sundown today 
FASTBREAK I commiserate with my home- 
tom buddy Julian Е Apostol, who lost 300 
nans of rice during the recent typhoon 
triggered floods that struck Pangasinan 
Many more among mytownmates were vic- 
tims ofthe calamity some of them losing an 
entire harvest financed by—yes, they still 
gt oem hats Piy ош farmer, in 
deed. 
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KEeK-OFF PARTE 


Oct. 1, Friday, 12 nn onwards 
б Metrowalk, Meralco Ave., Pasig 
Exciting performances by: Francis M., True Faith, Jay-R, 6 Cycle Mind & Bamboo. 


- Managing environmental 


risks in bank lending 

A CONFERENCE to discuss the managing of envi- 
ronmental risks involved In bank ending willbe 
held on Oct 21, atthe Dusit Hotel in Makati Cy. 
‘The conference cum seminar-workshop entited, 
“Greening the Financial Sector” wil be held under 
the Joint auspices of he Asia-Pacific Roundtable 
Tor Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(RPRSCP), tho Association of Development Fi- 
Pancing Institutions in Asia and the Pacific (ADFI- 
АР), the United Nations Environmental Pro- 
gramme (UNEP), the International Finance Cor- 
oration (IFC). the Chamber of Thrift Banks (CTB) 
Bnd the Bank Marketing Assocation of the Philip- 
pines (BMAP), Topics include environmental due 
diligence and management in lending, environ- 
mental criteria for asset management, enviror 
mental performance indicators, and other related 
Subjects. Conference lee is P2,500 which in- 
tudes conference materials, snacks and lunch at 
the Dusit Hotel. For inquiries and reservations, 
contact Sandy Lim of ADFIAP at 844-2424 and 
844-9090 ог Mitzi Busmente at 920-0074. 


„: Serendra open house 
MORE choices for disceming homebuyers are kely 
to set Serendra sales on the upswing again as it 

j; ‘launches its new sections on Oct. 2and 3 ata grand 
two-day Open House at he Serendra Paviion, 26th 

‚ Stet Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Mani 
Serendra, Ayala Land Inc (ALI) unique residential 
community comprised of clusters of low to mid-rise 
Condominium sections, opens its newest phase п 

«. istrict 1 boasting of bigger units to cater to grow- 

77 ing families while allowing them to enjoy its beauti- 
{ul gardens, with over 85 percent of the units having 
viens of the sprawling greenery. Serendra is the 
newest residential development of Ayala Land Inc 
(ALI and Community Innovation Inc (CI atthe 
Bonifacio Global Cty. For inquiries, call 848-500 or 
ета! serendra@ayalaland com ph 


Circulan Banigs promo 
CIRCULAN 4-in-1 Dietary Herbal Supplement to- 
gether with Magandang Umaga Bayan, wi 


‚+ „launch a rewarding nationwide campaign for hs 


loyal patrons. Consumers are encouraged to keep 
and collect thelr Circulan blister packs or “banig” 
and walt for the formal announcement of tha 
"Complete promo details over MUB on Oct. 1 


Panaf’s diploma program 
THE PHILIPPINE Association ot National Advertisers 
Foundation (Panaf) обет the Post Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program in Marketing Communications 
Management in partnership wäh De La Sale - Col- 
lege f St Benide (015-58) The certificate courses 
are: Market Research and Planning, Sept 1810 Oct. 
23 Brand Etui Nov. to Dec. 11; PR and Advoca- 
су Marteting Jan. 23 to March 5, 2005; Customer 
Relationship and Marketing, March 19 to Apri 23, 
2005; Dynamics of Marketing Services, May to 
June 11. 2005; Integrated Marketing Communica- 
tions, (participants must take 3 other courses before 
taling this course) June 25 to July 30; Course fee is 
8.500 for Pana members amd P9 00 for non= 


- members. The courses are held every Saturday from 


123019 230 p.m. at the Intemational Conference. 
Center of DLS-CSB, Taft Avenue, Manila. For in- 
uires contact Me-Ann at (02)523-8888 loc. 341 or. 
Lani Vinas at (02)894-0475, 894-0012. 


‘Dream Cruise Raffle’ 
ALABANG Hils Vilage is holding a "Dream Cruise 
Raffle” tor its community and beautification pro- 
jects with spectacular prizes at stake. The grand 
prize is a round trip airfare ticket for 210 Singapore 
before you board tha Star Cruise luxury ship “Vir 
go" fora4-dyllincusive “Star Cruises" holiday. 
The 2nd prize is а DN package holiday for two 
persons to the enchanted island paradise of Bali 
Inclusive ot arare and accommodations. 3d prize 
isa tip to EI Nido resortin Palawan, also fortwo 
persons inclusive ol airfare and accommodations 
There wil be a total of ten big prizes raffled to al 
лежа holders on the awards night, Nov & at the 
clubhouse. The tikes are priced at P1.000 each 
and one can avali ofa 10 percent discount it paid 
Tor by Sept. 30. Al ticket holders wil also be given 
{tee booth space at the Oct 16 “Tiangge-Salu-Salo 
sa Par re Christmas bazaar. For reservations 
call the Ahva clubhouse at 850-8254 


‘Build an Amazing Future’ 
SUN Lite Financial Pians Inc in cooperation with 
Neste Phis offer the “Bud an Amazing Future” raf- 
fie promo. By purchasing specially marked Nestle 
product rom any Rustan's Supermarket, shoppers 
have the chance to win fabulous prizes for their chll- 
Фп. The grand prize is a Sun Life Education Plan 
with total education benefits amounting to close to 
û millon pesos. First prize is another Sun Life Edu- 
Cation plan with benefits of nearly һай a milion pe- 


2 People, Eventsc? Products 


зов. Other prizes include: person- 
al computers, VTEC educa- 
tional toys and gift cheques 
from Rustan's Super- 
market. Promo runs 
unt Oct. 15. 


BPI-Western 


appliance exhibit 
VISIT BPI-Western appliance ex- 
hibit at entertainment center, basement level, Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Mall Experience the real zero- 
interest installment plan from 3 to 12 months. 
Choose rom their widest selection of the latestin 
electronics and household appliance avaliable at 
the most comfortable terms. Until Oct. 5 only. 


‘Mano Po, Ica’: Homecoming 
"MANO Po, ICA", a grand siver jubilee celebration 
ofthe Immaculate Concepcion Academy (Green- 
fils) class 79 will be heid on Nov. 20. Come in 
your best casual chic outfit and get the chance to 
фе chosen Homecoming Queen. Win exciting raffle 
prizes including P200,000 cash and a Singa- 
pore/Cebu trip package plus many more. Tickets 
re priced at P500 and will be available at he ICA 
Alumnae Office starting Oct. 1. Cali tel. no. 721- 
2687 and look for Joy or Ria. Registration starts at 
3 p.m. Venue wil be the Dela Teirauit Aerts and 
Sports Center at ea гоол. Proceeds from the 
affa wil benefit the ICA Scholarship Fund. 


GTF presents Pepe en Pilar 
GTF in cooperation with the National Parks Develop- 
ment Commitee (NPDC) lakes a peek in the pastel 
Colored world as seen by kids, as it presents Pepe 
en Plar, a magical adventure ot these small won- 
ders set in an abandoned grape Prformanoes are 
slated on Oct. 1103, Nov. 191021, 10am 102 
pm. Saint Ceci Най of the Saint Scholastica 
Cotege; Oct 8 to 10, 102m. to 2 pm. AFP Theater, 
Quezon Слу For tickets and sponsorships, call 899- 
5745 and 696-2503, he GTF Marketing Office. 


Marikina Foods joins expo 
MARIKINA Foods. joins the Bh Culinary Kitchen 
and Food Expo atthe Glorietta Activity Canter 
from Oct. 1 to 4. Their booths a £21 and #22 of- 
fer froe tasting and retailing at factory prices, and 
‘wil launch its latest product - Takami Special Bi- 
hon. For more Information on the food expo, call 
Phitair at 426-8018 and 454-8292. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Asuncions ji 


in RLC badminton tilt 


SIBLINGS Kennevie and Kennie Asuncion highlight the Partners Cup 2004, 
the badminton tournament of the Robinsons Land Corporation. The two will 
play an exhibition match along with Puri Setyo, Indonesia's former national 
player. The RLC tilt was organized to bolster sports development and pro- 
‘mote the health and fitness of the business partners of Robinsons Land 
Corporation (RLC). At least 250 participants and guests comprising offi- 
cials, contractors and suppliers of RLC are expected to participate in the 
friend one-day tournament to be held at the Asuncion Badminton Genter, 
located along P. Guevarra Street near Wilson Street, San Juan, on Oct. 2, 
Saturday. Sports broadcast journalist Anthony Suntay will be the special 
master of ceremonies at the closing and awarding ceremonies. 


Migba sets rich P3M derby 

THE 2004 Mindanao Gamefow Breeders Association (Migba) P3-milion7- 
Stag derby kicks off today at the Davao Matina Galera as the first 80 entries 
e for the championship set on Oct. 9. The event continuos with the second 
day ol the four separate elimination scuf оп Oct. 2 also at Davao Matina 
allera. Action shifts to the Casino Filipino Davao with the third and fourth 
stages of the qualifying rounds on Oct. 4 & € respectively. АП entries gat- 
Pering a top score of to points lock horns on Oct. 8 at the Galler for the 4- 
Stag insurance round while all participants with 2.5 and 3 points clash for 
the championship. Entry entry fee is P16,000. 


RP cyclists stamp mark in Indonesia 

THE RP-Pagcor Casino Filipino Trade Team made more inroads in the Dji 
Sam Seo Tour of indonesia cycling classle in the second stage fram Band- 
tang to Tasikmalaya on Tuesday. Lloyd Reynante finished third with a three 
man second pack, covering the rolling 119.6-klometer run in three hours 
3nd 12 seconds flat to highlight a fruitful day for the Filipino riders. He was 
roa behing Afghan stage ehamplon Yevkenly Yakovlev (2:57.08) ofthe 
Poligon Sweet Nice Pro Team and Dutchman Edmund Hollands ofthe Giant 
Asia Racing Team, who crossed the finish line in a dead heat with Reynante. 
Checking in with the huge 40-man third group were Albert Primero, Rhyan 
Tanguiig and Bernard Luzon. 


CHEERING 
CHAMPIONS 
The University of 
Santo Tomas 
Salinggawi Dance 
Troupe, which won 
the cheerdance 
competition ofthe. 
67th UAAP season, 
visits the LA Gear 
boutique in Market 
Marketat The Fort. 
LA Gear isthe official 
sponsor ofthe three- 
peat champions for 
two years пом, 


Are" THURSDAY, 
jc SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 


AND: „MIND: BLOWING SUSPENSE’ DAY ! 


"2 Thumbs Up!" - Ebert & Roeper nm 


Coseteng 
keeps lead 


HAVOLINE Racing Team's Jody Coseteng kept 
his cool and the lead despite an accident- 
marred 10th round of the Philippine National 
‘Touring Car Championships at the Batangas 
Racing Circuit in Rosario, Batangas, recently, 

Cossteng was in firm control of Round 10 
when his Honda Civic was bumped from behind 
by Enzo Pastor, 

The Formula 1 aspirant took advantage and 
seized the lend from the four-time Driver of the 
‘Year, whose car was then up in smoke. Pastor won. 
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‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 


MOST of the guests at my birthday bash 
were surprised to see China Cojuangco- 
amive with Wowie de Guzman. It 
prompted curious minds to ask if there's 
something going on between them. 

АП China had to say to all the pa- 
parazzi around was, "No comment" 
She's got too much class tobe affected by 
the ribbing. She and Wowie obviously 
‘enjoy each others company and thats 
mand ' 

The last time I saw Wowie was during 
his stint with the Universal Motion 
Dancers. 'm glad he's back in the groove 
now after his love team with Judy Ann 
Santos lost its steam. He told me that a 
new batch of UMD will be launched 
soon. Lasked him why he was with China 
that night. He smiled and said, "She said 
it was OK for me to go with her. We're do- 
ing a stage play together.” 

‘But due to conflict of schedule, Wowie 
will no longer be with China in the play 


“Pepe en Pilar” where China plays the 
roid of a poot Ite M 


rich girl named Sh- 
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: ENTERTAINMENT: 


China and Wowie together 


change, I won't be singing most of my 
original compositions in the Music Muse- 
um show but songs that have touched my 
heart in one way or another” 

Ogie is truly a songwriter and singer 
non pareil. But for me, he isa true friend 
first and foremost. 


‘Jr Newswatch’ 

ISTARTED my TV career as a newscaster 
оп RPN-9's “Newswatch Junior Edition” 
when I was still in grade school. I owe a 
lotto that show. That's why I'm delighted 
that RPN-9 is reviving Junior 
Newswatch" this October. 

‘The initial telecast will feature our 
batch of newscasters including Rina 
Reyes, Andre Castillo (of The Compa- 
ny), Janice de Belen, Michael Uyteng- 
su (the former Alaska Boy), Jobert 
Abueva and many others. 

“Newswatch Junior Edition” is the 
best way to orient young formative 
minds with what's happening all over the 


РоцуМоор 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


globe. They will also be spared from the 
‘controversial presentation of most of our 
Tocal news programs. The headlines will 
be delivered by kids, too. Its time our 
kids watch something worthwhile in- 
stead of just watching MTV and being 
glued to their cell phones and comput- 
eis. 


Jasmine's coming 
"AMERICAN Idol” sensation 
Jasmine Trias is finally coming 
home next week. For sure she 
will geta heroine's welcome. 


егу. “I end up mak- 
ing friends with kids 
from different social 


NOW SHOWING 


classes,” China said 
of er role. 

People who don't 
know China that well 
would easily con- 
clude that her role is 
almost true-to-life. 
But her close friends 
know that she's no 
material girl whos 
out of touch with re- 
ality. 

Туе leamed how 
to live a simple life 
and actually enjoy 
it" she said. “it 
doesn't take millions 
to find real friends 
and appreciate life.” 

She just happens 
to be bom rich al- 
though even without 
all the material tra- 
ppings, she's truly a 
beautiful person in- 
side out. 

Catch China the 
natural stage actress 
in Gantimpala The- 
ater Foundation's 
“Pepe en Pilar” 
showing today, Sept. 
30,at 2 p.m., Oct 2at 
12 moon at St. 
Scholastica's College, 
and Oct. 8 and 9 at 
AFP Theater 

Will Wowie be 
around to give China. 
a standing ovation? 
See for yourself 
folks 


Ogie's stall 

OGIE Alcasid is ec 
static about the sue- 
cess of his new busi- 
mes venture, the 
Ogie Боде hotdog 
stall at Market! Mar- 


з > mS. 


Eh 
ШЗ ШШЕ л EE ИП ЕЕ ПП ЖИП (ПШ И 
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SOUNDTRACK INCLUDES THE HT SINGLE "ECRAOROBURI. FROM Ц RAR. 
PLUS NEW SONGS FROM ПИЙ ШАЛА, ВЕ НА PAT, ЖА ARLS, FEFE BEN AND MANY MORE 


HAE, 
wý 


Theard that she will be staying only for 
a couple of days to promote McDonald's, 
Her Bench and Smart. With all the clam- 
or for her, I wonder how she would be 
able to not get enticed to extend her stay 
inthe Philippines. 

T got a copy of a CD of her McDo 
theme, “Love Ko To,” composed by Jim- 
my Antiporda, when 1 attended the Mc- 
Donald's Owners and Operators "One 
Night Only" affair with the youngest 
franchisee, Allan Ranola. No doubt the 
McDo jingle as sung by Jasmine will sell 
more burgers. 


Maegan and Flower Child 
CATCH sultry Maegan Aguilar and her 


ket at the Global 
City in Taguig. When 
he has time, Ogie 
personally attends to 
customers and even 
cooks the hotdogs 
himself, 

"1 enjoy mingting 
with the crowd," he 
said. "d like to be- 
lieve that when- it 
comes to hotdogs, we 
are the gourmet! We 
add atwist to thereg- 
ular hotdogs.” 

‘Aside from his hot- 
dog biz, Ogie is 
preparing for his Mu- 
Sic Museum concert 
in October. 

“Its called Тата 
Singer to remind 
people that singing is 
my first love” he 
said. "Ies also fulfill 
ingto bea songwriter 
and Tm happy that 
my compositions 
have been sung by 
great artists. For a 


time? PG-13 


> all you need is a little love 


WIMBLEDON 


„ The new romantic comedy from 
the makers of NOTTING HILL 


n 


cool band Flower Child tonight at Ponti- 
cello on Valero Street in Makati, Oct. 16 
at Bloo Gom Café at Rivercity Arcade in 
Marikina Heights, and Oct. 15 at Red 
Door Pasig. 


Thankyou 
 KAMSAHAMNEDA to all my mom's "loy- 
alists” and friends who joined our family 
in remembering my "SuperwoMom* 
during her “first birthday in heaven” last 
Sept. 26, Truly there is love even after 
death. 
‘Wherever we are, Mom is there also, 
For feedback, email 
or 


{friends_elpueblo@yahoo.com 
dollyanne@truefaithband.com 


KIRSTEN 
DUNST 


PAUL 


BETTANY 


To become a winner, 


from across the net 


2ND WEEK! 


THEY SHOULD HAVE 


Where will you go? 
What will you do? 
Who will save you? 


'epenwaterm: 


ЧЫЛ OPENS OCTOBER 6 


OGIE Alcasid 


LGF 
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Oct. 2 with a sleep- 


inducing program 

At the Activity Canter that could put even 

5 "m the biggest insomni- 

B remos © TETERMNAL |]() THE NOTEBOOK CHEF VERSA TUS AYALA CENTER ade con 
E oot текти» т able slumber. 


И Ton TT 0 ПО Beoween midnight 
жас рента тык КАРАТЫ” and 6 am, Shee, 
the star of the Car- 

toon Network origi 


Exrerranment LIVE! mal seris “Sheep In 
the Big Ci" wil 


cff? ZT pedet 


across the TV screen 
р Ее Bein Gd Len 
Ren етене ёт ани eM ag ers of all ages to 
REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO. e 

at REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 lo December 12. 2004 en 

TRADE HALL FOR ЕТЕТ. EVENTS AND NORE! азы” "Ir other 
For inquies and bookings please cal 750-4982 lo 84, words, “If you can't 
sleep, count Sheep!” 

Cartoon Network 
hopes that kids and 
parents who tune in 
to the Worldwide 
Night of Sleep will 
wake up the next 
morning fully re- 
freshed, recharged, 
and ready for the ac- 
tive and exciting ас. 
tivities the network 


Regular Price: P150 THX | 995/55 for wo levels cinemas'/ P95 for one level ёпетаз 


Ф» ERMITA 536-7600 to 12 
1 RESIDENT EVIL2 ` $ 


{ 
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6 квзш |7 RANG HELEN 


METRO EAST 682-8193/99 / 682-8280 
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B ues 


——A"a m Nm 


KRISANTA.IBAKA | Trwezournesurrenacy| Û — FENGSHUL, 


кт =; «At the new Glorietta 1 cinemas. have planned for the 

Citisquare All-digital-sound. weekend, 

Фу» NOVALICHES MALABON CAINTA i lon 

d msn Ei iat All at one Great Price. ee 
xl toon Networks way 
RESIDENTEVIL2 |1 BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 RAISING HELEN зз. of encouraging kids 
to adopt a healthy 
EXORCIST: |2 FENG SHU! FENG SHUI sleeping pattern, and 
THE BEGINNING RNE thus achieve a bal- 

3 HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 Maple: MW. anced life. 
FENG SHUI еи PF 4 Cartoon Network 
4 [51 Philippines reached 
KRISANTA...IBA KA KRISANTA...IBA KA nemi en 21 Papae RETA 
ja H -À i kids in the second 
LIPA ROSA | am 2, = quarter of 2004 and 
757-3664 1312-5870. 4498370907. id 1 led all cable net- 
EXORCIST: EXORCIST works for 10 quarters 


THE BEGINNING THE BEGINNING 


THE BOURNE 
SECRET WINDOW SAVED те BOUE 


JANDARA MINDHUNTERS 


ina row, according to 
а Cartoon Network 
statement, 

The Network at- 
tracts teens and 
young adults, said 
the statement. Stunts 
like Mothers Day 
Kiss Alert and pro- 
gramming blocks like 
"oonsslog, Freaky 
Friday, Brain Power 
Hour and Toonami 
consistently made 


i Cartoon Network the 
Ayala Cinemas highest rated ad-sup- 


RAISING HELEN 
FENG SHUI TAKAW TINGIN 


SED MINDHUNTERS FENG SHUI 


ge on local film 


DASMARINAS STABMILTE 
тышны po 


EXORCIST: TAKAWTINGIN 
THE BEGINNING DODGEBALL | 
TAKAW TINGIN DODGEBALL 


13 GOING ON 30 


FENG SHUI proudly hosts. ported cable in the 
(m WEE corresponding tme 
3 FENG SHUI SUPREMACY Pelicula Pelikula 2004 а ie 
FENG SHUI ‘THE NOTEBOOK The 3rd Spanish Film Festival itadded. 
А THE BOURNE SUPREMACY | dé GONG ON SO en 
Greenbelt 1 Artfilm L 
IMUS BACOLOD ILOILO ypo et us 
‘ova sss. КИ Hmm EIS 
HEAVEN'S POND THE BEGIN Te BEGINING ean, now... 


RAISING HELEN TAG-INIT THE NOTEBOOK 


From page A17 
Experience the icon & horror 
‘of one of the most anticipated films of the year In $ very special place. 


1 Workshops 
‚ RESIDENT EVIL: Apocalypse | op 
PHOTO EXHIBIT FROM Oct. 18 to 22, 


the Development 
Academy of the 
Now open to the public at Philippines will hold 
the Glorieta 4 cinema lobby 3 the Tagayay Film, 
Broadcast and Cre- 
NOW SHOWING ° 0 T END 
IN AYALA CINEMAS. 5 Sorter okay 
professionals and stu- 
MIRCB Reba: Restricted 3 6-13) Sens who want to 
hone their craft as di- 
| ne EVIL: ee 
| lovemall! Аросаурч tor, scriptwriter, DJ, 
eis H VJ, graphic designer, 
i ‘communicator or me- 
dia exper. 
тшп 7 
irae tenet ТУ 405 krom Viam t ms A т et I Boboy Yonzon is 
(032) 2 CINEMA LINKS: For sere the workshop direc- 
OATS Oto E (e toy and letters im: 
dude Nick Tayag, 
Tuo Malay, Joey 
Tanedo, Вапу Jose 


ET 0 ПП Er 
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at ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD 
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Let us now thank and honor Ryan Cayabyab ....... 


new project was. 
‘We told him about 
“Magnificat” and the 
difficulty we were ex- 
periencing, and Basil 
volunteered to ask 
Ryanto do the music. 
We explained ` to 
Basil that the musical 
had no producer and 
thus no money, and 
was conceptualized 
as a labor of love for 
everyone involved. 
But Basil said he 
would шу any- 
way—and Ryan, who 
tumed out to be a 
Marian devotee, in- 
stanly said yes. 
When the musical 
finally started its run, 
Ryan's powerful, sen- 


posers decades older 
than him, 

For these and other 
reasons, we urge you 
to honer and thank 
Ryan Cayabyab by go- 
ing out of your way to 
catch his "golden" 


musical retrospective 
at the ССРУ Main 
Theater on Oct. 15 
and 16. Call the CCP 
2832-1125. 


New series 
CARTOON Networks 
mew animated series 


ALI MALL CINEPLEX 
3 RESIDENT EVIL: APOCALYPSE 
"per 


- 


| FENG SHUI 


en ра ре es messen 
tive and very mov- BOURNE SUPREMACY 
ing music was hailed Jap 
as masterwork, and PA ¢ ВЕНЫ KRISANTA IBA KA, 
the show was per- TASS иа Таз pn Spm 625 ра ES ps. 


formed all over the [M 7 exe SECRET WINDOW 


county, and in all 1200p 215 p40 pm 645 pm 8:20 pm 


sorts of venues— Pr T VER 
schools, homes, slum ARANETA COLISEUM 
‘communities, pus. RO Sep 30, LASALLE vs FEU ___ 
ons, basketball UAAP vs NCAA ALL STAR GANE 
courts, the Araneta © 
Coliseum, and even at 
an El Shaddai gather- 
ing, with hundreds of 
thousands of people 
inraptattendance. 

“Magnificat” also 
set a record for the 
biggest number of 
performances, 160 to 
date, a tribute to the 
spirituality and emo- 
tive power of Ryan's 
music. 

Weve done other 
significant зом 
wich Ryan, and weare 
in fact working to- 
gether on a new pro- 
ject, but we got to 
know and admire him 
езеп more when he 
invited us, along with 
Philip Cu-Unjieng, to 
join him and his wife 
Emy when he flew to 
Athens, Greece two 
years ago to accept 
his second prize по- 
phy in the prestigious 
Aristotle Onassis in- 
temational music 
composition competi- 
on. 

‘We cheered as 
Ryan received his 
award in glittering 
rites attended by im- 
portant artists and 
political personages 
from all over Europe, 
and our pride in Pil- 
ipino talent took a 
quantum leap. 

Already esteemed 
in his country Ryan 
‘was now proving that 
he was truly a world- 
class talent. 

And yet, even more 


PBAALLFILIPINO GAMES __ 
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“Fosters Home for at 8 pom. with a 90- 
Imaginary Friends" minute Cartoon The- McCracken of "Ti 
debuted last Sept. 25 ater feature. Powerpuff Girl 


Q group of cinemas movie guide 
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small XI عم‎ 
Tel No. 728 81.50. 
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Urine) 


MISIT ан a A‏ سا 


impressively, he has 
remained grounded, 
balanced and hum- 
ble, using his talent 
not to puff up his ego, 
butto serve, entertain 
and move his audi- 
ence, 

When Ryan was re- 
cently nominated for | CINEWATZ 
the prestigious FememATz 
Gawad CCP artistic | كتج‎ 
award for music, we 
vigorously boosted 
his cause. 

Some others said 
that, at “only” 50, he 
was too young to win 
the lifetime achieve- 
ment honor, but we 
pointed out that Ryan 
was so prodigiously 
productive that he 
had done more for 
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КЕД CATCH IT ON OCT. 6 


‘the creators of SHIRE 
A » ra ER 


ze orm © Boar кылад биро. 


Created by Craig 


“Foster's Home” is a 
30-minute comedy 
about friendship, 


adventure and fun 
among a crew of hu- 
mans and Imagi- 


mary Friends who 
live together in a 
uva 
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Let us now thank and honor Ryan Cayabyab 


the shows many songs. The 
encompassed 60 years of Katy de 


(Conclusion) Ryan Cayabyab in the late '80s, 


à idy considerable admira- 
WHEN we worked on the original Our already 
Wo al "Ra oh ton for his composing and ar. 


E 
ranging talent increased even big popular and critical hit. It was 
more. imac: hailed as the best cultural event of 

We were particularly impressed фе year and revived keen interest 
with the range of musical styles in the spunky entertainer whose 
the Ryan employed in composing colorful lifehad inspired us to con- 


present 


DAVID SCHEEL 


I'm Only the Piano Player 


International pianist and 
comedian extraordinaire 


1 & 2 October 2004 


Friday & Saturday, 8:30 pm at 


as 


\ RYAN С. Truly world-class. 


ceptualize the musical in her hon- ed composer to do the music for 


Ticket Prices: 1887, Ll 5 or for Music Theater Philippines. _ the sung-through musical, but he 
000 Afer that smash hit, Ryan went had become а Bom Again Chris- 
onto other musical successes. бап in midstream, and withdrew 


We next worked together when from the project. 
we wrote and directed "Magnif _ We were stumped for a replace- 
cat,” a musical on the life of the ment, since the show's material 
Blessed Virgin Mary, as seen with- was very demanding—until we 
in the context of the salvific mis- met an old friend, Basil Valdez, 
sion of her son Jesus Christ. and he asked us what our favorite 
"We had tapped another talent- LENA 
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HSBC sees P57-to-$1 by year's end. 


ея By бй C. Cabacungan Jr. and Doris C. Dumlao regulations and make sure that become entrenched in the coming 
AUXSRCORS Violators are penalized.” months," HSBC said. 
HONGKONG and Shanghai Banking Corp. Ltd. (HSBC) ex- Тһе peso yesterday opened at А “drop-off in agriculture” was 
CURRENCIES pects the peso to tumble to 57 to the dollar by year’s end the alltime high of 5645 but imminent, according vo HSBC, 
Pod to 58.50 by next year as economic growth! gained some ground against the especially in view of the “return 
PESO-DOLLARRATE ; Оренсе d renees alini and tne OS dolar Ier during the dx tof the B No. weather phe 
у 6 Budget deficit continues to widen despite the best efforts ево drought like conditio = 
кй» сше юн an 556.45 to the dollar drought-like conditions. 
ir ofthe Arroyo adminis ЕА pvp m 
a _Aeetspm sepe as, 1004 _ tS latesteconomic repoton cent this year. HSBC said the positive factors- employment curb consumer’ 


Asia dated Sept. 24, 2004, HSBC But Economic Planning Sece- a tumaround in exports, bumper spending, HSBC said this could, 
m У ныз т + stid:"The combination of weaker tary Romulo Neri was quick to com- harvests, election-related spend- "fan smoldering inflationary 
7 5 growth prospects, rising infla. ment: "They are entitled to their img low interest ratesanda steady pressures.” HSBC noted that in- 

ПТ 1 onary pressures and likelihood own projections” Neri is also direc- flow of remittances from overseas Nation has been surging not only 
шит ү-н 2004 that the budget deficit will not be tor general ofthe National Econom- Filipino workers (OFWs)—that because of rising fuel prices (that 
A “GOLD: $407.60-408.10  reined in does not bode well for icand Development Authority fueled this years growth would be account for 10 percent of the in- 
SEPTEMBER ET the peso.” The peso touched a _ The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- notably absent nextyear. flation basket) but also of food 

голка HongKong, Sept77.2004 ]هس لل‎ 56.45 last Monday. inas also warned currency specu- Fears of a slowdown in the Chi- products (which account for half 

HSBC said that while the lators as the local currency again na and US economies could havea of the inflation basket). "It seems 
lippine economy “has been on tried to break past the record low big impact on the Philippines, a forgone conclusion that aver- 


September 29, 2004 Peso. aroliforsometime,wedoubtthe of $6.45 to the dollar. which relies on these markets for age inflation will breach the gov- 

Country Unit а Equivalent economy will maintain its current _ Saying that the peso was “un exports and foreign remittances. ernment’ target of 4 to 5 percent 
United States Dollar 08128 1000000 56410 momentum into next year” Itex- dervalued” at current levels, BSP “Export growth is already deceler- for the year,” HSBC said. 

Japan Yen Gosi 00808 0508 ресз economic growth as mea. Offcerin-Charge Armando ating (up3.2 peroentin July verus НБС said another factor that 
[ишт Foma MS МШШ TEE red by GDP or gross болело биши sad the. instruon 8 раса June)and oneofour has added pressure on the peso 
Szene Franc ciwo 010000 ЭШ oduct (thesum ofall goodsand would “continue to closely moni- favorite gauges of future Philip. was rising US interest rates, "We 
ama Dalar ОБЕ LES АЗН services produced in thecoumny) tor ads in the foreign ес pines and Asian exons бе G7 bere hate „ol, bank 
Singapore jalar p to slow down to 4 percent next change market for violators ofthe leading economic indicators se- needs to begin tightening mone- 
Е Poar, osmoso ОЛЫ dE Joar fom 49 peret 55 per. BSP foreign exchange ules and Se-supges this slowdown wil a 
ime ^ Bak arasa оз 
une olar 

= ш Uu Smart subscribers surpass 17M mar 

ше к" D E By Clarissa S. Batino the end of June in line with its would beat par, ifnotbenter than of Hong Kong for the venture that 
Argentina Peso. 0271428 0334560 modest target of hitting the 18- the previous quarters. would allow Filipinos in the 
rat Real 0261 0348406 SUBSCRIBERS of Smart Commu- million mark this year. Smart had also enlisted 23,000 Crown Colony to text their rela- 
билак Kore бы Ою nications Inc havenowexceeded Мег additions during the cur. customers ram its mobile service tives and friends in the Philip- 
ке е шы н ран ар Кып 161 milion rent quarter may have slowed called 1528 launched in Hong pines ata much cheaper rate: 
Mexico Now Peso 0.071004 0.087520 atthe end of the first half, accord- compared to the 1.7 million sub- Kong last month. ‘The latest Smart innovation is 
New Zealand Dolar 0541765 0667780 ing to company officials. seribers added to its listin thesec- Тһе cash-rich subsidiary of part of a plan to tap the more 
MM Хн em ne “The wireless giant added more ond quarter Still, a company offi- Philippine Long Distance Tele- than 8 million Filipinos working 
ىا‎ Ва EE d wee вап айбе sr Gal sid the third quarter growth phone Co. tied up with CSL Led. маят! 
Koroa Won 000078 0000867 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares close 0.23% nn 


SHARE prices closed 
А 0.23 percent lower 
mr yesterday with in- 


vestors worried over 
the Impact of high oil prices but 
gains in select blue chips limited 
the market's slide, dealers said. m 

Seling pressure eased, withthe 5" 5» 8 ممه جه م‎ a2 
peso regaining strength even (See soc marker reporton Page 82) 
{hough oll prices continued to stay just under the key level of $50 a bar- 
relin Asian trade, they said. 

“The Philippine Stock Exchange composite index fell 3.99 points to 
4,742.08, having traded between 1,737.03 and 1,751.54. 

Volume was 1.14 bilion shares worth P802 milion after 617 million 
shares worth P756 milion on Tuesday. 

Losers led gainers 42 to 28, with 46 stocks unchanged. 

investors are jittery about the economic impact ot high oil prices in 
the coming months,” sald Gomer Tan of Regina Capital Development 
Com. АР 
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The quality of diagnosis or treatment = be 3 
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1 sooner. Maxicare’s S! 
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Revitalization Program sm aad attention when yo seed! к 


Your hairline is rising Your thick hair is thinning out. 
If you don't want to end up bald, what are you going 
to do about it? Take control of your heavy hair loss 
now at Svenson International., Our Total Hair 
Revitalization Program is a comprehensive system of 
treatments that wil eliminate the main cause of receding 
and thinning hair. It can also hasten the re-growth 
process by increasing the amount of cells for longer, 
stronger growing hair 


You don't have to suffer from receding and thinning 
Take the Svenson solution for your heavy hair loss and 
look forward to a thicker fuller look. Call Svenson for 
а FREE hair and scalp check-up. 


Svenson 


убоя CHOICE NOTTO 8E BNO 


сли. 892-HAIR (4247) 


For healthcare that measüres up to your standards of quality, 


Jm. PEE Quem. „мш „ть || call 750-4888. 


OUR real interest, nevertheless, 


IF YOU can smell the stench of 
the Smokey Mountain issue, per- 


project, the good justice may 
BREAKTIME| again decide to inhibit himself 


haps you are aware that I recently must shift to the views of an old from the Smokey Mountain case. 

wrote a number (two) of columns a (time) senator, known to most _ Carpio inhibited himself from 

Oni. PEU people simply as FRE was another garbage case, the one ine 
Why not? The issue exploded Conrado R. ` —~ the closest buddy of Kuya Eddie volving Australian firm Jancom's 

because of that fantastically по- Banal Ш - inEdsal. incinerator contract. 

ble project to tum а world- In the ONE and ОМУ Senate Carpio used tobe the lawyer of 

renowned metropolitan garbage ing, from out of the blue, one hearing, JPE asked Kuya Eddie by Jancom. а 

‘ump into a paradise, at no cost brave senator declared—in full whatauthorityhe,asPresidentof Thats why Carpio inhibited 


himself from the Jancom case. 
Maybe that's why Jancom won. 


the Republic, approved the 
Smokey Mountain reclamation 
project. 

Jt seems that, based on JPES 
flamethrower of a discourse, even 
the most powerful person in the 
land, the President of the Repub- 
lic, actually has no power to grant 
anybody any authority to reclaim 
any land in any body of water in 
any part of this country—not even 
ina creekor ina bathtub. 

‘The senator said that, under the 
present democratic system, the 
authority rests solely on Congress. 

Kuya Eddie simply said, “amen. 


whatsoever to the government, 
not even a cross-eyed ramshackle 
centavo, thank you so very much. 
The high profile issue even 
caught the attention of the Sen- 
ate, which devoted a total of ONE 
and ONLY ONE hearing day for it. 
"To think, the senators wanted to 
getto the bottom ofa big-time pro- 
ject which, contrary to the original 
plan, actually used billions of pesos 
of government funds— secret 
"Thats why the Senate did not 
hesitate to use up a total of ONE 
hearing. 
‘The Senate blue ribbon com- 


media coverage at that—that 
Kuya Eddie was a living saint. 

Este, no. That's not what the 
senator said! 

He only cleared Kuya Eddie of 
any wrongdoing in the Smokey 
Mountain project. Hmm. 

Do I take it then, Mr. Senator, 
that if Kuya Eddie did not sin in 
the project, somebody else did? 
But who was it? 

By the way, media forgot to re- 
port one major point in the sena- 
tors statement, which just hap- 
pened to get to the many media 
outfits in a jiffy: Efficient PR? Bet 


ANYWAY, after Kuya Eddie iden- 
tified Tita Cory and his subordi- 
nates as the culprits, JPE tumed 
softonhim. 

"am not blaming you,” he told 
Kuya Eddie. “Probably it was an 
oversight of your people.” 

Wow! That's a Senate hearing, 
mind you, in which one of the 
country's top legal minds doesn’t 
mind guessing—on record, at 
that—about а multibillion-peso 
scandal. 


mittee even summoned Kuya Ed- on it So why did the administration Or maybe it was a sarcastic 
ie without the unlit cigar of ` He actually said that the origi- of Kuya Eddie, without congres- comment! After all, the issue only 
course. He в no longer the Presi- nal project proponent, R-II sional approval, authorize R- to involves a mountain of govem- 
dent. Apparently! Builders, which won in biddings reclaim more than а hundred ment funds. 

vie for the project twice, still must hectares of land in Manila Bay? And that probably got the goat 


of another soldier, Sen. Rodolfo 
Biazon, who insisted that the 
question was still, well, was the 
project legal or not? 


AFTER a grand total of ONE hear- Aha, so there's the smoking cigar, 


este, gun? 


answer some of the issues. 


IN what tumed out to be the 
quickest turnaround move of the 
century, Kuya Eddie threw the 
blame on others. 

He said, for instance, that he 
oniy used the program which was 
initiated by Tita Cory, in the first 
place. 

Moreover, Kuya Eddie said 
that, in approving the project, he 
relied mainly on the recommen- 
dation, and all that shoot, of his 
subordinates. 

‘They were mainly Justice An- 
tonic Carpio, who was then Kuya 
Eddie's chief legal adviser, and 
Senate President Franklin Drilon, 
who was the justice secretary. 

By the way, Carpio now sits in 
the Supreme Court, which has yet 
to decide on the very same case 
involving the Smokey Mountain 
project. 

ОҒ course, after Kuya Eddie's 
revelation of Carpio' role in the 


Smart... 


dled about 15,000 
transactions worth 


EVERYBODY knows that the 
question is up to the Supreme 
Court to answer. 

But take note that, the day af- 
ter the hearing, Drilon issued a 
statement. 

He said that as justice secretary 
at that time, he did not uphold 
the legality of the joint venture 
agreement between the govern- 
mentandR-Il. 

What were referred to him for 
review, the Senate President said, 
‘were just the procedural matters. 
Hmm. 

‘So who did the legal review of 
this scandalous project? 

No, don't tell me, 1 don't think 
it was the chief presidential legal 
adviser at that time! No, you can- 
not just put the blame on 
‘Supreme Court Justice Carpio all 
the time! 


PAPER SHREDDERS 


KEEP YOUR SECRETS, SECRET! 


targeting to hook up 
between 30,000 and 


= P120 million since it 35,000 Filipinos 
"ar, uoc: San. CA. Payat oat O x 
UREA Mire AT ears es was launched last overseas to its 1528 
ei Aug. 1, according to program this year 
EIER TEES the company. The PLDT group 


‘Smart said it was 


Nas 
meee EX PORTA 


The Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade (ICEX) is organizing “España 
Exporta’, а fair exclusively for Spanish enterprises from sectors such 
as food and beverage, engineering and consulting, machinery and 
equipment, and consumer goods in Manila on October 26 to 28, 2004 
at the Hotel Intercontinental Manila. 


said it was looking to 
offer 1528 in other 
Asian countries as 
well as Europe. Next 
target is Singapore 
and kaly, according 
to officials, where 
there are а critical 
mass of Filipinos. 

First Pacific man- 
aging director and 
PLDT chair Manuel 
Pangilinan said his 
group was looking at 
three ways to expand 
the telecom business 
inthe region. PLDT is 
24-percent owned by 
First Pacific: 

“One is to invest in 
a telecom company by 
parting in equity, An- 
other strategy is t0 do 
ie like what we did in 
Hong Kong where we 
tied up with another 
carrier to bring wire- 
less services of a sub- 
say Another op- 


The Spanish Commercial Office has been tasked to arrange 
business matching sessions together with interested distributors, agents 
and importers of the different showcased products and services. 
paid cards,” Pangil 
пап said in a recent 
talk with reporters in 
Hong Kong. 

Pangilinan said the 
8 million Filipinos 
working — overseas 
would be a big mar- 
ket for the integrated 
Services of the PLDT 


А FOOD AND BEVERAGE. 
COMPANIES 


MI CompaiaEnvasadoraLareto SA : Шит and pickles 
ШЕ Delispain/ Gallaecia Premium : Gourmet products 
Bl interpuli, SL. : Gourmet products 

MI Grupo Garvey : Bandes, wines & confectionery 


C. MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT 

Wl Instalaciones y Montajes Davila, 51. : Construction Lifts 
M Reca Andamios Quality, SA : Construction Scaffoldings 
ШЕ Zapata Technologies Division : Bottling equipment 

И Gym Internacional, SA : Bottling systems 

Wi intex : Telecom components 


Wl Jose Estevez, SA. : Brandios group's Seine 
And international 
لا‎ E1 Paladeo : Gourmet Products 0 ENGINEERING AND CONSULTING ааа 
Management and Engineering Spanish Consortium and d 

3. CONSUMER PRODUCTS = 8 dy we on 
Е Perfumeria Gal, SA : Toiletries рн — = 
И vizor Internacional : Contact Lens Care Products E INSTITUTIONAL mess rom the 8 milion 
Filipinos overseas, We 
‘Mi Laboratorios Indermo, SL. : Cosmetics ديلا‎ with Hong 
Wl Cámara de Comercio e Industria de Madrid Madrid) ‘Kong and we would be 
bringing che same 
products toorher areas 
España Exporta 2004 эни бик او‎ 

Grand Ballroom, Hotel Intercontinental Manila & Me 


“We have given a 
mandate to negotiate 
with carriers of other 
countries for a simi- 
lar arrangement as in 
Hong Kong. The first 
thing to do is to find 
out if the regulation 
permits it,” he 
added. 


26 October 2004: 2 PM - 8 PM 
27 October 2004: 11 AM - 8 PM. 
28 October 2004. 11 AM -8 PM. 


SPANISH COMMERCIAL OFFICE 


SPANISH INSTITUTE, 
FOR FOREIGN TRADE. 


For business meeting requests with these companies, contact Ms. Ana Rocha 
telephone no. 843-3774/75 * fax no. 843-3790 
or e-mail amlarrain@mex.es fgr a time slot which is most convenient for you. 
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1 
NO OF ADVANCES: 28 NO OF DECLINES: 42. 


i0. OF UNCHANGED: 46, NO. OF TRADED ISSUES: 
V Wo oF TRADES 228 


DISCLOSURES 


THE LISTING of Nextstage Inc.'s 400,000 common shares with a par val- 
ше of P1 each to cover the conversion into equity of P225.9 million ad- 
vances from Orlando Vea, David Fernando and Rafael Morales was set for 
Friday, Oct. 1 

THE BOARD of Export and Industry Bank reorganized its different com- 
mittees. it also created the budget performance and review committee. 
One of йз subsidiaries, the Urbancorp Insurance Brokers Inc. was react!- 
vated 

PHILIPPINE Savings Bank announced the appointment of vice chalr 
Arthur Ty as member of the trust committee, to replace Alfredo Barretto 
who resigned last July 27. 

SECURITY Bank Corp. declared a cash dividend of 30 centavos per 
share. Anastasia Dy was appointed executive director of the bank. 

А. SORIANO Corp.'s 758,000 shares were bought by its wholly owned 
subsidiary, Anscor Consolidated Corp. 

JG Summit Holdings Inc. disclosed the purchase by its chair and chief 
‘executive officer, James Go, of 7.05 million common shares of the com- 
pany last Sept. 22. Compiled by Maricar D. Tolosa, PDI Research 


HSBC sees... 


Fon pent said it would be tougher for the 
tary policy Inaction, we believe, Arroyo administration to keep 
runs the risk of allowing inflation. the budget deficit within its tar. 


get, “While higher rates won't 
necessarily raise interest pay- 
ments by that much—most gov- 
ernment debt is fixed rate—they 
are likely to hurt growth and in 
turn tax revenues, Higher interest 
rates will also make it more ex- 
pensive for the government to 
take on new debt," HSBC said. 


Г m > 


ary expectations to build further, 
which would require much more 
aggressive action further down 
the road. This could prove espe- 
cially so given the expected con- 
tinued hiking of rates ín the US in 
the coming months,” HSBC said. 
With rising interest rates both 
locally and internationally, HSBC 
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DTI warns public against dealing 


with 5 suspected ‘pyramiding firms | 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Trade and Industry 
yesterday warned the public against dealing 
‘with five companies suspected of engaging in 
pyramiding scheme. 

‘According to the DTI, the following firms 
have been subject of inquiries related to pyra- 
тїйїп: Cymbionie Inc, Classique Herbs 
Corp. Entrepreneurs Club International Mar- 
keting Corp., Ikingkong Commercial Philip- 
pines Inc. and Inter C-D Co. 

‘The DIT's Bureau of Trade Regulation and 
Consumer Protection (BTRCP) said these 
companies were no longer in the business ad- 
dresses they indicated when they registered 
with the DTI and the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

‘Trade Undersecretary Adrian S. Cristobal 
J. clarified that it was not yet determined 
whether the firms were indeed engaged in 
pyramiding. 

But Cristobal said the DTI was considering 
the possible cancellation of the firms" certifi- 


WB executive 
urges RP to 
initiate ‘bold’ 
reforms 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE WORLD Bank yesterday urged the 
Philippines to undertake "bold and timely" 
reforms—such as in fiscal management, fi- 
nancial restructuring, judiciary and infras- 
tructure—to grab a bigger share of invest- 
ments pouring into the East Asian region. 

ЧУВ country director Joachim von Ams- 
berg said the Philippines had the potential 
to be a prime location for investment in 
Asia, given its highly educated and en- 
trepreneurial people and rich natural re- 
sources. 

However, he noted that the Philippines 
was lagging behind other countries in East 
Asia as it was perceived to be less competi- 
tive. He added that a perception of high po- 
litical and economic risks was reducing the 
attractiveness of the country as an invest- 
ment location. 

In its World Development Report 2005, 
which drew on surveys of more than 
30,000 firms in 53 developing countries, it 
was noted that investment as a share of 
gross domestic product (GDP) was lower in 
the Philippines than in Indonesia, Thailand 
and Malaysia between 1990 to 2003. This 
had significantly constrained the country's 
growth performance. 

“The survey results show the need for 
improvements in transparency, credibility 
and predictability. Effective public actions 
to improve regulation, macroeconomic sta 
bility, curb corruption, and remove barri- 
ers to competition would increase opportu- 
nities and incentives for big firms as well as 
small firms,” Von Amsberg said. 

“Bold and timely policy reforms in a few 
key areas could quickly improve investor 
sentiment,” he said. 

In line with the recent report, Von Ams- 
berg cited some of the bank's suggestions 
to improve the investment climate in the 
Philippines: 

e Implementation of a well-conceived 
short-and medium-term public finance re- 
form program in order to reduce macroeco- 
nomic uncertainty and cost of capital while 
increase willingness of entrepreneurs and 
financiers to undertake and finance new 
investments; 

ө Implementation of complementary 
measures to the Special Purpose Asset Ve- 
hicles Act to aid the restructuring of the 
banking and corporate sector, such as 
granting immunity to regulators from po- 
litical and legal harassment as well as 
‘quick enactment of the Corporate Recovery 
Bill and the Securitization Bill; 

© A systematic effort to lower the costs 
of doing business, and improve the judicial 
enforcement and dispute resolution pro- 
cesses, noting the cost of dispute resolu- 
tion in the Philippines is currently among 
the highest in the world. Under such envi- 
ronment, firms limit their exposure and 
lower their cost of exit, resulting in lower 
levels of technology transfer, supply of cap 
ital, and slower integration into produc- 
tion networks, and 

* Improvement in private participation 
in infrastructure as well as complementary 
and connecting investments at the local 
level in order to leverage national infras- 
tructure investments. 

"Мапу investors are in a wait-and-watch 
mood, waiting for reforms and actions to 
take on vested interests. Sound fiscal man- 
agement and commitment to reforms will 
attract investments,” the WB executive 
said. 

“Investments will drive growth and em- 
ployment. Employment and improved pub- 
lie services will raise living standards for 
people, especially the poor. The key to this 
Virtuous circle is credible and quick imple- 
mentation of fiscal reforms, in particular,” 
Von Amberg said. 
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cates of business name registration since they 
did not advise the agency of their change of 
address. 

BTRCP assistant director Jaime Olmos said 
the bureau had been trying to get in touch 
with the companies but, instead, discovered 
they were no longer in their registered ad- 
dresses. 

The bureau sent two notices by mail to 
each ofthe five firms, but these were returned 
to the sender. 

"The law requires companies to inform us if 
they move or change location,” Olmos said. 
“This is meant to protect the public against 
fly-by-night companies.” 

DTI records showed that Cymbionic was 
supposed to have offices at Unit 1601 Atlanta 
Center, No. 31 Annapolis St. Greenhills, San 
Juan; Classique Herbs at No. 28 Unit 28 
‘Agustin 1 Bldg., Emerald Ave., Ortigas Center, 


Pasig City; Entrepreneurs Club at Suite 900, 
Ayala Life Bldg., 6786 Ayala Avenue, Makati 
City; Ikingkong Commercial at 9-B Philippine 
Stock Exchange West Tower, Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City, and Inter C-D, No. 
304, San Guillermo St, Pototan, Muntinlupa 
су. 

In May, Trade Secretary Cesar V Purisima 
announced that the DTI had formed a spe- 
cial legal task force to prosecute pyramiding 
cases, complaints against which had risen 

Purisima said that with the task force in 
place, the DTI could fast-track the review of 
the complaints against pyramiding and hope- 
fully clamp down on illegal marketing 
schemes. 

The trade chief said operators of such 
schemes have been preying on unwary con- 
sumers, especially overseas Filipino workers 
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100,000 - 499,999 
500,000 - 999,999 
1.0MM - 4,999,999 
5.0MM - 9,999,999 
10 million and up 


‘Quoted rates are subject to change without prior notice. 
‘Rates re on par annum benis and net of documentary samp taxen. 
Tiere rates for oiher trm айо sala: 


Visit any of our 121 PSBank Branches nationwide. 
er Pi Dat eCopt, Maen pt mien cg an 


YOUR 


your printer's warranty. 


YOURE 
PUTTING 


PRINTER 
AT RISK! 


More than poor quality printouts, using refills, 
fake ink cartridges, and compatibles for your Canon 
printer can literally take its life. 


Using refills, fakes and compatibles void 


Refills refer to the ink used to “refill” Canon cartridges. While 
ink cartridges that illegally use the Canon brand are called 
fake. On the other hand, compatibles are other brands of ink 
cartridges used in a Canon printer. Experts consider all three 
kinds of ink cartridges hazardous and may be the main cause 
of breakdown of Canon printers. 


So if you think you're saving money by 
purchasing refills, fake ink cartridges, and 
compatibles, think again. You'll pay dearly 
with costly repairs and sacrifice the life of 
your printer itself. 
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Tobe sure that you got genuine Canon Inks, use the 
‘Canon Handy Viewer to look at the Canon Security 


hole should contain the Canon logo. 


South & Southeast Asia Regional Headquarters: 
Canon Singapore Pte Lid 1 HarbourFront Avenue, #04-01, Keppel Bay Tower, Singapore 098632 www.canon-asia.com 


Canon Harketing (Philipines, lc. Marvin Раза, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue, Makali Су Төв. 812-6047 / 812-6076 to 79 / 892-6449 = Fax 8109797 
mau address itogeanon com ph» wor canon. com ph 
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Prizes (Orewserperlom) Grand Prize 


Toyota Alis 1.6) MIT 


MONTHLY Draw 
October Draw 
РАО z710. 
Olmos MJU300 
nope 9202 
Epson Printer 
Biackbeny 7230 
Canon ATO Digicam 
20GB Pod 


November Draw 
баро 

Eb dde Росана Рана? 
утра» M30400 

Fup 102 

Epson Prog 

Рома X400 
Motor Mex 200 
Моста €380 


Consolation 
Pal 2a 72 

AG 

Erg 
E 

Epson Printer 
por] 
Panakone 3709 
бету 7230 
Canan ATO Орка 
Morroi E3 
Motors 6850. 
Motta vS 
ES 

2088 iPod 
Mota Сева 
Panes X300 
Еа 
Conon ATO Deam 
PROMO MECHANICS: 


а) Each copy of the Philippine Dally Inquirer w contain a specially: 
marked coupon featuring Guylo Ihe broadshien'ssustaleé carabao 
Icon. Hidden in one of to pages. Tho hidden Guylo wil appear in 
the POI оту from Soplember 27 to December 14, 2004 

љу Panlapanı сап then cutout Ino Guyllo coupon, wie dawn legibly 
ear name, address, contaci rumba and ай signature on no blanks 
provided, and send 16 Phappina Daly Inquirer ofces ог drap in drop 
Bones Only ongina! Guyo coupons vili be considered valid ens 
Опа coupons are marked wih the би Wila Hunt promo logo 
Oniy one Gumio coupon wil bo featured in each Inquirer suo from 
Moray to Saturday. Tore wi Бе wo Guyto coupons featured 1: 
Ingarer avery Sunday. 


ipod EPSON [5 Ф 


ra palm ie е pie ва 


Рапаѕо! 


d) There are two ways о send entries: 
темне: 

'бшуйо Wid Hunt: Inquirer 18th Anniversary Promo 
90 PDI Busing Don Chino Roces Avenue, 
Corner Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Drop in drap boxes located at the following 
Robinsons Моменоте cinama lobbies (al branches) 
Glorieta mall 
'бопәйп 1 Cinema Lobby 
Glorata-4 Cinema Lobby 
Greenbelt 1 Спота Lobby 
Greenbelt 1 Mall 
Greenbelt 3 Customer Sarvice 
Gresntelt 3 Cinema Lobby 
‘Abang Town Canter Mal 
‘Nabeng Town Солт Ciner 
Ayala Comar Cebu Mall 
Ayala Center Cebu Cinema Lobby 
Netopa (at branches) 
LBC (all branches) 


Lobby 


For the menthy draws, doadina af entries are on October 17 and November. 
Qc Monthy wianers wil a drawn on October 22 and November 22, 3pm, 
‘ihe Phitppine Daly Inquror hend ойсо. Winners wil ba nied thr а 
Phono callendregstared mal rom a Philippine Dal патот representative 

ong ons por draw wil bo included in tho succbedig draws, 
V lat of monthly winners alt be published within two weeks aller 
araw. 
Beading of ens for to grand draue ол December 14, Mallacn enirios 
musi be feculved by Dacembor 17 Grand draw and consolalion prizo 
Winners be drawn an Docombor 21,2008 at tno. Grand prizo winner 
Wl win a brand пом Toyota Ale 
inner сап only win once por draw. If a пата gots drawn того than 
Once. тане gets the prize of hiphor value. Priza categorias aro: monthly 
prize, consolohon prize, and grand prizo: 


MOTOROLA 


PLATINUM 


5 FUJIFILM 


neas for no 
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B) All winners below 18 years of ago need to be with their togal guardian lo 
Alm prize. Bath the minor and no parent/guardian shouid present valid 
в The latter should also present proof that hohe Is the legal 
guardian of tha minor, 

Prizes are ransfrabla but not convertible to cash. 

For more quostons cal Ms, Ching dela Cruz of Inquirer's Marketing Dapartment 
at 897-3808 ос 237. 

Malta Mania inners may claim oir prizes at the Phllppine Dally Inaulrer 
ша ai the Phäppino Daly Inguier Building, Chino Roces Avenue (Pasong 
што) comer Yague and Mascardo St, Makati Giy. Provincial winners may 
Тл eo prizes at Ino nearest Inqurr Пса indicated on tna registered 
тай. Winners may cam eir prize rom October 18. 

Ai minors must present ne following to an authorized Philppine Dally 
"nouo representative: 

TU) Twa veld IDs wih complete real name, picture and correct address, 
Phowenpies ol алу of na we documents (e. bil corticale. mamaga 
Contract 858 ID, drvar s icanse, school ID andlor passport) should 
be submitod upon claiming o prize, 

(2) Registered mal hat tha Pppne Daily inquirer sent lo Ihe winner of 
tho Guyto Wid Hunt rff dra. 7 

(9) Roorocentatwes valid даль! сайоп and authorization tallor from the 
Tanner (nz is ciaimeg through a representativo) 

(m) A prizes must ba claimed vatin sixty (80) days rom ceceipt of nollicaton 
al and registered mal (whichever comas tas) om an authorized Phi. 
Dany Inqueorrepresontoe, 

ау Alubciaimed prizos ater ng sald date shall bo foreted in favor of POL wih 
Prior DTI approval 


PROMO EXCLUSIONS: 


All omployoos of Phikppine Daily Inquirar, Harrison Communications and hair 
пышта up 1 second degree of consanguinity ог атту are not анде to jon 
the promo, 
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Por DT Port No. 2147, Sones al 200. 
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Seeking solution 
to Napocor woes 


By Edgardo M, Del Fonso 
lastofaseris) 


AS recently as 1994, Napocor stil had a de- 
cent capital structure: It had about one peso 
of long term debt (no lease obligations yet) 
for every peso of equity. By 2002 the ratio had 
deteriorated: It had P17 of debt and lease 
obligations for every РТ of equity. By the end 
‘of 2003, Napocor was technically insolvent 
with negative equity. 

The problems spawned by inordinate re- 
liance on debt are now coming to the surface, 
forcing the government to 
seek ways to find lasting so- 
lutions. 

‘The sale of Napocor' assets will help bring 
down its debt level, but every year of delay in 
privatization means opportunity costs run- 
ning close to $1 billion in terms of forgone in- 
terest, a drop in asset values due to wear and 
tear and continuing losses from the operation 
of these assets. Fora number of structural and 
procedural reasons, its privatization has suf- 
fered delays, although the government is now 
renewing efforts to speed up the privatization 
process. 

Even ifthe assets are sold tomorrow for a de- 
(cent price, there would still remain about P200 
billion in unpaid loans. The government can ei- 
ther assume the loan, which is the current 
thinking, provide equity to Napocor (but the 
government itself is cash-strapped), or in- 
crease tariff through the universal charge (al- 
lowed by Epira, but i tis politically feasible?) 


Lease obligations 

That still leaves the question of what to do 
with lease obligations arising from IPP con- 
tracts, For most IPPs, there is a lag between 
Napocors payment of lease obligations and 
their recovery from the tariff, though the pay- 
ments will be ultimately collected. But for 
some IPPs, there is no feasible way under Epi- 
та for Napocor to recover all these costs. 

"This leads us to look into the impact of Epi- 
та on Napocors profitability. There are at 
least two provisions in this piece of legislation 
that directly affect its losses. One is the man: 
dated reduction of PO.30/kwh for all residen- 
tial end-users upon its passage. Маросогз al- 
ready inadequate revenues have been re- 
duced by P3 billion yearly because of this re- 
duction, the basis for which remains unclear 
except for the fact that it is what the law says 

"Thats one. The other deals a far more seri 
‘ous blow to Napocors profitability and fi- 
nances. Section 32 of Epira states that Napoc- 
or may recover from its customers the full cost. 
of IPPs approved by the defunct Energy Regu- 
latory Board as of Dec. 31, 2000. That means 
the PPC on IPPs not approved as of that cut- 
off--and there are eight of them would not 
‘qualify for recovery It is not clear whether 
this prohibition was intended to chastise 
those responsible for these IPP contracts, orto 
shield the consumer from unwarranted costs. 
But right now Napocor will have to absorb bil- 
lions of losses on them. Six of these projects 
are now operational. They happen to have the 
highest investment cost among Napocors 
IPPs because these are mostly large-scale pro- 
jects (the 1,200-MW ал gas plant) or multi- 
purpose hydroelectric projects (San Roque, 
Casccnan, Bakun) where the power compo- 
nent (read: Napocor) typically subsidizes the 
costof irrigation and municipal water use. 

‘Through the end of 2003 the unrecovered 
cost ofthese six IPPs has reached over PSO bil- 
lion. Every year Napocor stands to lose about 
P25 billion due to this provision, with no hope 
of recovery unless Congress repeals this pro- 
vision 

largely because of this Epira stipulation, 
Napocor registered an operating loss in 2003. 
This is the first time in Napocors long history 
that its revenues could not even cover its op- 
erating expenses. 


Epira, the major cause 

It is something of a commentary of the 
times that in all the noise generated in the 
press about the reasons for Napocors losses, 
mone has pointed to Epira itself as а major 
cause for Napocor' loss and funding deficit. 
Between the prohibition against recovery of 
costs on six IPPs and the mandated reduction 
in rates, nearly P30 billion leaks out of Napoc- 
or every year, Compared to Epira, the PPA cap 
isa tempest in a teapot 

Prior to 1993, the Napocor board had the 
power to fix its tariff rates. With the enact- 
ment of the Electric Power Crisis Act in 1993, 
the ERB took over the function of fixing 
Napocor' rates. One can trace Маросог tar 
iff travails to that event. 

‘A sampling of rate rulings shows that the 
regulator shaves from 20 percent to as much 
эз 59 percent from Napacor's rate applica- 
tions. Until the end of 2003, Mindanao' rates 
reached only P1.03 per kwh. That is less than 
one-third the cost of fuel for oil-fired plants, 
Which Napocor runs about 40 percent of the 
time. 

Every time Napocor runs an oil-fired plant 
anywhere in the country, it loses at least РІ 
per kwh. Geothermal plants can usually cover 
their fuel costs, but not the full cost of genera- 
tion; in Mindanao Napocors steam cost is 
greater than the allowed tarif. In 2003 coal 
Plants had adequate margins to cover fuel 
and other costs, but the doubling of coal 
prices over the past year means the profitabil- 
ity of coal plants will decline somewhat. 

"The inadequate generation tariff has impli- 
cations on the governments privatization 
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BUSINESS В: 
ABS-CBN taps new markets for drama series 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


about $500 to $2,000 per episode. 
ABS-CBN's popular drama series run 
3010 180 episodes. 

Eyed for this plan are drama series 
“Sana'y Wala Ng Wakas,” “Darating ang 
Umaga” and “Saan Ka Man Naroroon.” 

In March 2002, ABS-CBN's telen- 
ovela "Mula sa Puso” was aired in 
Malaysia. 1١ was a hit among Filipino 
and Malaysian viewers. The series 
was aired in Filipino and subtitled in 
Bahasa Melayu. 

Local TV networks in Malaysia 
took а new interest in Philippine TV 
drama and purchased two more ABS- 
CBN series—"Pangako Sa Yo” and 
“Kay Tagal Kang Hinintay” 


Aside from Malaysia, ABS-CBN'S in- 
ternational department formed in Au- 
gust 2001, sold Philippine drama se- 
Ties to Indonesia, Cambodia, Brunei in 
Asia and to Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Mauritius and Seychelles in Africa. 

“Pangako Sa Yo" is currently airing 
in Kenya and in Cambodia while "Kay 
Tagal Kang Hinintay” and "Sa Sandal- 
ing Kailangan Mo Ako” have started 
airing in Malaysia. The recently con- 
cluded “Sanay Wala Ng Wakas,” 
which is the postscript to the "Pan- 
gako Sa Yo" tandem of actors Kristine 
Hermosa and Jericho Rosales, began 
to air in Malaysia and Brunei in mid- 
September. 


TELEVISION giant ABS-CBN Broad- 
casting Corp. will start selling Philip- 

ies next year to Latin 
ina, Indochina, Eastern 
Europe and Africa. 

‘Reena de Guzman Garügan, direc- 
tor for ABS-CBN's international sales, 
told reporters that the network was 
also planning to introduce local tele- 
vision drama series specifically to 
Honduras, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Myan- 
maz, Vietnam, Romania, Hungary, 
Czech Republic, Russia, Croatia, Bul- 
garia and China. 

The programs sell for roughly 


program as well. Under the current structure, 
none of the oil-fired plants stands a chance of 
making money. The geothermal plants need 
to have steam prices on some contracts rene- 
gotiated because most of the value is created 
at the steam field. This does not augur well 
for the privatization program, and if Napocor 
hasa chance of selling its portfolio of generat- 
ing assets for a decent price, further adjust- 
ments in the rate will ave to be done. 

One hopeful sign is that the ERC commis- 
sioners are now looking at rate petitions from 
amore balanced perspective. Instead of being 

overly protective of the con- 
sumer, the ERC has of late 
been much more open in giv- 
ing stakeholders an opportunity to fully pre- 
sent their case before making a ruling, with- 
‘out compromising their independence and 
objectivity. 


Expensive lesson 

The Asian financial crisis and the recent po- 
litical upheavals have hurt the industry їп at 
least two ways. A peso in 1996 was worth al- 
most four US cents now it is worth less han 


The series of upheavals also caused a break 
in out growth trends. For industries that can 
adjust quickly to changing economic condi 
tions, this is not such a big problem. But for 
the power industry, where the planning hori 
zon fora plant can stretch over several years, 
a plant could end up being surplus to th 
country’s requirements by the time it gets on 
stream. If one used the 1993 Power Develop- 
ment Pian in deciding to put up a plant, by the 
time the plant is completed, the hoped for in- 
crease in demand would have vanished. 

The Napocor experience is an expensive 

lesson to learn on the hazards and eventual 
costs of mounting hidden subsidies for the 
consumer. The culture of entitlement and of 
“victimhood” that pervaded government poli- 
cy and public expectations is unworkable in 
the long run, Ik may earn us some brownie 
points for a while, 
but sooner or later 
the problems will 
come home to roost 
and must be con- 
fronted. Government 
cannot afford giving 
away free lunch for- 
ever. IF it wishes to 
subsidize the con 
sumer for social, po- 
litical, or other re 
sons, that subsidy 
should be explicitly 
and openly recog- 
nized and approp 
ated in the budget so 
that everybody wil 
know there is a cost 
to it, and that the rest 
of the economy is go- 
ing to have to pay for 
ir. In any even, 
Napocor can по 
longer continue йз 
role as the provider 
of subsidies when its 
plants are sold. 


Note to legislators 
Civil servants, no 01 
less than the others, 


ALCATEL OmniPCX Office e-communication system. 

This revolutionary “allaan” solution... 

«integrates Telephony, Messaging, Call center, LAN and Secured Internet access 
«improves communication while increasing customer service and employee productivity 


dee be utl WEED THE NEED FOR 
er RUSH TO THE ULTIMATE. 


courtesy. Election to 
high office does not 
give anyone the li- 
cense to treat wit- 
meses—many of 
whom are accom- 
plished lawyers, engi- 
neers, and profes- 
sionals—in a boorish, 
supercilious, and con- 
temptuous manner. It 
serves no useful pur- 
pose—and is a disser- 
vice to the country, to 
their constituents and 
to themselves—to use. 
these hearings as an 
occasion to berate a 
person or a decision 
without basis or to 
reach sweeping con- 
clusions even before 
those involved could 
have a chance to ех- 
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Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Republic of the Philippines я 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 


Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 


REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF MUNICIPALITIES 
REGIONS 8, 9 AND 10 
FY 2003 
In Thousand Pesos 


Difference beeen totals and sum of components is due to rounding of 


*1 Municipal 
2 = Regional 
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No rebidding for P21-B expressway project 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


Conversion Development Au- 
thority successfully negotiated 
with the Japanese contractor to 
reduce the project cost from P27 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo 
has vetoed a plan of Socioeco- 


nomic Planning Secretary Romu- billion to P21 billion. 

lo Neri to rebid the P21 billion, ВСРА president Rufo Colayco, 
94-kilometer Subic-Clark-Tarlac who opposed Nerfs sudden call for 
expressway project. a rebid, hailed the Presidents deci- 
In a meeting at the Clark spe- sion, which he said should lead to 
‘economic zone Tuesday, the the finalization of the contract with 
| President ordered the National the project’ funder, the Japan Bank 

{Economic and Development Au- for Intemational Cooperation. 
T thority, which Neri heads, to ap- М5 Arroyo decided against a re- 


{prove the project after the Bases bid when Neri failed to guarantee 


Gov't to revise Visayas, 
Mindanao power plan 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE DEPARTMENT of Energy is 
revising its power development 


nance and actually build a power 
generation plant, the lack of com- 
mitted capacity in Cebu less than 
five years before it encounters a 


plans for the Visayas and Min- shortfall is something in the DOE's 

бапао in light of the rapidly nar- mind in revising its power develop- 

rowing supply and demand gap ment plan for the province. 

inthe country's two main grids. DOE data show that electricity de- 
Energy Secretary Vincent Perez mand in Cebu would grow 5.4 per- 

said the new plans would be un- centa year due to the robust tourism 

veiled sometime next week as re- and export industries in the area. 


visions were still being finalized. 

‘According to data from the Na- 
tional Power Corp., the Visayas 
grid will need an additional ca- 
pacity of 900 megawatts (MW) 
from 2008-2014, while the Min- 
danao grid will need another 700 
{MW from 2009-2014. 
È Сери alone will start needing 
capacity additions of at least 100 
MW by 2009 and another 100 
{MW the year after that. However, 
{there have been no committed ca- 
pacity for the province up to now. 

Perez said the next four to five 
years were critical for Cebu as its 
power supply levels would reach 
alarmingly low levels during that. 
time, making new capacity addi- 
tions crucial. 

Given that it takes at least three 
‚to four years to plan, design, fi- 


Ayala Corp. starts 
P5-B bond offer 


AYALA Corp. yesterday started offering to in- 
vestors PS billion worth of its 5-year bonds. 

This is by far the largest peso bond issue by 
a Philippine company. 

The offer period is up to Oct. 4, the compa- 
ny said in a disclosure to the Philippine Stock 
Exchange. 

Ayala Corp. said it had secured last Tuesday 
the Securities and Exchange Commission's 
approval for the offer period. 

‘The bonds have a coupon rate of 12.677 
percent per year payable quarterly The bonds 
will mature on Oct. 8,2009. 

‘Ayala Corp. has set the closing date of the 
J offer period for Oct. 7 this year. 

‘Ayala will use the proceeds of the bond is- 
sue in refinancing partially its dollar-de- 
jominated bonds, which were issued in 
1999 and will fall due in 2005. In peso 
jterms, the bond is valued at P8.35 billion as 
{of Aug. 31. 

То ensure the bond's wide distribution, Ay- 
{ala has mandated a consortium of local and 
i foreign banks as issue managers. The group is 
{composed of BDO Capital and Investment 
1 Corp., BPI Capital Corp., First Metro Invest- 
1 лел: Corp., ING Bank МУ, Land Bank of the 
; Philippines, PCI Capital Corp. and Standard 
‘Chartered Bank. 

Ayala's move to raise peso-denominated 
funding is consistent with its strategy to 
;shift the bulk of its borrowings to local cur 
тепер. 
| Тре issue was rated PRS Aaa, the highest 
{for a debt issue and is defined as having the 
smallest degree of investment risk, by credit 
{rating agency Philrating 
| The issues give a good indication of the lo- 
{cal markets confidence in Ayala Corp. It is ex- 
{pected to attract a wide investor base, as the 
{minimum investment requirement was set at 
only P50,000. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Petron refinery 
bags ISO seal 


;PETRON Corpo. marked another milestone in 
‘environmental stewardship when it received 
the 180-14001 environmental management 
certification for its Bataan Refinery last Sept. 
2. 

The global certifying body TUV Süd- 
deutschland (SUD) Group cited Petron after it 
conducted a series of environmental audits at 
the oil firm's Bataan Refinery (PBR). 

"The 150-14001 certification affirms our 
long-standing commitment to environmental 
‘care in every aspect of our operations,” said 
Alfred A. Trio, Petron vice president for refin- 
ery, "We have always endeavored to meet, if 
тог exceed, environmental standards set by 
the government through the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources. From 
the Philippine Clean Air Act to the Clean Wa- 
ter and Solid Waste Management Acts, Petron 
has always been at the forefront of environ- 
mental compliance.” 


The current peak demand in 
Сери в placed at 447 MW, where- 
as its dependable capacity stands 
at only 376 MW. 

‘The balance is met by power 
from geothermal-rich Leyte via 
the Leyte-Cebu transmission lines. 

“Cebu is heavily dependent on 
power supply from the Leyte 
geothermal fields to meet its 
growing electricity requirements 
What we want to see is for new 
power generating capacity to be 
installed in the area similar to the 
Panay sub-grid to increase the 
stability and reliability of supply 
in Cebu,” Perez said. 

‘The Panay sub-grid will aso be 
needing an additional 50 MW in 
new capacity by 2008 plus anoth- 
er 50 MW of new capacity each 
year from 2010-2014. 
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that the project could be auctioned 
off to a new contractor with better 


inthe region. 
dle of negotiations last June, Neri 
called for a rebidding and a re- 
design of the expressway project, 
‘which he said was “overpriced.” 

Colayco opposed a rebid, say- 
ing it would delay the project and 
strain relations with Japan, the 
country’s biggest source of offi 
cial development assistance. 


than Metro Manila. 


‘Technology Park. 


The SBMA believes that infras- 
Repubika ng Papas 
 PANGASINAAN NG TUBIG AT ALKANTARILYA SA METRO MANILA 
Metropoltan Watereods and Sewerage Sysiem 
Kafpunan Road, Balara, Quezon Су 1105, Phäppines 


? CORPORATE OFFICE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
‘The Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System (MWSS), in 
‘coordination with the Nafonal Power Corporation (NPC), wil conduci a pubic 
‘icing forthe Supply and Installation of Accelerometers, for Earthquake 
Monitoring at he Angat Hydro-Eiecti Plant in San Lorenzo, Norzagaray, 
Bulacan, denominated as Contract No. AEM. The Approved Budget ofthe 
Contract (ABC) в P7,749,280.83 chargeable against the MWSS NBC common 
find, 
The bidding is open to all interested Contractors who have previous 
experience in the installation ofthe said monitoring instrument. 
с Major Scope of Work 
а. Supiy and instalation of four (4) units Accelerometers 
b. < Training of MWSS and NPC personnel, which includes lecture on 
basics apd reservoir induced seismology, and operation 
and maintenance of he instruments 
с. Submission of Factual Reports 
о Implementation Period - 161 calendar days 
Interested paries may apply for eSgilly and secure the checklist of he 
eig requirements irom he МАЗ Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), 
located а he address below, stating September 27, 200: 
Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC) 
Engineering & Project Management Dept. 
Ground Foor, MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon Cty 
Teleta 929-6068 / 922-2568 
‘The complete set of eligibility requirements must be submitted by the 
Applicants on or belore 5:00 p.m. of October 14, 2004. Orly those ماوع‎ 
‘Apolcants, evaluated by the BAC based submited تضوف‎ requirements, wil 
be invited lo submit their bid proposals on he date of bidding, which wil be 
‘announced later. 
‘The reference ime forthe submission of eligibility requirements shall be he 
Bundy cock located at he above address. Late submission wil not be accepted. 


(Sod) ORLANDO C. HONDRADE 
 Aáministracr 


СЕРЕТ 


tructure projects including the 
expressway will convince more 
foreign businesses to do business 


"The expressway project is seen 
to create the backbone of a new 
economic growth corridor, which 
in time would be more significant 


It aims to provide a direct link 
among the Clark ecozone, Subic 
Freeport, the Luisita Industrial 
Park in Tarlac and the Bataan 


- 13а 


ra nsCo 


National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


‘Date: September 29. 2004 
Contact Na: BCMÓ 2008-007 


(ec) loan tom tho Asian 


2. Tha National Transmission Corporation (Талас administering the bidding of 
Ihe above pije vies sesied bids fom eig 93005 fr The Supp and 
Deinery of Revenue Metering instumant Transformers and Test Equipment 
for Luzon. Visayas and Mindanao. 

Interested енуше Bidders may obiain further information and inspect the 
0000 documents staring борта 29, 2004 atthe folowing address: 

Office of the Manager 

Bias and Contract Management Department 

‘National Tonemasion Corporation 

‘Ground Foor, Power Conter 

‘Quezon Aver Comer BIR Road, Dilman, 

Quezon Cty 1104, Pippinos 

Telephone Nos: 881-212, 981-2219 

Tester No: 921-2508 

rai Address перово ph 
A complete sel of bidding documents In Engish may be purchased by 
fusrested shige bidders or authonzed reprecontatva upon submission of d 
{ete of inteni 10 he above across and upon payment ol non-refundable feo 
{en Thousand Prtippine Pesos (PRP 10.000 00) oF Ore Hundred Eighly US 
Boars (US$ 18000) per set. 


espere Bd 
АП bids must be accompanied by a bid security of Seventy Thousand 
(Ussr0.000 бо US Datars or an equivalent amount in а Неву converte 
улоо and must be debvred io above Осе adress on or belor November 
19.2084. The سس‎ be included with tna technical proposals, Late 
‘Bide ha be весе 

Pre Bid Conference shall be on October 29, 2004 at tha same venue, 

"The technical proposals wil be opened immediately thereafter in the presence 
Sliders representatives who Choose 1 ale. 

The price proposals and supplementary pice proposals, И provided, wil be 
Spaced n ine presenco ofthe Bader Teprosenitives who choose 1o attend 
‘Pie tine and date andthe address fo bo advised by Ina Employer aller 
سكم‎ cl the ADE ofthe vaivaton of ha technical proposals 


(694) DOMINADOR в. GEONZON 
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3-pronged dev't strategy pushed 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo tie product,” Purisima said. “Assum- Further, he said the govem- 

ing that the govemment collects 10 ment needed to encourage more 
TRADE Secretary Cesar V Purisima percent of the GDP in taxes, infras- capital infusion from both local 
yesterday said his department was trocture pays for itself” and foreign investors. 


pushing for a three-pronged ap- 
proach that would drive the econo- 
my to the level at which leading 
markets in Asia are moving. 

Purisima said the campaign in- 
volved the development of basic 
infrastructure, small and medium 
enterprises, and investments and 
exports. 

“Our economy moves like a 
jeepney, at 40 kilometers per hour 


He had said earlierthat thegov- — "Several equity bankers con- 
ernment was creating 2 Philippine servatively estimate that they 
Infrastructure Corp, which would manage over $100 billion in 
undertake at least 10 major pro- funds just from Filipinos. If we 
jects to help develop the economy. can convince these rich Filipinos 
Regarding SMEs, Purisimasaid to have faith in the economy and 
Filipinos—especially the over- invest their money in the country 
seas contract workers—should be then private domestic sources 
encouraged to start their own alone could finance a critical 
businesses and be their own boss mass of projects that would jump- 
rather than be employees. start and sustain the economy." 


during rough times, but we should "We need to convince them to About concerns on “fiscal cri- 
be atin and move faster now sary to атаа businesses while enter into businesses other than sis” Purisima sid the county 
tsthehandleofaS0cemotorcyclemade | that weare the superhighway ofa funding was easily recovered. rentiertypeiones-suchas the op- wasin no such situation 
thy Zhongeen Motor of Ch qoibas ideis global market" he said. “Every peso invested im infas- eration of tricycles, jeep- "Тһе country has access to fi- 
n ара в He explained that well devel- tucture creates а 1040 multiplier neys—which offer very little mul- nancial markets and the budget is 
Per i oped infrastructure was neces. effect—thatis P10 for gross domes- tipliereffect," he said. manageable,” he sai. 


Intel remains 
bullish on RP | 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


CHIP giant Intel Corp. is unperturbed by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's pronouncement that 
the country is now in a fiscal crisis, saying its 
commitment to the country is for the long term. 

‘Asked if the country's fiscal crisis situation 
would affect the company's investment strate- 
gies, Intel Corp. president and chief operating 
officer Paul Otellini answered: "No its not.” 

“We are aware of the situation, of course. 
Weve been here for 30 years. We are not a 
newcomer and we are not a new goer. You 
will see us for the long term. We have a long 
term perspective of our investments here,” he 
told reporters ina briefing yesterday. 

‘The world’s largest chip maker, which first 
set up shop here in 1974, has assembly, test. 
and office facilities at the 20-hectare Gateway 
Business Park site in General Trias, Cavite. 

Intel's local arm, Intel Microelectronics 
Phil. Inc, assembles and tests Flash memory, 
microprocessors and chipsets. 

Flash memory is a key component in cellu- 
lar phones, which also plays an important role 
in computer manufacturing, automotive con- 
trol units, digital cameras, photocopiers, 
games and other household applications. 

Microprocessors and chip sets serve as the 
brain of the computer. Intel is the manufac- 
turer of the widely used Pentium micropro- 
cessors. 

‘The local Intel plant employs more than 
5,000 employees who man a large number of 
production lines as well as various operations 
and functions vital to che chip maker's global 
operations. 

In 2003, Intel invested $140 million in Asia 
to which its Philippine operations belonged. 

While giving assurance that Intel would be 
here to stay for the long haul, Otellini also vis- 
ited the company’s General Trias plant yester- 
day to witness the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding between the local Intel arm 
and the Commission on Information and 
‘Communications Technology. 


RP taxes among 
lowest in Asia—DOF 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT of Finance refuted a 
World Bank study that said “high” taxes in the 
country were partly to blame for low invest- 
ments, saying taxes here were actually the 
lowest in the region. 

Finance Undersecretary Grace Tan told re- 
porters that Philippine tax rates were compa- 
rable with prevailing rates in the region, P 
adding that the local value added tax rate was 
one of the lowest. 

DOF data showed that the Philippines im- 
posed a 10-percent VAT, against the 13 per- 
cent in Mongolia, 17 percent in China, and 
12.5 percent in Sri Lanka. Fiji, Papua New 
Guinea, Korea, Nepal, Indonesia and Thai 
land also impose a 10-percent VAT. 

‘The DOF reacted to the World Bank Devel- 
opment Report for 2005, which said that high 
tax rates in the Philippines were among the 
top three constraints to doing business here, 
along with an unreliable power supply and 
corruption. 

Other constraints cited were policy uncer- 
tainties and crime. 

Tan said taxes could not be blamed for low 
investments because tax rates in the Philip- 
pines were competitive. 

“The tax rates here are not so high, plus in- 
vestors are privileged with so many fiscal in- 
centives,' said Tan. 

Тап also defended the government's pro- 
posed tax measures, saying that the low tax 
rates in the country provide a lot of room for 
additional taxes, She added that the proposed 
measures were not even new ones, but merely 


a . 
rationalization of existing taxes. 
‘Tan also said "sin" products, cigarettes and 
alcohol were taxed much lower in the Philip- > 


pines than in other countries. 


‘This made cigarettes and alcohol very af- 


. 
fordable, even to the low-income Filipino ' 
earners, she said- | 
In the DOF's proposed bill on sin taxes, tax 
rates on cigarettes would be increased by 


30.1 percent and to index it against inflation | 
every two years. 


- ~ 3 ~ * 3 | 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 


Milk firm heeds call to save underfed children 


By Michelle V. Remo 


ROYSON is one of many children living 
ina slum area in Pasay City 

But he does not play like other boys 
his age, for he isso weakened by malnu- 
trition that he could not even walk. 

Fortunately, he became one of the 
beneficiaries of the feeding program of 
Mead Johnson Philippines. 

‘And after just six months, he took his 
first steps. 

Royson is one of 
the thousands of 
children that bene- 
fited from Mead 
Johnson's "Masus- 
tansyang Gatas Alay ng Mead Johnson 
sa Batang Pilipino.” 

Jo Ann Verdadero-Salamat, Mead 
Johnson corporate affairs manager, 
said Mead Johnson launched the pro- 
gram to respond to the government's 
"urgent call to reduce the number of 
malnourished children. 


MJ BENEFICIARIES—Welfareville Mandaluyong 


According to Salamat, milk is expen- 
sive, thus poor families could not afford 


tobuyitfor their children. 


dren of poor families are given an equal 
Through the feeding program, chil- 


chance of being fed with Mead Johnson 


SUE ETE 
o your health 


milk products, like Enfagrow, Lactum, Alacta- 
Grow and Sustagen. 

The milk-feeding program is divided into. 
modules, 

Under one module, 30 malnourished chi 
dren from а project site, aged seven years old 
and below, are fed with their milk require- 
ments every day for six months, 

‘The number of glasses given to a child рег 
day depends on his or her malnutrition level. 
Nutritionists gauge the health requirements 
of each children based on their age and 
weight. 

Salamat said that a two-year-old, fo 
stance, should weigh 12 kilos. The farther one. 
is from his or her ideal weight, the more glass- 
es of milk is given to that child. 

The milk-feeding program is being carried 
out nationwide. 

It is a tie-up between Mead Johnson, the 
Department of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment, and the non-government organization 
Bisig ng Kalahi, 

The local DSWD unit implements the pro- 
gram and Mead Johnson comes in to provide 
the free milk and help Kalahi in monitoring 
the children’s progress. 

Since the program started in July 2002, over 
3,000 children in 97 sites have been fed. Mead 
Johnson spends about P120,000 worth of free 
milk for every project site, Salamat said. 

Salamat recalls Royson's graduation, 

"The graduation was very emotional. 
When his name was called, he personally 
walked toward the stage to get his diploma. 
Everybody was so happy to see him walking; 

‘was like a miracle” said Salamat. 

Salamat said that the program does not 
end with feeding the children with milk. 
Aware of the importance of sustainable devel- 
opment, Mead Johnson, DSWD and Kalahi 
concludes each module by giving nutrition 
training to the children's mothers. 

She said the training includes teaching 
mothers how to prepare low-cost nutritious 
meals, advising them on what healthy yet 
cheap food to buy from the market, budget- 
ing, and cooking. 

She cited viands like ginataang sayote with 
dilis and malunggay, as well as munggong gisa- 
do with dried fish as some of the low-cost yet 
nutritious menu that are taught to the mothers. 

Salamat said the training courses are pre- 
pared by the DSWD, which also takes charge 
of sending the lecturers. 

Mead Johnson likewise sends its nutrition- 
ists to give lectures, she said. 

“Teaching mothers with meager resources 
how to provide nutritious food to their chil 
dren is important to ensure sustainability of 
the children’s health. 
= Salamat said Mead Johnson hoped that the 
nilk-feeding program, which the company 
commits to be its permanent social-responsi- 
bility project, could significantly help in the 
governments nation-building efforts. 

Keeping Filipinos—especially the 
young—healthy is one of the first considera- 
tions before the government could even think of 
economic progress, so believes Mead Johnson. 

Mead Johnson came to the Philippines in 
1962, and established its first manufacturing 
plant in the country, situated along Chino Ro- 
ces in Makati, in 1968. 

‘Mead Johnson Philippines is now one of 
the leading milk manufacturers in the coun- 
try, and is contributing dollars to the Philip- 
pines through its exports to Indonesia. 


MJ BENEFICIARIES—Brgy. Langgam San 
Pedro Laguna 
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Gürnesum Vie (EV) Forms to the Осе ofthe Board 
Secretary. LNU Bosra of Regents together with те folowing 
Sopporng documents. 
Detaled Curcuum Via 
Xerox бору of палео of Records or Diplomas 
Моторола Evaluation Result 
Medical Cerifcate of Physical Fitness issued by a 
{goverment physician rom a regional medica! cenar 
оте Орасан tom the flowing 
Ombudsman 
Sandigan Bayan 
©. Gu Service Commision 
& Nationa! Bureau о Investigation 
6. Applicant's Proposed Vision, Mission and Development 
Punt or he unversty wih а lour- year peed 
Important : Аробсаль must subi s )6( setslcopies each of thelr 
Pre Forma Application Lote, Applicants Infomation 
Form, CV Forme and all supporting documents 
mentioned above nolle than October 29,2008. The 
Priora Appicaon Letter, Applicants Infomation 
Form and CV Forms can be chianed пот the Оле of 
те Board Secretary of tre LAU Board ol Regent, LNU, 
Patemo St, Тадобап Ciy. 
eH 
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ERRATUM 
In the advertisement of National Transmission. 
Corporation, Invitation to Bid: Consultancy 
Services lor Transco 2003 External Asset 
Valuation Project published Sept 27, 2004 in ths 
paper, paragraph 5 should have read "AI bis. 

forthe Contract lo bid shal bo REJECTED instead 


о subjected. 
Our apologies. | 


ore starr nenne ver. 


ЕЕЕ 


Silver Year 
Jor DMMHS-QC Class 0 


MEMBERS of Don Mariano Marcos High School-QC Class 
780 (now San Francisco High School) will mark their Silver 
Alumni Homecoming on Jan. 15, 2005 at St. Charbel Ex- 
ecutive Village Clubhouse, Mindanao Avenue, Tandang 
Sora, Quezon City from 5 p.m. onwards. Members who 
have not yet registered are reminded to contact: Ramon A. 
Zamuco, Jr. at 885-8935/ 0916-8919399; Raul Bernal at 
920-1945/09178274010; Ophie Ramos at 920-1945/ 
09163425692; Emma Pagdilao at 0917-5354945. Batch 
mates may access our group email address: 
dmmhs_batch80@yahoogroups.com. 
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AFTER A VERY SUCCESSFUL FIRST YEAR, 
IT’S BACK WITH EVEN MORE FOREIGN TRADE OPPORTUNITIES! 


`. September 29 - October 1, 2004 ; z 
World Trade Center, Metro Manila, Philippines 


КӨНЕН 


Come and visit 
this international 
trade exposition! 


TRADE OBJECTIVES 
то foster closer economic ties 
between China and the Philippines 
through a showcase of the various 
business opportunities available in 
Chongqing With China ranked as 

i the Philippines’ major trading 

из. the expo shall reflect the 

Continuing vitality and dynamism of 
ош bilateral trade relations. 


EXHIBIT PROFILE. 
Being the largest vehicle and 
motorcycle base in China, the China 
CChongaing Expo wil feature the 
motorcycle, automotive, engine & 
‘spare parts Industry. 


Other industries also featured in the 


agricultural machinery, car 
accessories, women's accessories 
and many others. 


Back-To-Back With 
NEIN NAL 
EXPOSITION 
MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING 


Defnitey me biggest gathering of 
^ ‘engineering technologies! 
орото ciel Né Wa Trade Cont 


Р, 


Premier Events 
P d Plus Group, inc. 


(632) 9297963199, 4269603, 4364209 
PEPGroupcom * www PEPGroup.com 


Fast Rate Project ck 


After September 28, 2004, you may call 
iod Trade Center at 5515151 for inquires 


need 
Servi 


three 
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Jardine Lloyd Thompson Insurance Brokers, Inc. 


JARDINE LLOYD THOMPSON INSURANCE BROKERS 
Incorporated 


multinational company, engaged in 
rance, reinsurance broking, risk consultancy and pre-need services is in immediate 
of experienced or young Marketing Professionals to be part of its Sales and 
icing team. f you think you possess the following qualifications: 


College graduate, preferably Engineering, Law, Marketing or Business Management, 
from a reputable schoo! (at least belong to the top 10 of your class) 


Good oral and written communication skills 
Pleasing personality, and at ease when talking/meeting new people 
Goad moral character 


Experienced in servicing and business solicitation of life, non-life and health lines 
preferred but not a must 


Highly skilled in Microsoft Office 
Pro-active and could work with minimum supervision and results-oriented 


Please send (in a sealed envelope marked CONFIDENTIAL) your updated resumé con- 
taining your personal data, academic background, professional experience and at least 


‘character references, together with your letter of application, transcript of records 


and one passport size picture to: 


The Chief Financial Officer 

Jardine Lloyd Thompson Insurance Brokers, Inc. 
25th Floor, Philamlife Tower 

8767 Paseo de Roxas, 

1226 Makati City 


A Jardine Matheson Associate Company 


The country's leading newspaper is looking for: 


JUNIOR INQUIRER EDITOR 


СТРА 


Cotege or 

5 yours pononco as а prater 

1 T Year expenece i acting stores and designing / ayouling pages 

1 Eang тон casas Long at, eim hs, pros гаете ite 
ana Computar skis 

+ Knomiedgo of basie Edloral operations In newspapor Industy 


tune malor п Mass Communications or Engish 


Responsibty: 


"7^! natio Junior Inquirer Dapscimon o ensure that nams and photo coverages or ne Junior 
Ing comply win tno company goat ot оопа! овес 
‘Send your application letter and comprehensive resumé to: 
HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
Pipe Daly Inquirer 
сло Roces Avenue (former Pasong Tama) 
(Comer Yague and Mascardo Sweets, aka Cty 
Ёла: recrutmertinqueezcom gh 


Picture yourself Me in their shoes 


in their headsets 


Our Customer Service Representatives come from different schools in Metro Manila and the 
provinces. They have had different past jobs from various industries. Some were teachers, 
salesmen, med reps, or CSRs from other call centers. Some are fresh grads, housewives, or 
people going back to the workforce after years of pursuing other personal interests. They have 
different ages (anywhere from 20 to secret), different college degrees, different hobbies, talents, 
past lives, etc. You can say we celebrate diversity. What they do have in common are the following: 


| == they love talking on the phone for hours on end (we mean this literally) 
| = they like interacting with new people from different countries 
= they love exploring new opportunities and learning new things 
| = they're night people (they love to work at night and sleep during the day) 
= they're comfortable conversing with foreigners (Americans, Hispanics, Europeans, 
Asians) using American English 
= they're good with basic math - addition, subtraction, multiplication, division 
= they have a passion for helping other people 


If you have these qualities, have a college degree, are computer proficient, and have strong 
customer service skills- chances are, you can become one of our good Customer Service | 
Representatives (Inbound/Outbound). If you've always wanted to work in a call center, you might 
as well join the head of the pack. 


We are also accepting applications for ‘Trainers 
PARLANCE SYSTEMS Inc. 


Hand cary your resume and 1X1 picture to: 
PLOT Compound Nicanor Garcia comer Jupiter Sts., Makati City 
Emall it to: psi@pariancs.com.ph 


ePLDT 


Send your resumé instantly. 199 · 


} 


Employer of the Year. 
2004 f 


Personnel Management Association of the Philippines 
- (PMAD) 


The “Employer ofthe Year” 
Award by the Personnel 
Management Association of the 
Philippines (PMAP) is considered the 
most coveted award in the area of 
human resources management. 


We, in Pfizer, are deeply honored to have 

been given this outstanding distinction. This 

recognition further affirms Pfizer's selection as 

one of the “Best Employers” in 2001 by the 

prestigious Hewitt Associates-Asia Wall Street 
Journal-Far Eastern Economic Review. 


At the core of Pfizer are its values and leader behaviors 
which embolden our vision, shape our decisions and 
propel our business leadership in pharmaceuticals, 
consumer health, animal health and gelatin capsules. 
The successful acquisition of Warner-Lambert and 
Pharmacia in the last few years proved that values and 
leader behaviors are alive at Pfizer. 


Pfizer actualizes its Core Value of Respect for People 

through innovative Employer of Choice initiatives designed 
to draw out excellence from colleagues in the pursuit of 
extraordinary goals. Among others, we are proud of our 
company-wide leadership development and mentoring 

programs in partnership with the Asian Institute of 
Management, our total compensation package that includes 
the pioneering flexible benefits scheme and opportunities 
to establish work-life balance. 


Pfizer lives out its Core Value of Community through 
groundbreaking partnership programs involving major 
stakeholders in government, medical community, patient 
groups, academe and industry. These programs articulate 
our sincere commitment to making a sustainable and 
significant difference in the community by addressing 
health care concerns. 


This award is a tribute to the men and women of Pfizer 
who have the passion to making the lives of our fellow 
Filipinos healthier, longer and happier. 


S77 ue ts our еу w 
www.pfizer.com.ph 


Community 


Customer Focus 


27 
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ae John Clements our CLIENTS ARE GROWING 


Consultants, Ine. AND SO ARE WE! 


FINANCIAL ADVISORS 


E 


BE Eos 


| WANTED IMMEDIATELY жану еген @ 3) NATIONAL engeren 
Province of Negros Occidental د‎ 
تين‎ 1 бе ofthe Philippines 
E TOP I eer INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
Bala prre han sen Con naa BACH POP Deja tomes aceon سا‎ agony obige 
Apply: 5 Dakilang Lumpo St. m Wn Te Led FOR шт AND sm E meinen Be (SOO ANAC, POPP, Canlorenee Room, Огде. ao 
Bara Toro, ачаа Quezon iy ب‎ онаа ы сынык иран | | es =. 
925-6493; 426-4795; Sr. Nelly or Sr. Elma ‘CONSTRUCTION OF MURCIA PUBLIC MARKET ее w 
= (2-sorey Moin Sg. Dry Marke ond Ме Market Sigh) | تسم‎ REN 
SPECIAL PACKAGES 5 = 
HONGKONG & SHENZHEN $179 089 
BANGKOK к we 
SINGAPORE $279 Ы 
Е E ai iepa لل لوا يوت ليزت‎ 
NSO-Auihentication 300.00 DE aren эн ec of tan overt rd. Se: 3 === d 
VINECYN TRAVEL AGENCY p а жне ne ИЕ лы гш: ыи ШШ 
Tel #721-631 s. oy eraras and opening o pct or Eby ca Om 28 nee е 5 
ST Y gc ne ae ЗЕ ةس‎ та ий Banner ted 
- T а en Name TR ee ee ee n 
Your career might o. EE, ышна» tsar sxe BAC and openinge вен 
i m ры 0 — 
only be a click of the Lo тоби 
noise ange ا‎ aay den ones : 
ов + оззумосамтеза, самте en 
AWAY. а. LEES ahr Cant cc 


celebrating thirty years of partnering for people excellence 
visit www.johnclements.com forjobs 


REPUBLIKA NG PILPINAS. = 


Б САНААМ NG PANNA 
WANIHAN NG 
КА NGRENTASINTERNAS 298 
* September 22. 2004 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bureau ol intemal Revenue (BIR) inves interested parties lo apply lor 
gilt and to bid fo 


Name of Project 


Procurement of Ora Thousand (1,000) 
Places Commemorative Plates 

BIR National Отсо 

P1,500,000.00 

Thirty (20) Calendar days upon receipt of 
Notice o Award 

ээ Appropriations 


Location of tho Project 
Approved Budget 
Delivery Date 


Source of Funding 


Al interested parties may got th Ding documents rom the BAC Secretariat, 
fo Procurement Bvision a Room 605, th Flor. BIF-NOB, Dilan, Quezon Сау 
Sling Seplomber 24, 2004, upon payment of nonrefundable fee ol Five 
Hundred Pesos (500.00). 
Pre-Bid Co 
the 6th Floor, Procurement Conference Room, BIR-NOB, Di 
Quezon City. 
Deadline lor the submission and oparing o ek requirements, technical 
cnl proposals shall be on October 19, 2004 at 8:00 am. at he Sih 
IR-NOB, Diliman, Quezon. 


and 
Floor, Procurement Division Conference Foot, 
су, and allowed by tha opaning ol ne bids. 

"The citer to be used by the BIR in the folowing: (a) aigibilly check of 
prospective bidders (6) examination and evalualion of bids; and (c) post- 
{ualfcaton, shal be on а non-diserelonar "passa bass, 

The BIR assumes no abigafon whatsoever to compensate or indemnity 
the bidders or any excusa or loss inat they may incur in tha preparation ol het 
bi. The BIR also reserves the right lo reoct any огай bids, waive any of he 

required formally therein and accept the bids most advantageous to the 
‘government. 

For paricuars, pease inque from the BACT Secretariat, ths the Chil, 
Procurement Division at Room 605 th Flor, BIR-NOB, Derman, Quezon Сау or 
fall telephone nos. 926-5547, 925-5538 and 928-2026 (la), or emal us at 
‘elute @bicgoush unti October 18, 2004. 


(Sod) MILAGROS V. REGALADO 
Assistent Commissioner - Legal Service 
Charmag, Bs and Awards Commies 


уи. эзне 


NEW JOBS 


Systems Engineer 
Personal Computer Specialists, Inc. 


IT Sales Consultant 
Personal Computer Specialists, Inc. 


Programmer 
J-SYS Philippines 


Programmer Trainee 
J-SYS Philippines 


VB.Net/ASP.Net and VB/ASP Developers 
Sequel Solutions, Inc. 


Quality Assurance Trainee 
‘Sequel Solutions, Inc. 


Apply Online Now! 
Register at www.itpros.ph. 


IT JOBS. IT BUSINESS. IT EDUCATION 
Showcasing the best of Philippine ICT. 


T . “CLASSIFIEDS 2: 
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National Power Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


NPC-MMSD 2004-017 
“Th Bids nd Amands Cone (ВАС ММО c NPC Ives interested bidders o apply 
orig and o bi lor he Ойл) requrenents. 
Sehe- Osta) епоса PA Naso No. 
de Tad 
Pisce ot 
p 
1 oet 19.2004 
OAM 
po 


« VB Реза 136000000 


эро POOSIOTSAAMADIEAN 175300000 


MAT PEDULZOABINTISSS 4221349000 


Sese 
Заема berS Я РМ. 
Sean Geer TOT ЭРЫ 


Complete sets cf Apicaton om or Еду and Bd Documents may be obtained rom 
Tre Materi Managemen! Senices Dion, Matenais Management Dept of NEC 
‘Dian, Quezon Cay wih Tel No. 8245357 19245477 upon payment o! ronelundable 
feel PHP 50000 ри schade string on September 23,2004 tom 830 1o 11:30 AM. 
олу. No bid documents wi be ued 3 days Dekore е dale of big 
Bids wil be received he азирлеп Bing Room, MSD. MMD. NPC, Dan, Quezon 
‘Gy on he date ала эле speed above оле wich Бу Requirements ard Bd 
Propel ile opened п Те presence c ening baders Cental o'i 
issued by PSOMMSO wil be ronored proved eal he ماه دمن‎ s sS valid. 
Prospective Bidders shal у corlormarce о big terms ard condiions as reged 
‘and at ensure те same Frau proper subrassonexecton in accordance wih he 
IRA epe Act No. 9184 
Tho абе shal turmish as part ol cher da bid securi he amount equivalent oa 
peerage ole approved budze! ir Me contrari ما‎ Se dn De orn cl Cas Manager 
Esti Check revoca Later fret One Percent (1%). Bank Guarariee - One 
anda hal parcere (ЎЫ, Sunty Bond- Tuo and a hal percent 2 5%) penal and callable 
On demand issued by a Surety or Insurance Company acceded by Ве Oca ol he 
Insurance Commission 
NPC reserves he right io reject any or al bids at any бте prior ما‎ анал of contact waive 
any elects here and accep he oller most oe Corporation, иод 
erey солт; any отте йота г) abit wrascever o ofset expenses or osses 
the bata may тол ате preparaten ot a bids and) Olga ما‎ nomm aid 
Бог er Dies of те rods or те bass of Ie BAC s acon. 
(Sa) LORENZO S. MARCELO 
Caiman, Bas and Awards Сотто 
СНС 


Cars for SALE 
1. Red 2001 Silverado, leather seats, 4 
2. Green 1997 E150, Pilot Seats 

3. Black 1997 Infinity 


Please Call or Text : 0917-5333334 or 0922-3305660 


OBITUARIES _ 


Our Dearly Beloved 


солш Фатво Sarmiento 


is now away from the body and at home 

with our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:8)... 
Our loving God healed her completely 
оп September 27, 2004 at the age of 69. 


She will be lovingly remembered by her husband Eladio, her children Betty 
dchildren and other 


and Edgar, Lolit and Jun, Abel and Ruth and her gra 
relatives and friends. 


Her rema 


ins lie in state at the Arlington East, Pasig City. 


Sora, Quezon City. 


Interment is on October 2, 2004, 11:00 a.m. at Himlayang Pilipino, Tandang 
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Ж ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation. 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO 


Date: Soplonber 28,2004 
Contact No. BCMD.2004.004R 

Contact Мо: BCMD.2004-004R - Supply and Delivery ol Sel Poles For CY 
2004 forthe Operation and Maintenance 
ot Transco. 

‘The contract 1o be рейотпо@ by the sucoosshul bidder shali consist o! supply? 

‘and deivering the requred Sie Poles 10 th designated Substations of 

National Transmission Corporation, 

“The Approved Budge! forthe Contac to be bid is PB1,038.,410.00 from the 

interni Cash Generation o! TransCo. 

Application for Egiilty is open to Filpino and Foreign manufacturers, 

Sigphersióenens dainbutors who are inthe stes poles business lor east 

{ve (5) years and have the legal, echnical and mania requeies of he 

irae to be b 

Foreign bidders who wish to participato in Iho procurement ol goods must 

‘rove at her поросшие country of ori gran reciprocal rights 1o Fino 

©шепз wit respecitoprocuroment ol goods yo government In comptanca. 

‘wah AA No. Si83. 

‘Applicaton for Elgbity shal e evaluated using "PASSIFAIL стела. All 

‘Se equal 10 or lower than ha Approved Budget for the Contract to bo Bid 


al be evaluated basod onto responsiveness of ho supple’ oller to the 
ira under bidon subject ta Post qulieaten Before an award в made. 
Ва Press submited her Pan he Approved Budget or the Contract To bo 
Ба shal ba rejected and returned олп. 


921-2308 upon | 
Presentation of Letter of intent and a payment ol non-ralundabie 1 ol ‘| 
P10.000.00 
Deadine tor submission ot sled, duly accomplished Application ЕМУ 
Forme, statements and Did Proposals (Technical and Prica) shall be on 
‘November 10, 2004, 1:30 p.m. al ho Folmon C. Rodriguez Function Асот, 
Natonal Transmission Corporation, Power Training Comer Bung, Quezon 
"vence comer IR Road, Dirman, Quezon Сау, Meiro Mania. Late ds shall 
not be accopto. 
Pre-&d Conference shall be held on October 10, 2004 at the above venue. 
Manutctrers,supptertdenler,dtrbutors nat yet included in ө TraneCo's 
Ustot registered Suppeers/Coniacirs, who wishes о partcpata in he public 
ang, n order to fais vig viety checkiscteenng. are requested оараг 
канте regtraton orice mentones avave Dy submit Io falowing bate 
ее duly noiarzed. wich sould be maintanod curenl and updated 
"a least once а year. A corticata ci Regısraben wil ba issued o suppers 
Coniraciors upon approval, 
Department of Trade and Industry (РТ) business name registration or 
Secures and Exchange Commission (SEC) registration сопіса, as 
appropriate; 
Mayor's permit andor municipal icense o tha current year; 
Сору c Taxpayer’ пиано Number [TIN] sued by ha BIR: 
Nolaized sstement of the prospectivo beider inat t ts rol "Ыскат 
or bared trom ыз by any government agency, fe or corporate: 
Audios financial statements, stamped "receved by the BIR ог ts duy 
accredited and authorized iattulons, 1 the Immediately preceding 
Calendar year, showing, among ото. In prospective bidder’ otal and 
rent stent and lables еам o Income Tax Retur and Recept: 
For foreign biddors the required documents applicable to entes doing 
Business т ро Phigpnes shall be substisted by ће appropriato aguialent 
documents issued by loregn bidder's cour, which documents shall be duy 
acknowiedges onauinenteate by the Phiippne Consulate erat 
Note: Prospective bidders may also submi te above requiremonts togother 
wan тег Elgsty Forms and Documents Gung the deadhne or na 
левой of 2010007 requirements and Did proposats (Technical 
nd Pree) 
Transco reserves the right о оф any application tor Еу or all bids 
‘hut feng any reason, waive any roqured formal herein, and to make 
An award 10 he bidder whose proposal is most advantageous lo the 
goverment. 
Tha Contract to be bid shat be governed by the Provisions of RA. 9184 and 
As иретти; Rules апа Regulation. 
эз. Addtiona iniormation shall be tumished upon request. Al communications 
Should be addressed tothe undersigned al he aforemantones address. 


(бо) DOMINADOR з. GEONZON 
Chaman 
Bids and Award Committee 


Where you 


find the best. 
doors 


happiness of his soul. 


E lose if, 
A and | 
Wiener 
loses his lile 
for my sake 
Will find il 
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matthew 5А 


Eligio and Bernardo Mallari, 
del Rosari 


Quezon City. 


, Inc., Quezon City. 
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ELENA MALLARI QUEJADA Ҹәм 


Peacefully joined our Creator 
оп September 28, 2004 at the age of 51. 

A loving wife to her husband Reynaldo; responsible 
mother to her child Noel Angelo, sweet sister to Di 
ster-in-law to Edwin 
Сау and Corazon Mallari. 

Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Inc., 


Interment will be at Himlayang Pilipino on 
October 3, 2004 after the 8:00 a.m. Mass at La Funeraria 


SS — 


Я امومع‎ 1 cunaman 
f Peel joined our Crestor 
on Sender A 200 eth ag ef 50. 


His remains lie in state at Holy Trinity 
Memorial Chapels, Sucat Road, Paralaque. 
Cuy. * 


Cremation Mass will be at the Holy 
‘Trinity Memorial Chapels Crematorium at 
12:00 noon, Friday, October 1, 2004, 


E TC Bahain 


has joined his wife Aurora and peacefully rested in the infinite | 
| 
| 
| 
|| 


warmth and embrace of our Lord on September 28, 2004. 


His loving children Alda and spouse Benny, Jose Angelito, 
and Jose Jr. and spouse Claudine; his loving grandchildren 
Martha, Aaron and Amos; his sisters Mrs. Elisa B. Parungao, 
Mrs. Patricia B. Custodio and Mrs. Rosalina B. Navarro; his 
relatives and friends request for the eternal repose and 


His remains lie in state at the Don Bosco Memorial — Hope 
Chapel, Pasay Road, Makati City. 


Cremation will be on October 2, 2004, 8: 
Trinity Crematorium, Sucat Road, Paranaque City. 


a.m, at the Holy (82 
(s 


NES 


LORNA Q. VALENZUELA 
Died in the Grace of our Lord on September 28, 2004 
‘at the age of 45. 
Her body lies at her residence at Matuyatuya, Torrijos, Marinduque. 
Interment will be on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2004 
‘at the Matuyatuya Cemetery. 
AUGUSTO Р. TRINIDAD 
Joined his Creator on September 27, 2004 
at the age of 82. 
His body hes in state at the residence of former Congresswoman 
Pacita Т. Gonzalez & DOJ secretary Raul Gonzalez, 
Interment will be on October 2 in Iba, Zambales, Catholic Cemetery. 


EManila;Memoria THURSDAY. 2004 PHILIPPINE РА! 
[ ingithe Way 


zen OBITUARIES 


| mamma ooo tom, 


—————— 


I Loving Memory of 
CL (Re) US Ae Too 


. FL 


of Meycauayan, Balacan 


Who peacefully joined his (Got on September 26, 2004 at the age о 64. 


Hs lasad ify od Dinan, MD; 

Ше. Сања D. Hro, DMD; Chrisa 9 Кы, MD. and Patrick Rhode, MD; 
My, dig DA, dad Cate Mica The, CTA, LCL (USMC) Relat А Th 
еШ Sofa Kelly Rodi und fc Patch Rade 
brothers Ricarda and Smells Iro; Aity. jose Antonis and eLoardes V. Flore 
sisters Rosario ei Anlanio Galang; Cornell ci Arts Goria 


request the pious readers lo pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Capilla dela Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Funeral Mass and final rites will be held 
on October 1, 2004, Friday; 9:30 AM at the Main Church. 
In lieu of flowers, please give donations to Tuloy Foundation, Inc. 


up 


د 
In Loving Memory‏ 
on the First Death Anniversary of‏ 


1 ЕЁ TORRENTE YOINGCO 
“мом” 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
on September 30, 2003. 
Her husband ANGEL Q. YOINGCO: 
children, grandchildren, brother and other relatives 
‘hal offer Holy Masses at the following churches 
on September 30, 2004: 
Ina ng Laging Saklolo, Tagaytay City 
De La Salle, Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Daughters of Charity, Tagaytay City 
St. John Don Bosco Parish, 
‘Mandaluyong City 
Sto. Domingo Church, Quezon City 


“A rare and great light has gone out, but one that has all others shine brighter” 


Atty. Dolores Peralta Acuna 


Former Board Member of Pangasinan - 1956-1964 
Founder 
Rural Bank of Malasiqui, Inc. 
Rural Bank of Bautista, Inc. 
Kaunlaran Rural Bank, Inc. 


National Shrine of our Lady of Lourdes, Q.C. 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd, Fairview Q.C. 
San Lorenzo Parish Charch, 
Pleasant Hill, SIDM, Bulacan 
Sia. Rafaela Maria (House of Spirituality) 
Gloria Ш, T.Sora. 


Pencefully joined our Lord and her husband Atty. Jose Al Acuña and son Gil 
at the age of 82 last September 25, 2004. 


Her bereaved children: Gil (deceased) & Monet, Prescy & Pete Cruz, 
Menchu & Bob Sacramento, Becky, Boy & Marites, Annabelle & Vincent 
Pastoral, Eric & Rosalie. Her loving grandchildren Joselle, Joel, Josef, 
Michelle, Reg, Dada & Erik, Richie, Jasmine, King, Jeffrey, Ana, Karmina, 
Vanessa, J-5, Rica, Gary, Alvin, Harold, Avigail, Bernadette, Monica, _ 
Junior, Jiro, Erica, request prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


The Missionary Sisters 
Servants of the Holy Spirit 


“Announce the death of 
SISTER IDMARA, S.Sp.S. 
(NELIA NOLLEDO) 


‘on September 29, 2004 at the age of 71 
at the Convent of the Holy Spirit, Quezon City. 
Mass of the Resurrection will be offered on 
Saturday, October 2, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. 

‘At Christ the King Seminary 
E. Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will follow. 


Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon 
City. 


Cremation will be on Saturday, October 2, 2004, immediately after the 
7:00 a.m. Mass at the Paz Crematory. 


*. absent rom the body tobe posent withthe Lord" 3 مسمس‎ 
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; Best Outsourcer Category 


FOR FOUR STRAIGHT YEARS; ETELECARE HAB 
BESTED OVER 200 CALL CENTERS IN THE 
WORLD AND HAS BEEN CITED AS THE 


BEST OUTSOURCER ar THE 
INTERNATIONAL GALE DENTER MANAGEMENT: 
(GEM) CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION: THIS 
RECOGNITION FROM ICCM, THE INDUSTRY'S 
MOST PRESTIGIOUS, AWARD GIVING BODY AND, 
THE LARGEST CALL CENTER TRADE SHOW IN 
THE WORLD, IS THE-197 AWARD IN 
ETELEGARE’S OPERATION IN FOUR YEARS. © 


TO ALL OUR EMPLOYEES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES; CLIENTS, INVESTORS AND 
BUSINESS PARTNERS, 


THANK You 


Surer, увы ware THE JS mank А TRUE ; 
осе ; 1 e | e С a re 
У € Suse, 2 Internatlonal 


The world’s most awarded 
and largest Asia-based call center 


MANILA севу 

ZU CyberOne Bulding (Megaworld). 1-306 Керро! Buldlng, 

Eastwood Ciy. Bagumbayan, Quezon City Samar Loop, Cebu City 
Tel (632) 415-8081 0 66 

үрк PBCom Tower 5798 душа Avenue or 415-8124 

RENT Polio ue tet Or wwwatelocare.com 


ты (632) 580-8590 Fax (692) 687-4841 


ETELECARE I5 POWERED BY! 


country's leading TT ry at 


< CI Netcom = FE 2 OCLC Servet 


A Member ol he Chia etam Group 
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protection 


Vehicle 
show ends 
Sunday 


THE 2004 CALTEX 
Delo Sport Truck & 
Custom Car Show 
yesterday орепей 
with much fanfare to 
the motoring public. 

Presented by Cal- 
tex Delo Sport, the 
show is ongoing until 
Sunday at the Mega- 
trade Hall of SM 
Megamall B, Ortigas 
Center, Mandaluy- 
ong City. It is open 
fom 10 am. to 9 
pm 

Арап from the 
multitude of crowd 
drawing show cars 
on display, the spot- 
light will also be on 
Delo Sports Synthet- 
ic Blend. It is a syn- 
theticbased engine 
ой designed for gaso- 
line- or diesel-pow- 
ered SUVs, 4x43 and 
pickups of American, 
European or 
Japanese make, es- 
pecially those with 


turbochargers, su- 
perchargers, ` inter- 
coolers and EGR sys- 
tems. 


Said Caltex prod. 
uct category manag- 
er Jean-Ernest 
Maning be- 
lieve that the Caltex 
Delo Sport Truck, 
Custom Car and Bike 
Show 2004 is one of 
the best events where 
we can showcase our 
product to the motor- 
ing public.” 
Organized by 
Tradeshow Interna- 
tional Inc., the 2004 
Caltex Delo Sport 
‘Truck & Custom Car 
Show has become the 
"in" venue for sport 
truck, custom car, au- 
tomotive racing and 
now, motor bike en- 
thusiasts bringing to- 
gether under one 


THECEFIRO has bumper 


go head-to-head-to-head 


Text by Tessa В. Salazar 
Photos by Alex P. Loinaz 


IGHT off the bat, we wish to 
Rss for our seeming in- 
'el-mis- 


sensitivity to the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


headlamps and headlamp leveling device. 
But, you know, sometimes we have to go 
against the grain, jump ой the bandwagon and 
counter the flow. Just to do things differently. 
‘And, believe it or not, big engines still do com- 
mand a large market in this country regardless 
of the direction fuel prices are going. 

And what's more, today's big engines know 
how to maximize fuel on their own, thanks to 
technology. Compared to the 3-liter V6s and 
V8s three decades ago, the present EFI (elec- 
tronic fuel injection) technology, for instance, 


ers.” Why so? The next paragraphs 
will talk about big engines, seven- 
figure price tags, and overly luxuri- 
ous amenities. These certainly 
wouldn't sit well with the budget- 
and fuel-conscious car buyers who 
might be seeking us for advice on 
how and where best to buy a 
half-million-peso worth 
compact sedans and 
hatchbacks that run = 
12km to the liter. 


1 ic. > 
Fuel supply: Electronic Concentrated Engine 
Control System 

“Type VOSODE DOHC 24Valve. 

Engine displacement 2,988ce 

Max power 220ps/6,400 

Max Torque 29.3 kg-m/4,000 rpm 
Transmission type 4-speed AT with Overdrive 
Dimensions 

Length 4,875 

Width 1,780 mm 

Height 1,435mm 

Safety 

Rear backup sensor 

Antilock brake system with Electronic Brake 
force and brake assist 

Passenger safety сей 


US]‏ ااه عام لوعف 
Fuel supply: Electronic Fuel injec-‏ 
tion‏ 

Type v6; 24V, one, wri 
Engine displacement 2.99500 
Max power 212h9/5,6007om 
Max Torque 288Nmi4,400 rpm 
Transmission уре S-speed AT 
with super ECT 

Dimensions 

Length 425mm 

Width 1,810mm 

Height {505mm 

Safety 

Wipplash Injury Lessening 
Anti-lock brake system with 4- 
wheel Electronic Brake forco and 
brake assist 


Clearance and back sonar sen- 
sors 


enables these engines to generate the same 
power using less fuel. So, even if you compare 
a 3-liter EFI with a carbureted non-EFI 2-liter, 
the two might end up consuming the same 
volume of fuel. 

‘Also take into consideration the power-to- 
weight ratios. Big engines on big SUVs consume 
a lot of fuel. But transplant the same engine to 
lighter sedan bodies, and you get the power of 
an SUV for less energy spent. Still, automotive 
expers stress that big engines are still big en- 
gines. When they run on idle, 3-lter engines 
consume more fuel than smaller engine dis- 
placements. Thats bad news if you're on a 3- 
lier car and you're always stuck in traffic. 


3 big sedans 
‘But then, if you have the money to burn and 
your cars interior amenities make you forget 
the harsh realities 80 percent of the Filipino 
population have to face every day, then being. 
umwa 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


аы. peren e na 
ШЕШШ» Bam es mes 
Base 54 


Test drive any Honda model at all dealerships nationwide. 


Strike down your dii 
Honda with extremely 


Een 

ZB E ED I OID 

ed SKE OOO T COOL 

[FCR VE CENE EP 20038 
[BEP 160000 HERE [BE 514290 


‘Special deals for cash buyers, too! 
Rush to your Honda dealer now! , ` 


< UNTIL SEPT, 30 ONLY! 
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By Charles E. Buban 


HE PHILIPPINES, taking a 

step closer to becoming a 

major player in the global 
market, has started exporting 
transmission assemblies to Japan 
last week. 

"This was realized when Toyota Autoparts 
Corp. (TAP), the Japanese automaker's auto- 
parts production unit in the Philippines, sur- 
passed the requirements and quality хап 
dards set by Toyota Japan for transmission as- 
semblies that it will utilize for its global sup- 
ply nerwork. 

"The TAP. made transmissions now possess 
the same level of performance in terms of 
quality and cost as Japanese-made units," 
said Toyota Motor Corp. honorary chair Dr. 
Shoichiro Toyoda who few in from Japan to 
witness the ceremony held at the Toyota com- 
plex in Santa Rosa, Laguna. 

“Toyoda expects TAP to continue developing 
as an important production and export base 
of automotive transmissions for che world's 
second largest automaker. 

“For starters, Toyota has just assigned ТАР 
the role ofa production base for the compa 
пуз global marker,” he added. 


Plant modernization 

Since 1992, TAP has produced 1.9 million 
transmission units, the bulk of which were ex- 
ported to Taiwan, india, South Africa and the 


аст - 


members of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) such as Vietnam, Thai- 
land, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

In 2002, TMG invested close to $266 mil- 
lion (P15 billion) in modernizing the Laguna 
manufacturing plant and starting the produc 
tion of new transmission models. 

These new transmissions—including the 
"و"‎ type main transmissions—are now a ma- 
jor export component of the Toyota global 
supply network. 

Ав of March 2004, export of Toyota transmis- 
sions to these countries reached $55 million. 


$380 million in 2004 

“With the inclusion of Japan among the 
list, we foresee exports reaching $380 million 
(P21.4 billion) in 2004,” revealed TAP and 
Toyota Motor Philippines Corp. chair George 
SKT% 

“This event marked a milestone in Toyota's 
operation here in the Philippines as it was the 
first time that an automaker set the stage for 
its export to Japan of locally made transmis- 
sion units,” Ty revealed. 

Toyota expects this figure to grow to nearly 
$400 million (P22.5 billion) in 2005 and 
$428 million (P24.1 billion) in 2006. 

“Toyota is determined to help the Philip- 
pine auto industry grow, and to contribute to 
the Philippine economy in the years to come,” 
assured Toyoda. 


Investing $124M more 
President Macapagal-Arroyo who was also 
present during the ceremony hailed ТАРЗ 


MOTORING 


transmissions 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2004 


WITH HIGH hopes, President Arroyo joins 
(from left) TAP and TMP chair George SK Ty, 
Toyota Motor Corp. (Japan) honorary chair Dr. 
ShoichiroToyoda and Mayor Leon Arcillas of Sta. 
Rosa, Laguna, in witnessing the frst batches of 
locally made transmissions shipped to Japan. 


plan to infuse P7 billion more into the Philip- 
pines in the next two years. 

President Arroyo was informed that the ad- 
ditional investment will be for capacity up- 
grades and plant expansion from 2004 to 
2006. 

‘The President also thanked Toyota for 
showing its support to the country’s growing, 
local supplier base, which isin ine with the 
governments thrust of promoting small and 
medium enterprises. 

‘Apart from employing more than 10,000 
Filipino skilled workers, a number of SMEs 
are, directly or indirectly, benefiting from 
"Toyota operations here in the country. 


Commitment to local industry 
“Through technology transfer, we support 

the growth of the local enterprises that com 

prise the majority of our supplier base," said 


In addition, to the transmission assemblies. 
now being exported to Japan, TAP has already 
been producing 900,000 units of constant-ve- 
locity joints (CVs), with the large portion of 
them being exported to six countries, includ: 
ingJapan. 

Said Ту: "One primary task that we 
have set up for ourselves is to enhance 
Toyota's contribution to the Philippine 
economy by expanding exports from the 
Philippines. The addition of the transmis- 
sion assemblies among those that we ex- 
port to Japan is just the fulfillment of this. 
aim.” 


Vehicle show 
ends Sunday 


FrompageCh |, 
roof, the most ‘wildly modified 
sport trucks, SUVs, pickups, rac- 
ing cars and exotic bikes in the 
country. This year, more than 70 
well-prepared sport trucks, SUVs, 
(custom cars and motorbikes will 
be on hand to compete for class 
honors and ultimately, for the 
muchcovered "Best of Show" 
award, 

‘The open class competition for 
motorcycles will have as entries 
the 2004 Ducati 999R, 2001 
Ducati Monster 900, 2002 Ducati 
9985 Bostrom, 2002 Suzuki GSX 
1300R Hayabusa, 1977 Colin 
Lane Racer Bike and a 1979 Bob 
Jackson Tandem Bike. 


3-liter ‘sumos’ go head-to-head-to-head 


From page CI Roller coaster sion is already superb, wait til longest wheelbase among the Toyota engineers have given 
traffic is no more worri- Ps TCS was consis- YOu drive che Camry From ће three, we expected it to give us theassurance, however, that their 
T Е un Whee sel nf the Sound of the engine, to the pull, theulmateinridecomfere. shockabsorbers, regardless ofthe 
Wemdicap And ou maybe ideng car understered, as expected. YOU won't really feel the Camry As Nissan engineers pointed cars height, are self-adjusting. 
Jour chops over the three Siter Wetumed iton again and the Ac. Shift its power unless you look at outfromthe onset, the Cefirowas Toyota engineer Allen Rufo said 
п ees of Toyom, Honda cord adjusted accordingly (par, the tachometer Just for that, the given a long wheelbase—as long. that if you stretch the shock ab- 
and Nissan. don the pun). Camry ride в solid. for nearly as long as the LL class sorber то the limit, it would still 
‘The 1925kg Toyota Camry Om TES the Accord followed The longer the wheelbase, the vehicles (like the Mercedes 5 function the same way as when 
20065 dier VS ерле muser, the route faithfully ke a roller more comfortable the ride should Class). This assured a morestable you compressit, As long as there's 
Anno 212 hp over 5.800 pmand coaster stuck to its rails. Add ro Бе. And since the Cefiro has the and comfortable ride, especially space to move, the shock ab- 
drives like a bullet with a max that was the smoother shiftofthe il... ; at high speeds. sorber should not be affected by 
torque of 298Nim/4,400 rpm. The five-speed transmission, femur 2 = ыы the cars height. 
heavier (1,843 kg) Honda Accord ing better choices in the gearing FuelsupplysystemProgrammed ceed, the Cefiro engine had no 8 
has max power of 236.72 hp and ratio because the rpm now drops Fuel injection problems matching up with Cam- Pewer-assisted sunshade 
а max torque of 287.43 Nm over ina better torque range. Type VTEC VB, 24 Valve Ту and Accord. But we had just — Take note of the Camry's pow- 
$000 rpm, while the 1540kg And on a private track (read,  Enolnedisplacement2 8976ê one reservation, and it lay under erassimed sunshade for the ulti- 
шап mfra boasts of 218 ho not a public place) we drove ња Maxpower 240 ps/G.250mm the- body the multlink beam mate lazy passenger. Push the 
Mesum ro bons of 218 Һр поса sear st 250 inn, MaxTorque29.3kg-m/5,000 rpm (MLB) sytem. Does it match the burton and the sunshade goes up 
287.43 Nm over 4,000 rpm. ied п ТЫРЫП  Tansmission уре рев АТ independent suspension of im or down. The Camry audio sys- 
"e Cama Hg co Hals хене eR Dimensions. competitors? Nissan engineers tem is fantastic, with Fujtsu-Ten 
celeraes lk a sports car power nt Length 4,8310m insist that MLB is one of the best 2 DIN/In-dash 6-CD chang- 


‘On display are mountain bikes, 
x il j Width 1,821mm sus for front- er/MP3 player In-dash means л 

the seatofyour pants. Aerodynam- Like ajet " pension systems „play touring bikes, velodrome bikes 

ies could be the edge for Cero, as Despite the factthatthere were Sane АТИ whee drive cars. They stress Ме you don't need to go all the маў ang athlon Dikes fom Trek, 

it has the sportiest stance in height four of us inside, we felt comfort- Traction Control System MLB keeps the rear wheels well back to the trunk to change CDS. Cannondale, Shimano, Colnago, 


planted on the ground during The same goes with the Accord's 
hard comering, and even at 6 CD in-dash stereo, The Camry 
straight-line acceleration. tricolor option in the 
Whatever MLB's merits may do speedometer is eye-candy. 
for the Cefiro, we still think the 1п the Cefiro, however, you do 
Cefiro ride is truly made more have to open your trunk to load 
comfortable mainly because ofits your CDs. But its worth the effor, 
longer wheelbase. with seven speakers (6+ sub- 
Considering all chat, the Nis- woofer) and the 12-dise magazine. 
san Cefiro engine holds its own 
because ofits V6 quad cam con- 
figuration (4-camshafts, two per _ Birds of the same feather still 
bank). And since the Cefiro body flock together, but with some sub. 
is low slung and more serody. Пе differences that can spell big 
it cuts through the wind in the long run. The Camry spells 


at 1,435 mm versus the Accords able, the engine sounded like an дос ae 
1,455 and the Camry 1,505. poppe мые Бе. ord 
We were able to test-drive the takeoff with nary a hint of vibra. sist, 
three big sedans, although under ` tion. Compared to the previous 2 
three different circumstances, and 2.4-liter Accords, the 3 
There was only one passenger Accord presented а 
when we drove the Camry There greatly improved 
were four of uswhenwe drovethe Tide 
Accord, and it received the most И you think 
Punishment when we forced ito the Accords 
hegotiatethesteepsnake pt route transmis 
to Talisay, Batangas. 
When we powered out of the 
curves, the Accord even over- 
steered. Surprising, considering 


Seven and Corima. The Manila 
Sport Car Club also is displaying a 
special bicycle donated by BMW, 
which was used by the security 
marshals during the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. The bike can be folded 
for easy storage and has many 
features that are innovative even 
today. 

7 ‘Another much-awaited event 
Verdict highlight is the search for Ms 
Sport ‘Truck Show, Ms Custom 
Car Show and for the first time, 
Ms Bike Show. The search is open 
toal! promotional girls employed 


C | p e co m БК high бзи отоо ет 
going up from Talisay, ме pur- E speeds The show is presented by Cal- 


‘Toyota thinks the other way Тһе Accord takes on curves 
around in this aspect. Notice that and circuitous routes like an ex- 
Toyota cars are unusually high, pert Wushu martial anist—fid, 
and the new Camry is no excep- dexterous, and assured, or imag. 
tion. Toyota engineers think their ine Venus Williams in stunning ne: 
Car ought to Behigh because of evening wear but ий wearing 10116, Sunrise, Holidays Сот. 
the quality of the roads in the sneakers. The Cefiro crouches бу وو‎ RT, Wave 89.9, 103.5 
Philippines low and cuts the wind beter than 899, 995 КТ, Wane 899, 925 

However, some fears are also a hot knife through butter. The Ке, ат. 888, Motoreyele 
raised. If you raise the vehicle's image is there for you to choose. рүе, Manila Bulletin, 
height and encounter speed Itcomesata price, though (Сапе = Business World, Today Philippine 
bumps and particularly nasty pot. ry goes for P1.680 million, Ас. Daily inquirer, Buy & Sell, Van- 
dk holes, you might be pushing the cord for P1.6 million and Cefiro, مدا‎ Coding 8 Solutions Inc. 
тиши шие БОР indes which Snot РЫА milion). But who cares Sy sar, Samsung, Taytan M 
Accords sunroof, 8008. тетра he Rn Corp. and Citibank. 


posely didn't push the traction. 
| Control system (TCS) button 
to see how it performed, ا‎ 
while we powered itouton’ , 
the sharp curves at 40 0 | 
SO kph. The car tended to Á 
understeer, the tires in 
front were screeching 

When wetured onthe \ 
‘TCS, the thing went like it 
was on rails, and the tires 
got quiet, the car was actually 
handling better and felt like all 
four tires were working the 
curves. Amazing, isn'tit? 


tex Delo with Ambi Pur as gold 
sponsors and Top Gear magazine 
as major sponsor. 

Minor sponsors аге ЕХО Ar- 
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Hybrid cars, hopefully 


DO you want a car that averages 
25.4 km per liter of gasoline in 
city driving? Then hope, wish and 
pray that Toyota will bring to our 
shores the Prius, the hybrid car 
that combines a gasoline engine 
with an electric motor to get 
twice the fuel mileage of a con- 
ventional car but produces less 
emissions. With the price of oil 
rising to record levels, sales ofthe 
"clean and green" Prius surged by 
153 percent in the United States 
in the first half of 2004 and by a 
whopping 874 percent in Europe. 
Tn America, the Prius is so much 
in demand that there is a six- 
month waiting period and price 
gouging by dealers—as much as 
USS5,000 over the sticker 
price—has become rampant. 

‘There is one Prius in the Philip- 
pines, but it is an old model that 
‘was donated to President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo by Toyota Motor 
Philippines Corp. in 2002 and is 
sometimes used by the secretary 
of energy for the government's 
fuel conservation campaign. 
Puny, underpowered, overpriced 
and unattractive, the first genera- 
tion Prius did not sell. 


Instant hit 

But late last year, Toyota un- 
veiled the totally redesigned, 
snazzier, roomier, more fuel-effi- 
cient and 50 percent more power- 
ful second generation Prius, It was 
ап instant hit and is now a status 
symbol. Voted Car of the Year by 
Motor Trend, the 2004 Prius is 
loaded with creature comforts 
and gadgets, including a superb 
audio system and a dazzling in- 
strument panel that shows real- 
time gas mileage and when the саг 
is running on gas or electricity or 
recharging its battery 

‘Already, auto industry analysts 
are predicting that because of the 
2004 Prius, within five years ev- 
ery car model made will have a 
hybrid version. Toyota, the ac- 
knowledged leader, will intro- 
duce a hybrid Highlander SUV 
next year while its luxury affüi- 
ate, Lexus, is scheduling a hybrid 
RX 400h SUV (the Highlander is 
actually an econo version of the 
Lexus RX330.) By 2006, a hybrid 
Camry will be available in the 
United States. 

‘The first US car manufacturer 
to jump on the hybrid bandwag- 
оп was Ford, which launched a 
hybrid version of the Escape, its 
compact SUV, this month using 
‘Toyota's hybrid technology under 
license. Before the launch, Ford 
estimated that its front-wheel- 
drive 4-су1. Escape hybrid would 
get 14-17 km per liter in tity driv- 
ing compared with 8.4 km per 
liter in a 2005 V6 Escape. By 
2007, Ford will be producing 
three hybrid vehicles. 


Hybrid plans 
* With its hybrid Civic and In- 


Those key gasoline-electric hy- 


5 brid components, however, are 
ON THE тог produced inthe United 
ROAD States, thus Toyota has to manu- 

facture the Prius in Japan for the 

Aida Sevilla, US market, Toyota has increased 

Mendoza the Prius’ production volume 


sight compact cars, Honda is the. 
only other car manufacturer 
mass-producing gasoline-electrie 
cars at present, Honda plans to 
introduce a hybrid Accord sedan, 


from 10,000 to 15,000 vehicles a 
month to meet the strong de- 
mand in the United States. 

In 2003, Toyota sold 53,000 
hybrid vehicles, less than one per- 
cent of its global sales of 6.07 mil- 


haps some of these wonderful 
cars will be coming our way... 
(Sources: The AWSJ, The New 
York Times, Associated Press, 
Bloomberg News and Newsweek) 


the first LVTEC hybrid car, in the оп vehicles. But that was before v 
United States this year on the the all-new Prius came out. Al — TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 
premise that the variable cylinder though J.D. Power & Associates, Born to shop. 


management technology will 
make hybrid systems suitable for 
bigger vehicles. Other carmakers 
with hybrid plans are Nissan, 
which is coming up with an Alti- 
ma sedan incorporating Toyota's 
hybrid system; Dodge, which will 


produce a diesel-electric pickup, And not for the | THECHANGER ous mex 
and General Motors with hybrid North American апа | "mm Lid 
versions of the GMC Sierra and European markets " p 
the Chevy Silverado. Even the- only, we hope. Last 
Hummer H2 will have a hybrid Week, Toyota signed " 
variant. a deal with its part- | متشي‎ "s A 
Perhaps noting these hybrid’ ner, China FAW | №№ pene 
plans, an analyst at Credit Suisse Group Corp, for the |— «ww CAPT teen Toms 


First Boston Japan predicted re- 
cently that the 1552.5 billion hy- 
brid vehicle market will triple by 
2006, Meanwhile, the Union of 
Concerned Scientists, an environ- 
mental research and advocacy 
group in Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts, projected that by 
2015, 60 percent of the vehicles 
sold in the United States would 
have to be hybrid to stop the 
growth of- automotive global- 
warming emissions beyond levels 
expected at the end of this 
decade. 


High price. 

That may be wistful thinking. 
Hybrid vehicles cannot go main- 
stream as long as their prices re- 
main higher than conventional 
cats. A Prius costs about $3,000 
to $4,000 more than a compara- 
ble nonhybrid car like the Toyota 
Corolla because of its additional 
components. Congress would 
have to pass tax credits as high as 
$4,000 for hybrid buyers to de- 
fray the price difference. 

‘Then there is the high develop- 
ment cost of hybrid technology. 
Although Toyota claims it makes 
money on its hybrid vehicles, an- 
alyss estimate that Japan's 


States in 2000 and that Toyota 


the consulting firm, forecasts hy- 
brid growth at just 3 percent of 
the US market for the near future, 
"Toyota aims to pro- 


(Email comments to asevil- 
la@inguirercom.ph.) 


TOYOTA 
Prius in 
seaside pearl 


WINDSHIELD 


duce 300,000 hybrid 
vehicles a year by 
mid-decade. 
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NOT REPLACEMENT! EMISSION qu. 
SALE: ANALYZER 1257 / OPACIMETER 2007 | 


CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATET 


MANILA MIDWEST 4:9 Котт, ду, ас. 


Teles 926-68297433. 


knock-down’ assem- 
bly and sale of Prius 
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PANDA CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY, INC, 


Nena Road, Taytay, Rial Tek: 286-2025/0920-8938816 
оо илт Aono 3T EA ' CA 
BAGUIO 09168561668 льет n солко, 
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cars in China. Per- 
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Rapidé's VALUE. Ku SERVICE EXPERTS 


NOBODY! 


Basic PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE PACKAGE 


ides: 


Tire Rotation. 
5 liters ACDelco Oil 
+ Oil Filter 


TOPUPS: , 
Battery Fluid, Windahletd Washer 


5 


Power Steoring Fluid, Clutch/Brake Fluid 
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would need the next five years to 
break even. This is partly why fol- 
lowing its deals with Ford and 
Nissan, Toyota is offering to li- 
cense its hybrid system to other 
carmakers, 


Boosted 
Production volume will have to 


be boosted to lower costs for 
makers of hybrid components. 
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‘We wili meet or beat anybody's price. Guaranteed! 


мовору BEATS Rapidé. nosopy! 


Those. . . rec: 


kph, should I give way to a much faster ve- 
hicle knowing that I am traveling at the 
correct legal speed? 

“If 1 refuse, what action can I take if the 
vehicle behind me keeps on tailgating and 
putting me and my passengers in danger?” 

Good point there, Roger. 

То your first question, I suggest that you 
give way, even if you are traveling at the 
correct legal speed, We call that courtesy to 
others, even if the recipient of your good 
heart isn’t a law-abiding citizen. In fact, 
that makes you a better person than him. 
And, yes, he'll overtake you anyway as he 
will do it from the right lane—which could 


BMW316i 
1993 Tanne, 
Пол P0000 


BMW3: 
Euro 
Элл, 


BMW 323i. 


КЛ 
К 


BMWS 


E 


м, 
+ Seociorsaaieeißkinerest. Get spacilbensfisatthacountysonoand  BMWOIGI 
* ёргйисе бе diferenco ВИН mals wth ony BMW Zeno Liste Lounge wih he Fenty 
MOMWASeres2d-hiristme. _ ZenoPvege Cani. леу ао 


BMW318i Limo. 
Zi алаты, 
Taten 85000 


18iExec. ВМИЗТ BMW32SiErec.  BMW316i 
e ا‎ "WL rar het 
POE бол | 
23 BMWSIBIMSport BMWSZEIMSport ©" 
Mom дш Тао BMWS 
Sees 1 Suet 
due. RS Sport EN و‎ оюм 
ما‎ бю Ба gos 
BMW 325i Exec. 1306 Gace Gen, 


2003 mensae 
‘ste sti. 


52.0001, Pi 400,00 


pose more danger to both of you than when 


you choose to give way. 


Asto the second question, the action you. 


can take is stop and 
report the matter to 
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So, we go back to | 
the firstoption. Bet. | 
ter to give way and 
make yourself as- 
sured, more or less, 
of a trouble-free 
ride home. Rabble- 
rousers abound 
this world. And, 
yes, as always, it is 
better to give than 
to receive. 

Thank you for 
writing, Roger. 


QUOTE ME. When 
driving, consider all 
drivers around you 
as idiots. That way, 
your mind is condi- 
tioned as making you 
the most sensible, 
upright, coolest driv- 
erin the world. 
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ICANNOT stop admiring Isuzu. Why, be- 
cause for one, it does not stop producing. 
а Trooper after Trooper, each model 
coming up with features of tremendous. 
quality. From the day it unveiled its first 
Trooper, IPC had gotten many SUV en- 
thusiasts smitten by it almost in an in- 
stant, Just recently, it unfurled its latest 
Trooper. It came after launching its high- 
ly successful “Isuzu Truck Attack" in Au- 


gust. 

‘Said Yoshifumi Komura, just recently 
installed president of the Isuzu Philip- 
pines Corp., during the Trooper launch: 
Ч сапу believe that it has been five 
months since 1 arrived here to take over 
the helm of IPC. As we launch tonight the. 
2005 Trooper, we take the occasion to 
express our gratitude to all of Isuzu's 
supporters through the years. Without 
you, we would not have achieved our 
lofty standing in the industry right nov.” 

T have always been a fan of Isuzu, 
simply because it is the best diesel-pow- 
ered vehicle not only in the country but 
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MOTORING 


also in the world. 

According to Myrna & Tim, and even 
Art and Ronald, “lust one look at the 
2005 Isuzu Trooper and it will instantly 
convince you that ies the ultimate sport- 
ше in the market. It is even sportier, 
without sacrificing Из classic elegance.” 

Its features have been augmented 
with designs that have become very mas- 
culine, like the chrometaccented radia- 
tor grille and a front bumper chin spoi 
er, 

"The new Trooper is equipped with а 
mew entertainment package—a JVC 
DVD head unit that guarantees hours of 
pleasure on the road. This unit features a 
varlable-color graphic display with an 
Mp3 for a more enjoyable listening and 
viewing experience. 

"The 2005 Isuzu Trooper 4x2, powered 
bythe award-winning 3.0-liter, 16-vah 
DOHC turbocharged 4JKETC engine 
mated to a 4-speed automatic transmis- 
sion, i priced at P1,995,000. It is now 
available at all Isuzu dealerships nation- 


FULL 


To СЭ 


Al Mendoza 


wide, in five colors—alpine white, satin 
silver, foxfire red, dragon green and 
ebony black. 

1 have several friends who, up to now, 
still ooze with praise for their Troopers. 

1 wouldn't be surprised if one of them, 
ifnocallof them, would suddenly decide 
to upgrade their current Troopers and 
buy the latest 

‘One way to beat the doctoris not be- 
ing overweight. Many of my friends 
play golf or go to the gym regularly to 
trim “needless fat." 

But then, is there a cure for an 
“overweight (overloaded) truck”? 

Taskthatin lieu of many overloaded 


trucks using the North Luzon Express- 
way every now and then. I know. Гуе 
been going back to my home province 
of Pangasinan regularly the past 
months and what bothers me is the 
wanton use of the NLEX by overloaded 
trucks. What see very often are trucks 
used for quarrying. Most of the time, 
they form a line so long itis almost im- 
possible for you to overtake all of 
them. They are usually overflowing 
with either sand and gravel material, 
orrocks. 

Statistics show that an average of nine 
accidents in a day in the NLE is due to 
overloaded trucks and trailers. Terrible. 

But here's good news. The days of 
overloaded trucks at NLEX are over. The 
anti-overloading law is now being en- 
forced with resolve. 

Equipped with high-tech weigh 
scales from the Manila North Tollways 
Corp., the PNCC is now using them in 
spotting overloaded vehicles using the 
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Those overloaded vehicles at NLEX; new Trooper 


vastly improved NLEX. 

Guesswork is eliminated, thanks to 
the new portable weigh scales. The 
scales check the amount of load of each, 
vehicle/truck with the aid of a monitor 
and a digital printout. If the load exceeds 
the 13,500 kg. maximum allowable 
gross vehicle weight (GVW) per axle, 
hats overloading, Thats science at 
work for you! 

Lets hope the PNCC will wage the an- 
tioverloading drive without exception, 
‘The success ofthis campaign depends on 
PNCC's determination and consistency. 

Here's a letter from Roger Ramos. 

“Dear Al, 

“1 read your column about giving 
way to a much faster vehicle trying 
overtake a slow-moving vehicle stick- 
ing it out at the fast lane of the NLEX. 

“We know there's a speed limit at 
МЕХ, which is 100 kph. I am at the 
fast lane (left lane) traveling at 100 

THOSE/CI 


NISSAN PATROL goes JDM, 


now seats seven 


The NISSAN PATROL has pushed the 
biggeris-boter interior look for full-sized 
luxury spor utility vehicles (SUVs) further. 

UNIVERSAL MOTORS CORPORA- 
TION, exclusive distributor of NISSAN 
light commercial vehicles (LCVs), an- 
nounced recently that from September 1-30, 


buyers of the NISSAN PATROL get a new 
set of third row seats FREE. These seas im- 
mediately convert forward occupancy of 
UMCS premium flagship product into a 
seven-sealer SUV. This new seating config- 
uration comes especially handy for the chief 
executive officer ( 


ment person or a chairman ofa company’s 
board of trustees board that usc the PA- 
‘TROL as a rolling home for his or her loved 
‘ones during long trips 

Movers and shakers in Philippine busi- 
mess will also appreciate these third row 
seats, which also can be used as additional 
seating for out-of-town jaunts or as placc- 
ment for one's laptop and briefease after а 
tiring day from work. The seats can also be 
tumed into places for back occupancy (via 
folding ofthe original second row seats) for 
the tall and lithe bourgeoisi 

These third row seats are located in front 
ofthe rea 


hauling cargo instead of passengers at the 
PATROL's rearmost area will enjoy the fact 
that the third row seats are collapsible to 


swallow large parapahernalia. 

These collapsible seats replace the later 
ally positioned third row seats and convey а 
true JDM (Japanese domestic market) feel 
within the PATROL's expansive interior. 
JDM SUV fanatics arc known for thei 
tention to detail, especially with the er- 
sonomics and the interior of certain vchi- 
cles, With the PATROL, JDM SUV fans are 
sure to love the new seats, for in the Land of 
the Rising Sun the PATROL third row 
seats face forward instead of sideways. 

For additional convenience, the seats can 
be folded in a 60/40 manner to accommo- 
date bulky cargo and can be outfitted lo 
match the same scatcover wrapping - 
leather and moquette fabric - as the first and 


“This offer is in addition to UMC's aew 


um product, appealing to the topflight execu- 
tive or company 

mance with panache, substance with style. 
The addition of new forward-facing third 
row seats gives the PATROL an interior that 
second row seats. м 

pine corporate scing at work and at play. 


financing scheme forthe PATROL, FRON- 
TIER and URVAN ESCAPADE/URVAN 
SHUTTLE, which gives the buyer two op- 
tions. For the PATROL, onc can opt for a 
low downpayment of Php 368,000-Php 
405,000.00. Or one may choose the second 
option of low monthly plans for the PA- 
TROL, all based on а 50% downpayment, 
‘with 60 months to pay for the remaining bal- 
ance. Low monthly schemes go from Php 
25,008.00 up to Php 27,231.00. 

“The NISSAN PATROL is UMC’ premi- 


ident who wants perfor- 


surely help the big cannons in the Philip- 
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IRAMI 2 n . E 
Dd eerie Classic Confections unveils 

its sinful collection of 


Юу, pastries and desserts 


Finally, it's here. я 
A Food Supplement for Diabetics and Hypertensive that put almost 


2,500 years 


of wisdom in ~ Chinese Herbal Ndi 


In One Cup 


© Guava 


‘Text by Vangie Baga-Reyes fornia Culinary Academy in $ай Francisco, 

Photos by Roger Carpio while Rodrigo graduated from the Center of 
Culinary Arts in Manila. 

OR BABA Ibazeta, there's no _ AfterIbazew’srerum from the United States, 


70% 


she and Rodrigo joined a Christmas bazaar le 
better way to celebrate аа | Че Callaway, | صوص‎ 
fifth year in the cake business the famed Banana Cream Pie.(a creamy vanilla fretis 

than to hold a coffee and tea party custard on a crunchy cashew nut crust topped how you wy | 

for Classic Confections’ loyal pa- with caramelized bananas and whipped еуро | 


trons at the Pacific Plaza Towers in Cream), Tiramisu and cheesecakes = 
"We were just testing the water if we could 


Fort Bonifacio. єз 2 

Class Confections is a madeto-order cake Tally make a busines from baking.” rors 
und تعس لذ .سس‎ business sek up in 1099 by sene لي سس م ا سعدا‎ 
Tbazera and her bestiend, Kat Маћаг Rodrigo. guç inspired and decided to do йиз fulltime” 
The shop also supplies desses to several rep- "ne of their specialties, Almond Roca can- 
table cafés and restaurants in Metro Manila. 4; pus) 

The business grew fom te fiends’ shared {he el) was onc ted by ап КЕ cream 
passion for creating delecable,innovatveand te Chir), was once used by an Ee cam 
шау desserts. Ibazeta and Rodrigo started by | Company to make a ne Ё 
Baking. cakes in their, respective. дета at, арна proudlyssyes ose senses 
Home Now, Classic Confections bs a spacious en wen 
and busy kitchen in Kapitolyo, Pasig. Cake party 

Ibazeta has a degree from the Cali- in пон айй icu S 

Cassie Confections’ loyal 
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Hermes, Tods, Gucci 
Imported Bags 
Gucéi, Versace. Christian P599.99 : 
Dior, Mont Blanc (Bet)  P2.995 
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‚Coach Walletsladies and men) _ P3395 
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CHEESECAKE Obsession, layers of chocolate, coffee and vanilla cheesecakes baked оп а 
Graham cracker crust and topped with chocolate cigarettes 


PHILIPPINE ACADEMY OF CLINICAL 
AND SE daga DERMATOLOGY 


[ ACETI 
“Global Dermatology 2004” 


The Philippine Academy of Clinical and Cosmetic Dermatology (РАССО), 
an organization of dermatologists will hold its 1st annual convention on 
October 1, 2, and 3, 2004 at the Westin Philippine Plaza Hotel, CCP Complex, 
Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City. The theme of the convention is “Global 
Dermatology 2004." 


Foreign and local speakers were invited to present and discuss the latest 
in clinical and cosmetic dermatology. Prominent dermatologists and plastic 
surgeons will participate to enlighten professionals of recent developments 
and techniques in the practice. 


PACCD is a strong, united group of dedicated doctors, all members of the 
Philippine Medical Association (PMA), with the mission of broadening the A 
knowledge and skills in dermatology, promoting ethical and moral standards ici 4 8 

in the practice of the profession and fostering camaraderie among fellow IA لاسب‎ 
dermatologists. Its core values are professionalism, knowledge, unity, and 


ee October 1 to 31, 2004 | 


The PACCD is open for application of new members who are highly qualified 
and properly trained in dermatology with high ethical practi d 5 
Ca os See an Sasha ойда аероб 
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BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


character. Good moral character Is highly emphasized too, to 
standards of Christian values like honesty, respect, love, val 
knowledge and building up one another. Character and skills that God gave 
us are the only qualities doctors and other professions will bring to heaven Pecos Denn - 
and not your wealth and professional competence. mo menm BEM BEG acon Pps) жылы DI) 
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All professionals, doctors, and other specialists are invited to register early. 
For further inquirles call our Telefax: (02) 714-4284, and look for Carina. 
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А salmon recipe for a brand-new wife 


BAGONG kasal po ako, and I really 
love fish. May easy recipe po ba kayo 
for salmon? 


Must be true love... Salmon is served on 
the first year, lapu-lapu on the second, 
galunggong on the third! (ust kidding!) 
Congratulations and all the best! 


Salmon Teriyaki 

5 tbsp light soy sauce (available in su- 
permarkets and Chinese groceries) 

1tsp ginger grated 

3 tbsp honey or 2 tbsp sugar—adjust to 
taste 

2 tbsp mirin or saké (supermarket or 
Japanese store—Sakura, Pasay Road, 
Makati) 

2tbip vinegar 

2 garlic cloves, pounded to a paste 

4 pcs salmon filets or steak cuts—sub- 
stitute with chicken, tuna, gindara, etc... 

sesame seeds, toasted on a dry pan, for 
gamish 

Combine ingredients in a bowl and 
marinate salmon for about 10-20 minutes, 
(For chicken, at least four hours or 
overnight) Grill or bake salmon. Bring 
marinade to a boil, and brush the salmon 
with it while grilling. Sprinkle with toasted 
sesame seeds. Serve immediately. 


Marinating 101 


What are the rules for marinating? 
TESS 


Afternoon delights — | 


CHOCOLATE Orbit, a rich chocolate pudding topped with cocoa 


powder and edged with fresh whipped cream 


KITCHEN 
RESCUE 


Reggie 
Aspiras 


Good question. There are two schools of 
thought and much disagreement on how 
long a viand should be marinated. fm 50- 
50 here. I believe that good meat cuts such 
as steaks or fish should not be marinated 
for long periods but seasoned just before 
cooking. Chicken I marinate, though not 
all the time. In all things, do what is neces- 
sary to achieve the desired results. 

• Always marinate in the refrigerator! 

e Put the food to be marinated in a 
dish, then cover with marinade. What 
‘works best for me, especially if Im not 
working on large quantities, is to put 
them inside Glad zipper bags then pour 
the marinade over—less messy. Re- 
member to squeeze out all the trapped 
airbefore sealing. Я 

Do not use copper or aluminum 
bowls when marinating, especially if the 
marinade contains acid. This will signifi- 
cantly alter the flavor of your dish, as well 
as cause discoloration of both food and 
bowl. 

As for marinating time, use it only as a 
guideline. Sound judgment should be your 
bestally. 


ıe Longer is not necessarily better. Some 
types of food will not absorb well the mari- 
nade, so leaving them to marinate longer 
may only make them tougher. Time should 
depend on what you are marinating and 
the ingredients of the marinade, 

e Most fish and seafood are delicate 
and porous and so should be kept for only 
10:20 minutes. 

* Skinless chicken can be marinated for 
2-4 hours. 

e Chicken with skin or pork may be 
kept for four hours or overnight. Wings are. 
basically favored after four. 

*e Most tender cuts of meat cari be mari- 
nated for 2-6 hours, Tougher cuts of meat 
should marinate longer, usually overnight. 

e Puncturing thick cuts of meat (beef 
lamb and pork for roasting) will not make 
the marinade penetrate the interior, as old 
wives tale would want us to believe. In fact, 
doing so will cause the juices of the meat to 
flow, leaving it бу. With larger cuts, be hap- 
py with a well favored surface. 

ıe Attention Ilokanos! Do not reuse the 
marinade. If you want to baste with your 
marinade, set some aside in a separate 
containgr before marinating your food. If 
you wish to serve the marinade as a sauce, 
first bring it to a boil. 

Basic ratio: 1 с for every № - Va kg of 
meat 

© Remember to flip/shake the bag ev- 
еу so often to ensure even distribution of 
marinade, 


SALMON teriyaki 


Afine kettle of fish 
Т always end up buying bad fish and 
seafood. How will 1 know if the fish Pm 
buying is fresh? Do you have a suki? 
CALOY 


ө Skin should be shiny and the color 


ken. 

Clams: Hard-shelled clams should have 
tightly shut shells. When cooked, they 
should open ир, Clams that remain closed 
after cooking should be discarded. 

Crabs: Buy them alive and choose the 
active ones, They should be heavy and the 
shells brightly colored and moist, not dry 
or Паку. Don't get those with white patch- 
3 

Oysters: Shells should be tightly closed 
and unbroken. Shucked oysters sold in 
bags should be sold in their iquor/liquid, 
which should be clear, not cloudy or 
white 

Scallops: Normally ‘sold shucked as 
they hardly keep well out of water. They 
should be off-white or pale yellow. Smell 
them if you must. Smell is always a great 
indicator. If you see them in their shells, 
buy them for they are sure to be fresh. 
They are available either as bay scallops 
(the small variety) or the deep sea kind, 
which grows up to two inches in diameter. 

Shrimp: Shell should be shiny and frm, 
attached tightly tothe body. Spots on the 


bright. shell means the shrimps are past, their 
© Scales should be firmly attached and prime. 
shiny. Squid: Look for firm flesh. Meat should 


* Moist, bright blood-red gills 

‘© Eyes should be clear and not sunken, 

@ Flesh is firm, bouncing back when 
touched. 

e Fresh fish doesn't smell, 

Mussels: Shells should be tightly 
closed, brightly colored, moist and unbro- 


be unblemished and off-white in color. If 
unpeeled, skin should be purplish and 
firmly attached, Tentacles should not be 
broken and limp. 


For comments or suggestions, text 0917- 
8399888. 


clients also became an opportunity for Ibaze- 
ta to showcase the company’s current pastry 
menu and to introduce its latest dessert col- 
lections. 

"Since we don't have a place where we 
could present our latest concoctions, we 
thought of using the occasion to introduce 
them to the taste of our newest desserts,” 
Ibazeta says. The-partners set up a buffet 
table with yummy cakes, cookies and candy 
bars and Starbucks coffees and teas. 

‘The cakes included the chocolate hypno- 
tizers such as French Chocolate Decadence, 
a slow-bake flour-less chocolate log beauti- 
fully topped with dark chocolate curls and 
powdered sugar (P350); Double Chocolate 
Mousse, an elegant dessert with layers of 
moist chocolate cake and dark-and-white 
chocolate mousse wrapped in a decorated 
chocolate band (P675); Nono's Chocolate 
Oblivion, a chocolate dessert with layers of 
chocolate cake and ganache, textured with 
a walnut praline and dusted with cocoa 
powder (P650); Chocolate Orbit, a rich 
chocolate pudding topped with cocoa pow- 


ALBA Restaurante Español presents Re- 
glonal Food Festival, a month-long event 

highlighting dishes from four major Span- 
Ish regions: Castellano, Vasco Navarro, 
Galicia y Asturias and Mediterraneo. The 
Castellano regional buffet Oct. 1-10 will 
| feature Callos a la Madrileña, Cochinillo 
Segoveano (baked suckling pig), Cocido 

Madrileña, among others. Basque cooking 
‘on Oct. 11-17, will 

have Bacalao taking 


camer tage along 
DINING with salmon, vaca 
OUT thee ano vegetatie 


dishes from the Vas- 
co Navarro region. 
World-renowned Fabada Asturiana, Lengua 
Estofada a la Orense, Pollo a la Asturiana 
| and more stews and pescado (ish) dishes 
from Galicia у Asturias willbe offered Oct. 
| 18-24, Dishes tike Canalones Catalana, 
Menestra de Verduras Murciana, Pato ala 
Sevillana and tripe dishes from the region. 
Mediterraneo Oct. 25-31. Alba's Spanish. 
regional lunch buffet is available Monday- 
Saturday in all branches for only P395« per 
person. Dinner buffet is available Saturday- 
Sunday at Alba Makati and Thursday-Sun- 
day at Alba Tomas Morato and Eastwood Li- 
bis branches for only P450+ per person. 
Call 8966950/51 and 8904372 (Bel-Air, 
Makati); 9251912, 9287129 and 4117050 
(Tomas Morato); and 6312216 to 17 and 
4379335 (Eastwood, Libis, Quezon City) 


DADS-Kamayan-Salsakl offers the Uti- 
mate Buffet on Padre Faura, Manila. The 
buffet has lechon de leche, sushi, вази! 
ebi tempura, sukiyakl, turkey, ham, paella, 
roast beef and pasta. Kamayan bullet fea- 
tures "Kusina Eksotika,” Filipino dishes; 
Saisaki, "Niku: Feast of the Samurais Festi- 
val," meal dishes; and Dads, "Amerigo Bul- 
Tet Festival,” American/Mox dishes. Call 
5281723 t0 24, 


MANILA Pavillon Hotel's Café Cogullla 
features the Pagayaya Food Festival until 
Oct. 2. The festival offers Pork and Liver 
‘with redigreen bell peppers and peas, Bar 
boo Shoots mixed with spices, Sauteéd Na- 
tive Escargot, Carabeof Bulalo, Steamed 
King Crabs and native desserts. Call 
5261212. 


FISHING Village Restaurant offers. 
Sealood Rice, Squid with Green and Red 


der and edged with whipped cream (2450). 

Other cakes presented were Mango 
Cheesecake, a refreshing no-bake mango-fla- 
vored cheesecake topped with silky fresh 
mangoes (P690); Mango Torte, cashew- 
meringue crust filled with vanilla custard and 
fresh mangoes topped with whipped cream 
(P450); Cheesecake Obsession, the ultimate 
cheesecake indulgence consisting of layers of 
chocolate, coffee and vanilla cheesecakes 
baked on a Graham cracker crust and topped 
with chocolate cigarettes (P890) and Mocha. 
Sans Rival, four layers of cashew nut 
meringue filled and iced with mocha butter 
cream (P550). 

Guests also enjoyed Russian Tea Cookies, 
‘Oatmeal Raisin Cookies, Mocha Walnut 
Cookies, Strawberry Cheesecake Bars, Cala 
mansi Bars and Caramel Walnut Chip Brown- 
ies, 

Call Classic Confections at 7462773 and 
0917-5245892. 


Email 
ercom.ph 


the author at vbaga@inquir- 


f 


BABA Ibazeta celebrates her fifth year in the 
cake business. 


Spanish regional cooking in October 


SEAFOOD Nightat Edsa Shangri-La's 
Garden Café 


Pepper, Steamed Clams with Garlic, Crab 
Chili Sauce and Taiwan Fish Head. The 
restaurant is located along Roxas Boule- 
vard corner Padre Faura, Manila. Call 
5368838/5361916. 


EDSA Shangri-La Manila's Garden Caté 
features Seafood Night every Friday. It of- 
fers a grill station with imported lobsters, * 
tuna and blue marlin, Asian and Continental 
‘seafood specialties like Fish and Chips, 
Panfried Sea Perch Plcatta, Chili Crabs, 
Seafood Char Kway Teow. fresh oysters, 
Grilled Squid stuffed with tomatoes and 
Sauteéd Buttered Prawns. Call 
6347373/6338888. 


PUERTO del Sol Beach Resort and Hotel 
Club's Cató del Sol offers Prawn Saladin 
Mango, Ceviche Oriental, Spanish Mackerel, 
Kare-kare, Beef Kebab and Maiz con Hielo. The 
resort and hotel club is in Brgy. Под Майпо, 
Bolinao, Pangasinan. Call 
6338246/6338419/6352517. 


THE RICHMONDE Hotel's Lobby Café pre- 
sents Corned Beet Pandesal, Cheese Roll, 
Choco Chips Moist Cake, Ensaymada. Fruit 
Danish, Banana Bread, Chicken and Tuna. 
Turnover, Sausage Roll, Cheesecake and 
Shortcake, Call 6387777. 


CHEF ED'S Cosmopolitan restaurant holds. 
the Spanish Food Festival Oct. 1-12. To be 
featured are Cocido Madrileños, Pimientos 
Rellenos con Carne Picada Pote Gallego, Ar- 
rozal Estilo de Pamplona, Jamon Serrano, 
Calamares Rellenos en su Tinta, Torta do 
Chorizo and Bacalao al Bilblana. Chef Ed's Is 
at 139 De la Costa St., Salcedo Vilage, 
Makati 


The Malolos dinner 


By Ambeth R. Ocampo 


OST Filipino historians on- 
ly.know of the Malolos 
Menu from a black and 


white reproduction in Harpers Histo- 
iy of the War in the Philippines 
(1900). Few have actually seen the 
original Malolos Menu because it is so 
rare there are less than three known 
copies in the entire universe. 

For this reason, historians and curi- 
‘ous foodies are content with the lst of 
what our Founding Fathers ate on 
Sept. 29, 1898 (See our article last 
week). We do not know how many 
copies of the Malolos Banquet Menu 
were printed for the 1898 fiesta na- 
cional but we can presume that all VIP 
guests got one. At the very least, each 
table had a menu to help diners fol- 
low the sequence of the multi-course 
meal. 

1t is understandable to keep and 
preserve the original manuscripts of: 
the Declaration of Independence, the 
Ultimo Adios, the Constitution, or the 
Bonifacio Trial, but nobody will both- 
er with а menu. Thus, few have sur- 
vived. 


Historical. document 

While the Malolos Menu may be 
considered ephemeral, it remains a 
historical document that should be 
preserved ina library or museum, 

‘A Malolos Menu is preserved in the 
Museo de Cagayan de Oro in Xavier 
University. It is in the form we already 
know though and we were thrilled to 
see it in color for the first time. We al- 
most ignored it if nor for the food list- 
ed that did not match the menu re- 
produced in Harper's. For example, 
this menu had soup and a pigeon 
dish, 

Alter reading the menu twice, 1 no- 
ticed that the Malolos Menu familiar 
to historians was for dejeuner (lunch) 
while the menu in Xavier University 
was for dinner! Obviously, the dinner 
menu was scaled down to save the 
founding fathers from bangungot. 
Though not as varied as lunch, dinner 
was, nevertheless, a feast that includ- 
ed: Potage-Consomme de Volaille a la 


Royale (if this clear soup of chicken 
stock follows the description in the 
Larousse Gastronomique it would 
have been thickened with tapioca and 
garnished with royale that is pre- 
pared from a mixture of clear meat 
stock variously flavored and thick- 
ened with eggs cut up and placed in 
the soup), Releve-poisson sauce blanc. 
(fish with white sauce which, if 
resembles what is served in Filipino 
fiestas today, is probably cooked fish 
covered with mayonnaise). Entrées 
were: Croquettes а la Philippinoise 
(croquettes are better known in the 
Philippines under their Spanish name 
croquetas, What stuffing will make 
this generic dish a la Philippinois, we 
leave that to the imagination), 
Saucise de Poulet a la Republique 
(chicken sausage or maybe galanti- 
па?), Boueff Ladre, Pigeons aux 
Champignons (stewed pigeons gar- 
nished with mushrooms), Roti 
Chapon Dore (a roast capon or cas- 
trated oversized fattened young cock 
glazed with egg and browned in the 
Oven), Salade-saison (fresh green 
raw salad served with the roast). 
legumes (vegetables) were 
Aubergines farcies (stuffed eggplant 
better known as rellenong talong), 
Haricots Vertes Sautés (string beans 
sautéed in butter and probably gar- 
nished with parsley in the French tra 
dition but could also be our everyday 
guisadong sitaw hiding under a sosyal 
French name), Entremets-glace Moka 
Parisienne (Mocha ice eream? Or was 
it something served on ice? The Star- 
bucks generation know this as iced 
mocha.). 

For dessert they had fromage 
(cheese), fruit, confitures Gam or fruit 
preserves), 

"The wines followed the same se- 
quence as in the luncheon: Bordeaux, 
Saurerne, Xeres (Sherry), and Cha 
pagne. Liqueurs followed dinner 
Green Chartreuse, Cognac and 
Anisette. And, naturally, the feast 
ended with coffee or tea. 


Ordinary mortals’ meal 
‘With both lunch and dinner menus 
at hand we can now make sense of à 


review of the Fiesta Nacional in the 
Oct. 2, 1898 issue of El Cometa by a 
Spanish?) journalist hiding under 
the pseudonym Karrakuka. The foods 
in the printed menus were for the 
VIPs because Karrakuka reported that 
ordinary morrals had a different meal 
consisting of: tinola, fish, agachonas 
Gnipes), carabao brain, lengua de 
carabao, menodills, tortillas, riñones, 
chicken, croquetas, ham in gelatin, 
capon with eggs (is that possible or 
appropriate?), turkey and salad. 

Desserts were fruits like Chinese ог 
what we call today Mandarin or- 
anges, mangoes, bibingka, puto, tur- 
ron and mazapan. Malolos may be fa- 
mous for ensaimada today but the 
pastry was conspicuously absent 
then, as well as signature sweets from 
San Miguel de Mayumo. 

la Republica Filipina, official 
newspaper of the Malolos Govern- 
ment, said the spacious dining room 
was well adorned, featuring seals and 
flags on each trecho. Windows. had 
tulle curtains to block harsh sunlight 
on the main table groaning under the 
weight of the finest vajillas, exquisite. 
sweets, and bottles of various wines. 

Lorenzo del Rosario, in charge of 
the service, prepared tables for 30 
guests set with 200 utensils surely 
Borrowed from nearby ilustrado 
households. Emilio Aguinaldo, Presi- 
dent of the Malolos Republic, was at 
the center table with Generals Riego 
de Dios, Garcia, Torres, Noriel, Gre- 
gorio and Pio del Pilar. TH. Pardo de 
Tavera and Jose Alejandrino sat 
across Aguinaldo. 

‘That night, elaborate toasts were 
offered for: the Republic, the Presi- 
dent and the martyrs of the country 

Now that we have the lunch and 
dinner Malolos Menus, it cannot be 
long before we find those for break- 
fast and merienda. The menus are an 
indication of a young nation coming 
into the world. Nick Joaquin was 
right to insist that the Malolos menu 
should be appreciated side by side 
with the Malolos Constitution. 


Comments are welcome at aocam- 
po@ateneo.edu 
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Dishes from Madrid to Caribbean 


‘THE SCHEDULE of classes at the Reggie Aspi- 
таз School of Culinary Arts foll 

Oct. 1 (Friday), "Fiesta Española” (all new): 
Lentejas, Zarzuela de Mariscos, Cochinillo, Co 
cido Madrileño de Lujo, Arroz Española 

Oct. 2 (Saturday), Cooking with Cheese: 
Fried Mozzarella, two ways plus saucés 
(Sticks with Sauces, and with Garlic and An- 
chovy Sauce), Cheese Soufflé, Beef Carpac- 
cio, French Onion Soup with three cheeses, 
Goat Cheese Stuffed Chicken with Mushroom 
Pilaf, Prawn Thermidor, Stuffed Tenderloin 
Steaks, Fruit and Cheese Platter 

ct. 4 (Monday), “Tapa, Tocino, Atbp.—Say 
Goodbye to All Those Preservatives and Make 


2442-6 


mietan E 
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‘Your Own” (all new): Tapa, three kinds (Rib- 
eye а la Pobre, Sirloin Sukiyaki, Spicy Sir- 
lom) Tocino, three kinds (Chicken and 
Maple, Pork and Honey, Oriental Pork); De 
na Bangus with Herbs, Citrus and Garlic; 
ious Tinapa Rice 

Oct. 6 (Wednesday), Caribbean Cuisine 
101 (all new): Sopa de Marisco, Delicious 
South American Paella, Ropa Vieja, Roast Pork 
with Guava, Chorizo Stuffed Caribbean 
Chicken, Chicken with Peanut Sauce, 
Caribbean Mixed Barbecue with Mango Bar- 
becue Sauce, Guava Pastel. 

Call 9289296, 9273008, 6335162 or 0917- 
8399888. 


‘Mooncake’ i 


celebration with its mooncake i 
flavors. 


pemp CELEBRATE Mid-Autumn Festival with 


ce cream 


Häagen-Dazs Ice Cream Mooncake. 
Geta box of the Haagen Dazs Ice Cream 
Mooncakes containing four ice cream fa- 
vorites—Banoffee, Pralines and Cream, 
Swiss Vanilla Almond and Chocolate. 

ach mooncake is coated with rich 
| “chocolate and has one “yolk” of delicious 
Mango Sorbet. 

Simply buy the P898 Häagen Dazs Ice 
(Cream Mooncake Voucher at any Haagen 
Dazs shop, which you can redeem at Häa- 
gen Dazs Glorietta 3, Hängen Dazs 
Shangri-La or Häagen Dazs Alabang Town 
Center 

Promo ends today 


Discover Japanese cooking 
Үй ай Brew 


LEARN the secrets of 
cooking authentic 


Japanese cuisine at 
“The Art of Japanese 
Cooking” class, 1:30- 
4:30 p.m, Oct. 7, San 
Miguel Pure Foods 

Center, 


М 


Culinary 
Legazpi 
streets, 
Ugong, Pasig City. 
Presented as part of 
Бап Miguel Pure Foods. 
Culinary Centers Best 
of Asia Cooking Series, 
the dass will be con. 
duced by Tamy Тарай, 
а Japanese cooking en- 
thusiast and hobbyist. 


‘A minimal fee of 
P500 will be charged. 
Registration is a must. 
Сай 6719876 loc. 402, 
404, 405 and 2771. 


A Deliciously Stylish Night of 21st Century Disco 
Andy Norman _ 


Benjo Marquez 


Slimming Coffee 
The hne blend of Rebus وبسح‎ 


and Мана Collee beans | 
concocted with Senna herb. 


Bavarun Brew keeps you 

`1 and wea ores your 
A system by fing out tons 
Hom ihe body, 


Saturday | Oct.02.2004 | 10pm Till Late 
Le Pavillon, Metropolitan Park, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City - 


For info and advance tickets: www.bigfishmanila.com * hedkandi.com 
Email: bigfish@pldtdsl.net * Tel: 8908861 & 8958110 
A Halloween Ball 5 © BIGFISH * October 30 2004 
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Earn more Asia Miles. See more of the world: 


Asia Miles A 


Caray Pacınc 
ASIA MILES GIVEAWAY 


ons such as USA, Canada, Europe, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa from September 20 to 


iathay Pacific gives you a chance to carn and win more Asia Miles! Fly via Hong Kong to 
long-haul destinati 


November 30, 2004 to an be used for travel to desired destinations all over 


ош raffle promotion. Thousands of miles wi 


the world await the lucky winners. С у Pacific or your tra 


Now you're really flying. 


Ha CATHAY PACIFIC 


` The FIRST Celfone for Kids - i 


T from The Leader in Innovation, The Leader in Wireless 


Only SMART Kid Family Finder gives you the security of being within 
reach whenever your child needs you. 


She missed the bus headed home from school. But with SMART Kid Family Finder, your child can always reach 
you and other family members even if your celfones are turned off or the lines are busy. With pre-assigned 
numbers, SMART Kid Family Finder gives you the assurance that someone you trust can attend to your child's 
needs even when you can't. 


All your child has to do is key in “I 1" and press SEND - the feature will automatically dial through 
i the 5 pre-assigned numbers until the call is connected. Should all five numbers be unavailable, you promptly 
| receive an emergency text message alerting you that your child is trying to contact you. 
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INCOMPLETE service 


from cable EA ПЛ FE 


For weich ars Hestle@ingulrencomph 


Text us your feedback: 
Inquirer Ме nametelyimessage to 
1207 (Globe) oF 183 mar) 


Marina 


brings 
the best 
of Ilonggo 
cuisine 
to Makati’s 
eclectic 


restaurant 


scene 
ADOBADONG Alimusan 


Bounty 


from the 


Sca 


KINILAW na Lucot. 


We've discovered a new way to make 
keyboard playing more pleasurable. 


The NEW LK 90TV CONNECTS straight into your TV! Making each 
Lesson and Sing along more effective and fun for the whole family. 


| 
NI 


ds 


digi 


e 
caen 


ИУ 


+61 full-size key w/ Touch Response + Smart Media card slot for Song Expansion 
~ Key Lighting System "USB Inerface 
+ 264 Tones, 120 Rhythm, 100 butin tunes New HL sound source 

Text by Rowena C. Burgos 1 = TV connectable function. General MIDI 


"Advanced 3-step lesson system = Mic-n terminal 
* Sing along function 


Photos by Romy Homillada 


НЕМ Mari- 
паз new 
outlet was 


recently launched at 
Glorietta 4, Ayala 
Center, Makati, Lyn 
Besa Gamboa and 
Enting Lacson Loba- 
ton introduced а 
medley of flavors that 
are now part of the 
restaurant's authentic 
Tonggo menu, 
Gamboa created 
Efuven with bihod 
sauce, crabmeat and 
shrimps; Adobadong 
Alimusan; Paco-Paco 
Salad with Bilong-Bi- 


i 


TV Connection Function” 


MISIT THE CASIO SHOWROOM AT ВИ SOUTHALL (3068521), 
LAS PIÑAS, БЫ CITY CEBU (832-2130783), CEBU СЛУ, SM LUCENA (022731188, LUCENA CITY 


ЧЕ Squash dish with | Extraordinaire but 
popu wn سس‎ weil эш 
e Celebration Cakes 


goong and pork fat); 
Sisi Omelette; and 
Adobong Taba ng 
Pusit, 

Lobaton, on the 
other hand, made 
kinilaw dishes such 
as Lucot (seaweeds), 
Bulao (alumahan), 
Wasay-wasay 
(shrimps), Salmon- 
ete, Tabagak (dried 
fish) and crabs. 

“We live near bod- 
ies of water, so we 
should know how to 
use the bounty of the 
sea,” says Gamboa, 
who resides in Silay 
City, Negros Oceiden- 
tal. 


3) October 28, 2004 / 8:00 AM - 510 PM - MASTER COURSE IN CAKE 
ORANG- 10.800 Cesr he praccal and easy metod cf making 
| irg towers, borders. ecole & singe cake designing, sugar molding, 
hen. cit Technique, wedding coke assembly. | 
NEXT SCHED: Nov. 640, 2004 
2) October 7. 2004 / 8:00 AM. 1200 NN - MUFFINS-MUFFINS - P2500. 
GREC durer Sant Polao, Onion & Shotots County AnpeSsuce, 
| Ghoco Gp. Carat Nut Banana Wainut Миа, 
NEXT SCHED: Nov. 11, 2004 
з) October 11-4, 2004/ 8:00 АМ - 5:00 PM - ADVANCE GUMPASTE & 
Ба METHOD: pra.soa, NEXT SCHED: Nov. 1346, 2004 
4) October T3, 2004 / 8:00 AM 5:00 PM NEW METHOD ON FONDANT 
| ® 288355 Шер tace mate. New Rating Pin win Designs, Swans & 
EGE: Non Sick Gourds win Flowers топот & Quling. 
| NEW SCHED: Nov. 15, 2004 
5) October 16, 20147 8:00 AM - 12:00 NN - SUGAR FREE BAKING 1+ 
PEEP Sarara. Арре Alnond Bars, Conci Cave, Choral Cake, Woks 
West Gree, sn Broad кен SCHED: Nov. 18, 2008 
tober 18.21, 2004/8004M- 500 PM- BASIC COMMERCIAL BAKING 
SBP (ntes 1 of bane cakes, beads 
| фе des. pareri cones. NEXT SCHED: Nov, 2023, 2004 
7) October 18-21, 200418:00 AM 5:00 PM - COLD PORCELAIN FLOWER 
Ense ا‎ recipe РА S00. (Foch set is lesson 
covered lor one day) 
Е Waling-waling: 
3] Rose. Саша. Cymbium: 
©) magnora, Gorter, Les 
DEES Rese: tyarengeas, Grapes NEW SCHED: Nov. 20:29, 2008 
а) October 13.16, 2004/8.00 AN). 500 PM. COLD PORCELAIN DOLLS 4DAY 
E ar нае еши Sis nog re en ang d 
9 ‘NEXT SCHED: Nov. 1-18, 2004 
9) October 23, 2004 / £09 AM - 1200 НМ: FESTIVE COOKIES - P3000 
ee Spas Eras Е Ыз, Banara. Peran, Сати, Choza, Аре 
E билей Cos NEXT SCHED: Nov. 25, 2004 
10) Dciotar 2529, 2004/00 AM -5:30 PM - SPECIAL BAKING- P13,500 
Gen In te 30 kis of spatii cokes rom around the worb, Each 
©же pas а ferent ong and decoration 
NEXT SCHED: Nov. 27 - Dec 1, 2004 
11) Qetober 30, 2004 / 8:00 AM - 12:00 NN - SUGAR FREE 2 - P2. 
а а 
Bins, Spiced Ratan Cooles, Chewy Golden Cookie. Baking or 
p NEXT SCHED: Sept. 25, 2004 
1210015097 $5, 2004 / 8:00 АМ 5:00 PM TAPAS - 22.500. Spanish 
Seats Shanes Emponadas. Гал Pasties, Spey Ship & Scalop 
©зше, Polen & Ham Crosuetos, Ensataia, Seafood roquats, 
Pesado ite, Abondgee, Ensaiad de polo & Malocan Pizza 
13039097 22, 20047 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM EDIBLE GELATIN FLOWERS 
0 SUGAR - P2000 
AVAIL OF THE FIRST PHILIPPINE CAKE DECORATING BOOKS, “THE 
РОН FLOWERS IN SUGAR & CELEBRATION BOOK f "CAKE 
Торе MTH PHILIPPINE FLAIR BOOK 2, "CAKE COLLECTION BOOK 
3a GOLDEN CELEBRATION IN COLD PORCELAIN BOOK 4”, 
Electric MIXER, 2004 WILTON BOOK (limited stocks опу). 
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Being а major port 
inthe Visayas, Iloilo is 
а transit point for 
goods like seafoods to 
and from other points 
in the country. This 
has opened Ilonggo 
cuisine to varied in- 
fluences: Chinese in 
the noodles, Spanish 
in the biscuits, indige- 
mous ways with food 
fom surrounding 
provinces. 

“Ithas enriched the. 
cooking, but at the 
same time, the cui 

2 sine that has emerged 
has become the Поп; 
gos own invention,” 
says Gamboa. 

‘As one who loves 
to entertain friends 
and relatives їп Ne- 
gros, Gamboa says 
that, "cooking is sec- 
ond mature to me. 
When 1 want to in- 
vent something, can 
already taste itin my 
mouth." 

Gamboa has her 
‘own gourmet food 
company named Sa- 
vor de Silay, which 
offers Jalea de To- 

Tomate, Mermelada de 

Cebolla, Salsa Man- 
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ALABANG Cartamatı OS 0396 MEGAMALL Shoarjenny 631-3669 


BINONDO Thelmallannah 242.1312 РАЅАУ RD Cherítlcanor 887-1335 
CALOOCAN sherry/Gheng 265-7653 Pasay Rd cellphone 09178515920 
CEBU Joanna 231-3254 PASIG Jos Muffe 681-5333 


Wewslimmersworld.com.ph GREENHILLS Bianca 725-6505 SM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 
атаган ота сотр LEGASPI VILL. Heidil/Grace 893-8935 SUBIC Beth 252-6514 
MALATE Tin 536.0619 TRAFALGAR Breezy 814 013 


SKN CENTER HONMVES ALABANG 17,0580709183912310, BINONDO 2120/2u09178228793 GREENHRLS 726157609182112732 
MALATES25960 102213171415. MEGAMALL 637754309162479753 PASAY RD.887353009165320/85. PASIG 4738140927534131 


For Inquiries call or omal us at: Tel No. 913.2527 Telefax 
| Eman unterendogiyatoo com. 
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TVE GOT ONE OF 
NE NEW RETRO- 
STYLED STROLLERS 


BABY BLUES 


MUTTS 
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MARUNONG HO 
AKONG TUMINGIN 
NG ANTIQUE NA 

PILAK - 


i. ATOMO AND WEBOY 
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EVERY DOG 
SHOULD Go FoR 
A COMPLETE 
MEDICAL АТ 
LEAST ONCE 
А YEAR. 
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For THE 
LoLLIPOP. 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE 


COMEDY 


SHouLon+ You HAVE SeNT 
THAt CARDBOARD CUTOUT 
To Your FAN SMELLY T 
вч Now? 


IF He Becomes LoNeLu? WHAT. 
If He Doesn't LEARN to MAKE 


бот TRA 
A Piece oF 
CARDBOARD! 


Neeos FRienDS AND ино 
Doeswr2u 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


ARIES (March о 
April 1): Dont forget 
to work hard to solidity 


© your home base. I's im- 
portant for you to estab- 

lish an anchor in the world. You 

[+ need to have a warm feeling in 

your tummy about where you ive. 


‘TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Streamline 
four possessions now, 
Jecause job changes. 
and residential moves 
are likely. You're putting the finish- 
ing touches on the new you. Since 
1999, you've reinvented yourself! 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're both knowledgeable and curious. (You don't miss а thing.) You're an excellent re. 
Searcher and a charming conversationalist. Many of you are self-taught (you certainly learn by experience.) You 
believe in exposing the truth. Major phases of your ife wil wrap up this year to make way for new avenues. 
Birthdate of: Truman Capote, novelist; Jenna Eifman, actress; Fran Drescher, actress. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Continue to 
think seriously about 
what you wanî to do to 
ват your money. The bottom line 
of what you're dealing with now s 


establishing a values system you 
can trust. 
CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): їз been a 
‘whole new world since 


last year. Even your 
wardrobe and your sell-image. 
have changed! Just trust your in- 
stincts, because they re yours! 


Ану CROSSWORD 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Because you're 
dismantling much of 


what you've created 


since the early "90s, you have to let 


goof things now. Your first loss is 
Your cheapest loss. (Remember 
this.) 


VIRGO (Aug. 2310 ha 
№) Sept. 22): i's impor- ANG GULAY NA NABIL 
0 iant to expand your tie Me 


to include the weltare 
of others now. See where you fit 

into something bigger than your- 
sell. Expand your effectiveness in 
the word! 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 


i across PT 
2 1 Voodoo spells 
6 Рино people 
10 "mater 
14 Legend 
automaker 
15 Hat bor 
16 Deoa ger 
17 Commonplace 
18 Entar unwed 
20 ares 
ЕЯ 
21 Runaway Gt 
23 Combo bet 
24 Former 
Poncos of 
Wales, casuaty 
ж Venetan-ind 
ee 
28 Kingdom 
30 Tasas 
муми, |с 
Poor Man" 
autor 
36 Savat down 
mew [F 
39 Maranda 
лоя By ATAN E Pamen 
42 Bulpen simt Mentor, OH 
43 Acton ыг 
21 AS Fosteoncem 5 Шоста 
48 Cut shart 8 Татр 
47 Satewte ot 7 Roush 
Uranus shapes 
40 Letertoush 8 Рапорт 
51 Lamaze subject 9 وام‎ 
53 Gung-ho guy 10 Assumed 
56 Suck up names 
59 Muay gp. 11 “The Mod 
51 Wedang Squad roe 
declaration 12 Рота 
вә Percy цова 
رسيم‎ 13 Celebes bulab 
в Propneior 19 Fas. 
6 таво spread 22 Oscar or 
57 Black, 0 Во Comel 
6ê Scareitsiove 25 Posonous 
© Norways evergreen 
avon sant 27 МВА ват 
то Goddess ol 29 Oman eaptat 
very 31 Proen 
71 Da man paper 
32 Across Gar 
DOWN 35 Ginger cowie 
1 Nomandot 34 Unwanted o 
Бом moves mail 
HB 2 Ronda cty” 95 Mata _ 
КИЕ) SURE Coos 
сага melon 
4 "pro nobis 40 Dressing labe 


22): This isa very pow- 
erful time in your Ke. 

You see clearly what is. 
working. You see clear- 


® 


lywhatisnot. Now youneedthe уко 
‘courage to decide what to let go of. 
and what to keep. es 


SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
Woy. 21): Travel and in- 
creased education or 
training can help you 
make your mark in the 

next tew years. Do your best now. 

Your best this year will bring home 

the trophies in 2005-06. 
to Dec. 21): И hel 


(EE 


TV ihediate, 
not—this wil change 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 


fimin- 


Spwanre 
PI ARIAL, mon PROF NAMAN. 


MIKROKOSMOS 


OW LANG YAN.. 


BAKIT HINDI 
KA KINAKABAHAN?) 


EU, BAKA MAY الدج‎ 6. 


1 INAY. 


BYJOMIKETEJIDO 


МАУ ранили Ако 
PARA HIND) KUMAIN 
Né suwar! 


MACHINE 


Pansion BES ки maA 
ча 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


nextyear. At that time, partners 
and other sources will once again 
‘ring goodies to your table. 
> partnerships now. 
‘Some ol you are leav- 


ing joint ventures. (Vou need to fig- 
ure out just how much freedom 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
1o Jan. 19): Many of 
уз are renegopating 


ere 
Re E со Су A, 
p.n 


Ne 3-IN-ONE ) 
SUPERPAR 2° y 


A 


(мй. $130 
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): I'S been 


overwhelming at wok TULDOK 


you need) 
or looking for a job. Ei- 


Л, 
ther way, your employ- 


poet 00 “Aus Lang > 
SO Go sight 83 Kimora sash 
52 право Sol 65 Scd Docor 


‘ment scene is your greatest chal- 


lenge now. 
Children will teach you 


a lot now. You're trying 


10 find your true path in life for now 
and ın tho future. 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): Increased 
responsibilities with 


BOY, DONT ENER 
THINK ABOUT IT... 
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From pagel 
за, bijod pasta sauce and guapple pie filling. 


Fresh ingredients 

A fisherman-turned-restaurateur, Lobaton 
says that the key factor in making kinila is 
the freshness of ingredients. 

“Ang kinikilaw ay yung bagong huli. Pog 
nakuha mo ang panlasa ng too, yum ang 
pinakamasarap na kinilaw para sa kanila 
May kaunting tamis, alat at asim,” says Loba- 
ton, who resides in Sagay, Negros Occidental. 

He adds that it was his late father who 
taught him how to make kinilaw when he was 
only 14 years old. 


Marina has outlets on Jupiter Street, 
Makati, tel. 8978271; Pearl Drive, Ortigas, 
6378016; Boom na Boom Complex, Roxas 
Boulevard, 8329301 to 02; Glorietta 4, 
Makati, 7732752; lloilo (Sen. B. Aquino Av- 
enue, SM City and Mary Mart Mall); and SM 
City Cebu. 

E-mail the author at rburgos@inquir- 
ercom.ph 
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® ` The innovative new Coca-Cola 


22 


ROSS Paul Gorriceta, Enting Lobaton and 
Lyn Gamboa. 


Citrus and spice 
in your coffee 
ENJOY Starbucks’ Caffé Citron Frappucci- 

no unti Oc. 15 
Caffé Citron, the latest addition to the 
Frappucino. Blended Coffee” beverage 
бур. combination of eiras and spice 
blended with coffee, ice and topped with 
йону candied mon pee! 
Trapplcln Blended Cae wasfitin 
ЕН 
бш recommends enjoying the 
сай: шоп Fappuccne vit Is emon 
шге. ойе fr lined meon 
Chute can vin a vacation one ofthe 
countrys resorts in the “Starbucks Dream 
oak vimes cn a 
ipo Palawan, Bo 
тасау or Samal 
Island. For every 


Frappucino Bled: 
ed Coffee, cus- 
tomers wil get a 
Dream Getaway ro 
тойопа! Card as en- 
тул oral of 18 tiree. 
17 day/two-night vaca- 
don packages wil be 
CAFFEChron Frappucelho "11880. 


Ref Pack fits easily onto the shelf 
of any refrigerator. 

The long, slender carton, which 
holds up to 8 cans of Coke, is 
designed to make use of dead 
space in the ref. 


Thirst 
savah 


y 


The Coca-Cola Ref Pack allows 
you to keep your Coke cans ice- 
cold! 

A small opening in the front 
dispenses the cans easily so it 
rolls out and slides right onto the | 
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OCTOBER - NOVEMBER SCHEDULE 
RECREATIONAL AND ONE DAY BUSNES CLASS 


BAKING CLASSES, 


(030-49 pn. NEW CLASS. 
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Саа fos Rep win Oren tos Spt дүе os Tier, 
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CELERE 


ле ied ee 
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Ben VB Kp 


ене Te comro Ws sen Recpes 
‘ia, tot Pes Soup, CH Favored Нш Saad and Gd Sen 
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WO cable television sub- 

scribers have had it, com- 

plaining about channels that 
are either blurred or nowhere to be 
found on their sets. 
They're also fed up with the coming and 
going of repair crews that cannot seem to 
get to the root of the problem. Now, they 
want to complain to the appropriate gov- 
ernment authorities, hoping to get action 
on the company's disservice. 

"Tm sick and tired, complains P 
Sanchez, a customer of Destiny Cable who 
relates in his e-mail to us that sometimes 
the missing channels are 37 and 38. But 
nowadays, he says, he cannot even find 
channels 82 Deutchewelle, 84 and 88. 
According to him, teams of repairmen 
have come and gone to check his unit. There 
are two different groups: the “inside” crew 
checks the television set, and the “outside” 
(preventive maintenance team) people look 


een E oye ели ба Т el be maing 
Er Tas Robe Engate Bass n espe Sure. ||| at the node or main box on the street. The 
‘te don Gne E ro Earn aes бан er PU mE S De ÛÎ box supplies signal to the connected cables. 


Sanchez adds, “The technical teams nev- 
er give us an answer when we ask what is 
‘causing the problem. And when I called cus- 
tomer service for the first time, they told me 
Twas the only one complaining in my area. 
Contrary to that claim, Ihave spoken to an- 
other subscriber on our street with the same 
complaint. Through your column, may I re- 
‘quest other subscribers who experience the 
‘same problem to text me at 0919-3914791, 
so we can take collective action against this 
(isservice)?” 

We can say that he is not alone in his dis- 
tress. Somewhere along Singalong Street 
lives this subscriber with Global Destiny 
account number 703280, who sent us a 
similar complaint. She wrote, “I called up 
the company asking them to send a techni- 
cian because the channels from 38 and 
above were blurred, grainy and sometimes. 
outright unviewable, with the color fading 
to almost black and white. The person who 
answered on the other end said there was 
really some problem with those channels 
from their end, and their technicians were 
trying to fix it. She couldn't say when the. 
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One subscriber 
complains that though 
nota single letter or 
number is missing from 
the peso bills he pays 
the provider, he still 
gets incomplete service 


maintenance work would be completed. To 
this date, the said channels remain 
blurred.” 

Sanchez quipped at the end of his letter, 
“My payments (to the cable TV company) 
are always complete, and no letter or num- 
ber is missing from the peso bills I pay them. 
Why can't we have the complete number of 
channels we're supposed to get from their 
signal? BS. I would appreciate information 
оп what government agency oversees these 
companies.” 


Where to send complaints 

Cable TV subscribers of Global Destiny 
(the company also has an Internet service) 
who need to complain or inquire about ser- 
Vice can call up customer care at 8419333. 
їс can be an ordeal, however, having to deal 
with the automated call distribution system 
that handles all incoming calls. 

First, you dial the main trunkline and 
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Blurred or missing cable TV channels 


wait for a taped voice to tell you what ex- 
tension line to press on your telephone. We 
did just chat—several times, mind 
you—and invariably got the reply, “The 
party you are calling is unavailable, Please 
try to call later." 

"To answer the query of P. Sanchez, the 
government agency that oversees cable TV 
concerns is the broadcast department of the 
National Telecommunication Commission. 
(NTO), tel. 9243744. It takes care of com- 
plaints and inquiries regarding cable TY, ra- 
dio and television. 

By the way, the NTC also has a separate ; 
department that handles concerns about 
cellular phones, telephones and Internet. 
Readers who wrote to us about billing 
complaints against cellular phone compa- 
nies, for example, can call the ССАВ (Com- 
mon Carrier and Authorization Depart- 
ment), with tel. no. 9244026. For more in- 
formation on both areas of concern, call 
the One-stop Public Assistance Center at 
9244075. 

‘A word of caution: don't call after office 
hours. It's a government office, after al. 


Q&A 

From Jan Samonte of Novaliches, QC: 
“The channels on my television are some- 
times blurred. The repairman said the trou- 
ble was with my TV, and he advised me to 
buy a new one with a flat screen. Who can 
help me with my problem?” 

We don't handle this kind of question, 
which is a technical matter. Nevertheless, 
‘we consulted our cable TV technical consul- 
tant and got the following comment that an- 
swers the reader's query: 

“The clarity of image on the television 
screen depends basically on the quality of 
the signal iis getting from the antenna (or 
cable, as in the case of cable TVs) it is con- 
nected to. Flat screens are an improvement 
оп earlier television screens. Its main ad- 
vantage over the common curved screen is 
that itreduces reflections." 

The technician did not want to comment. 
оп whether or not the flat screen improves 
picture quality 


Cooking 
classes 


EARN techniques in 
preparing Japanese 
traditional dishes 
and specialties from 
Maya Kitchen and 
Chef Seiji Kamura on. 


LE 


8-20 ir 


Li 


IE 


hoo 


CALL 


GAS QUEZON CITY BINONDO. 


меп and womien have diferent skincare needs but рой rede 
Facial Care Centre has designed a professional skincare sysiem that targets the different needs of men and 
‘women. Technologically advanced treatments and products that have been proven effective by thousands of 


nating Facial 
km Soph. 27% 


892-SKIN 7546) 


©‹ 


Where Beauti 


ТОЛК 


CONGRESSIONAL 


‘care and attention. That's why 


PAMPANGA 


Oct. 2, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 


The classes will 
cover, among others, 
Sushi and Maki, 


Chicken and Miso 
Ki, secret formulation 
of teriyaki sauce and 
three kinds of 
Japanese salad and 
dressings. Participants 
will also geta free*Se- 
cret of Japanese" 
cookbook, 

Maya Kitchen isal- 
so offering classes in 
Waitering and Bar- 
tending Basics, 9 
am-Apın„onÖct2, 
Sand 16. 

Learn how to bake 
"Cookies and Bars," 
Оа. 2, 1:30-5 pa 
and get a bonus 
Decadence Brownie. 

Visit the Maya 
Kitchen (Tuesday-Sat- 
urday), 8/8 Liberty 
Building, А. Атай 


Avenue — (formerly 
Pasay Road), Makati 
су 

Call 8921185/ 


5011 local 108. Or e- 
mail mkitchen@ultl- 
mate.info.com.ph. 


Festival 
of flavors 


BREADTALK, Singa- 
pores premiere bou- 
tique bakery, is offer- 
ing its own version of 
the mooncake. The 
mooncakes come in 
‘four special flavors: 


‘St, Мана Илон Parmesan Pasia. Он han Шайы! мк бома. теп and women internationally. Complemented by the most relaxing skin pampering given by our well-trained 

9 — c] t: T le-yolk еп 

оро ва Сори Вива па: гаа T О Tele ща. theta ver grins most тайа: еви spine te icm pene оу Fac Cure ee 

Mn ot Lote шут э эе теш at : as "oA ره‎ fre Epes 
ar ing Sg Ados sn Ше Lies, Te aces оше a eens Facial Care Centre -- for men and syómen who want nothing but the best skincare service ste olden 

tud I roots. iow pnr PEE potent enon Pte 


tival celebrates the 
day when the moon 
is supposed to be at 
its biggest, brightest 
and closest to earth. 
BreadTalks moon- 
cakes are available at 
its Glorietta 4 branch 
while supplies last. 
‘The mooncakes come 
in signature BreadTalk 
packaging in two or 
four pieces, for P388 
and P600, respectively. 
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